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THE 


PREFACE. 


’On are here prefented with the Ffo. 
ly Life of Gregory Lopez, « 
lively pattern im thefe latter 
| times of the Solitude Devoti- 
ons avd Mortifications , of the ancient 
Hermites. Before which Ithought it ne- 
ceffary to give you.a {hort Character of the 
Perfon, as totwo chief practices of his life, 
bis Devotions, and. his Mortifications ; 
hat fo the following Relation, in which fe- 
yeral things at the firf? appearance may 
jeer to you very firange, might be rendred 
nore ineligible, and lefs furprizing, 

| Lo here, then, aYong Man, who, after 

pe had in his. Childhood lived about fix 

jears with an Hermite ia Spain, was 

irawn from thence by his Parents , and 
nade a Noble-man’'s Page in the Spanilh 

court ; But there alfo, additting hime 

Lf, in whatever exteriour employment; to 

outinual Mental Prayer, at length; now 

penty years old, left Court,Kindred, Re- 


. 


tude and vecefs for his Devotions in the 
Velt-Indies > where being perceived, af= 
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The Preface. ie 


ter he bad firft » with Preyer, and Fafl- 
ing a whole Lent togetber only with 
Bread and Water, implored the Divine 
direttion in what way he might beft ferves 
and wholly devote himfelf to bts 1 eavenly 
Majefiy, be withdrew himfelf into the 
remotet parts inhabited by zhe Spaniards, 
andthereina Defert built himfelf a Cell, 
lying on the ground with ouly a Sheep-skin 
or two under him making, during his whole 
life, only one meale a day, and in bis for- 
mer times eating no flefh, but feeding on 
wild fruits and herbs (amongft which in 
fome places Purflane and Wild Quinces 
were a good part of bs diet) and on Maiz; 
or Indian Corn parched ; without asking | 
this of any one;but asG od,by the gift of the 
Spaniards, or many times alfo of the wild’ 
Indians from time to time made provifton ' 
for him, and fo pent day, and nights: 
whenever not afleey, mm Prayer. a ik 
. Wherein alfo he chofe for his firft Exers 
cife only thofe words of the Lord's Prayer 
Fiat voluntas tua, ficut in celo, & in 
terra, Thy will be done, asim Freaven fe 
on Earth: Amen, Fefus. By which words 
he implored the DivineGrace, in all things, 
both to do, and to fuffer, G od's will: 
God's will he done borh in, & on, Him,i7 

| ah 


3. 


> 


The Preface, 
an entire refignation of himfelf toit; and 
by Him 7 a perfett obedience of it; Even 
(& God's will alfois done in Heaven by the 
Holy Angels the Citizens thereof ; ix their 
puntiual obedience, there, to all his com- 
mands, Plal, 102. Which prattice he con- 
tinued for the three firft years of his retire- 
ment, repeating thefe words mentally at e- 
very refprration, or taking of his breath; 
whatever other neceffary exteriour employ- 
ment at [ome times might happen to detaiz 
bim: there being indeed no external attion, 
whether common or alfo [acred, as reading 
the Scriptures, or pzows Books, but that 
well confifteth with internal 

| Prayer: (As Nehemiah’s Neh. 2. 4,5 « 
heart was lift upin Prayer 
whilft he made his addreffesto King Aha- 
fuerus): -Azd the Apottle’s Precepr of 
praying always, with much care and re- 
flection, may be cbferved in a literal fenfe: 
as alfa we read of feveral Saints that had 


God's Prefence, and converfe with him, it 
the tranfattion of their moft fertous fecular 
affairs: And the Angels or Seraphims, 
that hadno reft night or day from faying, 
Holy, Holy,Holy, [Apocal.4.8./] yet ave 
aot hereby excluded from all other offices or 
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The Preface. ; 


fervice, Buthere we maywell conceive 
this Devotion of Gregory's not always per- | 
formed with the fame degree of attention | 
and application of mind , but admitting 
fomeremiffion, as accompanied with other - 
neceffary attions, or alfo recreations : nd 
again; that the recital of thefe words, af- 
ter a cuftome and habit thereof, became 
much more eafy, ashe faid, [chap. 26. ] | 
and foreadily recurred to his mind, that i . 
world have bin the greater difficulty to for- 
bear them: as things accuftomed run in our” 
fancy, when we would chafe them out of it : 
and as we fee a Mufictan's fingers after | 
long prattice, even whilft he difconrfeth, to 
play-on the fame tune , and obferve all the 
fame its accuftomed ftops and motions. Nor 
_ qyill he wonder at fuch an holy exercife, its” 
not being totally extruded or intercepted by | 
other attions, who well confiders the firauge— 
agility ana volatilenefs of the Adind, and 
bow bard athing it isto think fieadily on | 
_ one thing only at once ; And bethat ob- - 
ferves the great induftry one, much encum-- 
bred with [ecular affairs, mu ft ufe to per- 
form his devotions without orber thoughts / 
sutruding and moleflingthem, may appre-— 
bend the [ame difficulty of one muuch pratti- 
fed in devotions to tranfak ober affairs 
spthout a mixture of thefe.Vet,in this tune 
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| fo holily employed» he faiths he was not 


: free from many terrible Temptatrons s [ ma- 


ny of them, we may fuppofe, from the con- 
cupifcences of the F lefh, 12 [uch a reftraint 
of his nature from allits contents, and per- 


haps others yet higher from 


Satan, ( [uch as Sk. Bafil, t+ Ep.ad.Chi- 


one well experienced in onem, 

this way, mentions to his 

Scholar Chilo,t when defigning fuch are- 
tirement J, athe Ufelefnefs of [uch alife 


or the common Good, or Vain-glory in the 


fingularity of tt 3 Curiofity for news, and 


the knowing of impertinencses already for- 
faker; Inconftancy in lus purpofe, Diftrujt 
of fubjiftence, and the likes | which; he 
faith, chiefly affaulted him in the remifjion 
of his attention to his Prayer, and ibat his 
doing the fame thing with a greater fer- 
vour of {pitt and devotion was his beft and 
ufual remedy f or repelling them. ; 
“His Three firft Years fpent i this Ex- 
ercife, he advanceth to another, whereim 
this Voluntas Dei «5 compleated , A per- 
petual Att or Exercife of Love : the lov- 


ing of God with all his mind, all his foul, . 


all his firength ; and his Neighbour in 
the fame manner as himfelf ; (which is 


the fumm of God's Law co of his Will) ; 


an Exercife never varied ov declined from, 
ek ahi ooe A 4 till 
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The Preface.  =——<S—S«S~™YS 


‘Vill the day of his death 5 and which Ag of: 
Love always accompanied whatever his 
other extertour or interiour attions« his for- 
mer Mental Words being now more fublim- 
ed inte Affettions, whith he vented in con- 
tinual Doxologies to God ; in Prayers and ° 
fntercelfions for his Church , for the Con- | 

/ Ver fion'of the World to the true Faith, and 
of Sinners to an holy Life; as alfo forthe 
particular relief of thofe perfonswho de- | 
lar ed ro him their wecelfitres, as Very many | 
“Pon experience had of the efficacy of his | 

rayerscame , in thety diftrefs, todefire | 
them, The effective expreffions he ufed in 
*hefe Exereifes, he faid, were ufually fuch 
as thofe of the Pfalmilt-.--Praife the Lord 
all ye Nations, praife him all yepeo- | 
ples---Blefs the Lord all ye works of the; 
Lord; praife him, and glorifyhim for | 
ever.---Let allthe earth adore and blefS 
thee, O Lord, pe: ees, | 
This Exercife of Love he continued, | 
when alone, in dcep filence ( faith Father * 

Lofa, 4 conftant obferver of his daily 
prattiee for the fix laff years of his life,) | 
all the day (never entertaining fleep inthe .— 
day time, though in fo hot a Climate) and 
all the night, except fome part thereof, 
(which, by reafon of his great abftinence, 
was only fome£ew hours, wherein be ss 
et ae oA ; ' ‘ big: 


‘The Preface, 
his reft, after having Spent fome part of an 


hour each morning im the reading of the 
-HAioly Scriptures: (which he had, by the 
frequency of reading them, and amoft ex- 
cellent Mémory, as it were all by heart, 
and in the words of which 

he (like our Lord\|) ma-  [Mat. 4.457, 
ny times returned bis an- 10. Luk. to. 
Swers, and advices with a 28. Jo. 7. 
firange operation of them 38, . 
‘upon'bis Confulters): Ne- 


ver ufing any Candle-light , nor having 
his Head covered, without walking a- 
broad, or taking the wonted pleafures of 
‘Solitude, the Profpett of a flowry Field, 
4 beautiful Wood, a Cryftal fircam, or fo 
much as fuffering himfelf to def{cend into a 
pleafant Garden adjoimng to the Houfehe 
livedin. Andin this Exercife he remain- 


Temptation; or, if he were a Prieft, for 
faying Mafs; he anfwered, the fame, and 
nothing more than that which he then did : 
for that he was then attually giving to God 
jallhehad ; And more he could not give, 


And in his laft ficknefs, demanded, -whe- 
ther his pains didnot a little diftradt his 
igo... mind 


ed fo fixt and conftant, as, when asked 
what he would do to prepare himfelf for. 
Death 5 or in the affault of forme {trong 


puale{s of his mercy he beftowed it on him > 
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The Preface. 


mind from this his Exercife, he anfivereds 


niun punto, Wor 4 jot. Inhis recerving 


and making Anfwers to, thofe that came to 
vi (it and confer with him, the fame Exer-- 
cife was frill continued, be much recom-— 
mending the practice of Nehemiah,prayzng 


to God, as he fpake to the King 5 and of 
the Macchabees, fighting and praying - 
And, on all weceffary occaftons of bts 
Neighbour that required aid cr affiftance, 


he more willingly betook bimfelf te Prayer, | 
shan to other external means, faying, It | 
was better, to negociate with God, than 
with Men : (God, who we are ure can do 
our bufinefs ofectually 5 and who in allour | 


needs expetts tobe folicited : ) and, as to 


difcour fing with others even of [piritual 


matters, that It was better to fpeak 


with God, than of him. 


Out of the fame habit of Prayer ordina- 
vily the Difcourfe that pajfed at his Meals, 
and in common Conver ation, if not Spiri-. 
tual, be [piritualized unto bimfelf, an+ e- : 


levated it to fuch an higher fenfe, as nou- 


yifhed his Devotion, aaa afforded matter 


of Doxology, or Prayer 5 © which you may 


fee many wflances 17 the Fifteenth and 
Twenty-erght Chapters of bis Life, fol-- 
lowing herein the frequent example of our 
bo, when the Samaritan Wontsn ' 

Was 
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was [peaking of the water of Jacob's ell, 
difcourfed to her concerning the water of 
the Spirit, 17 his power to beftow on thofe 
that askit of him : and, from the People’s 
following him for Corporal food, took an 


occafion to difcourfe of their fecking after 
that Bread that would never perifh, and 
of the Living Bread of his Body and 
Blood exhibited in the Eucharift: Upon 


-reftoring tothe Afan born-blind his Corpo- 


ral fight, preached ta his Auditors bow He 


was the true Light of the World whem 


who followed vot walked in darkuefs : Up- 
onthe Few's powraze out water drawn from 


the Fountain of Siloah, and offering it on 
the Altar in the Fealt cf Tabernacles , 
told them that the Living Waters flowed 
from bim , invitit all that were atbirfi 


to come and drink freely of them: Upon 
the Few's affecting of i heir freedom, as be- 
ing the Children of Abraham , difcoarfed 


of the Spwitul Bondage ali wicked men, 


however defcended, or of whatever vajible 
Church members, fuffered under Sins ana 
¢ >) ? 


that all [uch were the Children of ther Fa- 


ther the-Devil. So, upon Thouas’s curi- 


| ous Enquiry after the way andthe place 


whither our Lord faid he was to go fhorily, 
Jo. 14. §- Anfwered him. That He hire 
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The Preface. 


come, or be admitted, to the Father, but by | 


‘and through him, And, upon Philip's, 
again, defiring , that be would only fhew 
tbe Father to them and this would fatisfy 
them, Anfwered him ; that He was in the 
Father, avd the Father.zz him ; ana that 
the words and works he [pake ana did were 
thofe of bis Father ; and that i the one 
they faw the other , framing a Reply for 
Ed:fication, where the Requeft relihed of 


Curiofity. Thus alfo Gregory imitating , 


this great Mafter purified all be fpake, or. 


heard, and {ublimed it into Devotion, and 


Meditation of Heavenly things. 
Fhas bis continual Interiour Employ- 
ment made him alfo fo great a lover of Si- 


lence, 2s he became a moft exatt obferver 


ef it all his life : and, upon a certaia eC- 
cafion, he told Father Lofa , that for twa 
years fpace he fealed up les reouth without 
Speaking more than to falute bts Hoft or 
Entertainer , whom he faw only once 1m 


four and twenty hours. And the fame Fa-_ 


ther Lofa affirms, that in all the time be 
lived with bim, though watching him very 
narvawly,he never heard him {peak.an idle, 
ther is, as he explains it, 4 needle{s word, 
Upon the [ame conftant internal entertain- 
wmecat of hts Mind, when any came to vifit 
him, armong which were feveral Neblemen 

aes and 


> 


a 


-thouga the difcourfe happened to be of [pi~ 
ritual gnatters, unlefs he were askca fome 
| Queftion, and thar alfo thought by bins 
pertinent ; or, where fecmed to lim fome 
manifest neceffity (yet of which he was a 
fevere Fudge) in which cafes he {pake very 
freely, See Chapter the Eighteenth of hss 
Life, avd Chapter the Tenth. Of waich 
| Silence he gave Father Lofa one zime tnes 
reafons that, after he had betaken knenfelf 
to Solitude , he accounted all men better 
_ and wifer than himfelf ; andthercfore wn 

lefs asked, never counfelled any, nor made 
— biumfelf a Mafter to others, Thercfore al- 
fo, though well feen on all forts of Learn 
ing, Divine, and Humane, ( of which more 
- by and by) yet, whilft others difcour fed on 
 fuch fubjects in his prefence, he fare-by fi- 
_ leat, and as oneignorant; and, asked af- 
terward by F. Lofa, why, fo welt skilled in 
| fuch amatter, he mingled not in the dif- 
courfe, be anfwered, that He fpake not 
what he knew, but what was neceffary. 
And,in another Religious Man’s company 
that difcourfes much and eloquently on a 
prous fubjett, when he hac fate along time 
filent, being asked after his departure the 


edified by Silence, thanby Speaking, And 


f 


and Bifhops, he continued filent, ever 


veafon of it, he [aid, That per[on was more, 
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foit was, that the example of fuch his Si- 
lence had great effect on fome of his Vifs- 


ters, making them reflect on their own lo- 


him in thofe frequenters of lim that kyew 
his great abilitses : though with others wt 


who upon his fame expecting great matters, 


a Fool: Knowledge being a treafure fo 
rar ly concealed, that thofe, who do not 
fhewit, are judged aot to poffefs it. A 


tification, and mafrery of himfelf, he much 
rejoyced in, And, upon the frequent ob- 


one could attain fo eafily to hide and con-= 


a lively Faith. For,if a man certainly be- 
iieves, that whatever vertues he hath are 
feen in the Court of Heaven, what will 
fuch a one regard their not being known 
in the Village of this World ? dud fo, 

om bis own Behaviour futable. to bis 
Faith, the Village of this World hath loft 
the knowledge of much of his true worth; 
and Chriftian Perfection, ° 


fervation 


quacity ; aad begat much reverence toward 
much diminifhed his reputation for atime; i 
and entertained with filence, accountea hint | 
thing well known,to him, aad this a Mor- \ 
fervation thereof, he being asked, How 
ceale thofe Graces, F ertues,and good parts, :, 


God had given him, he anfwered, That 
fucha thing wasnot hard to one that had 


- Thus much of Gregory's admirable ob- | 


—— po 


fervation of Silence, and living tn a conti- 
“nual AG of Prayer, and the Love of God; 
which things yet are not fo firittly to be une 
derftood, as that he {pent not [ome time as 
at were for his recreation, but in order alfo 
toGod's, azd bis Neighbours, Service, 
in feveral forts of Divine and Flumane 
Learning, For, we read in 
this Relation of his Life't. ¢Ch.8.1o. 
of his great knowledge both 16.18. 295: 
in the Ecclefiaftical and 27. 28. 
Imperial Hiftory : 2 that 
of the feveral Orders of Religious, thei 
Pounders, avd Progrefs : Of his accurate 
_ skillin Geography, Anatomy, Phyfick 5 
that he had great judgment in the proper- 
| ties and natural vertue of Herbs; that he 
was well read in the Myltical Theologitts, 
—Thaulerus avd others 3 aed i Saint's 
> Lives, and other Spiritual Books. Which 
Books, befides that learning he had ac- 
_ quired in Spain, probably were communt- 
cated to him by his charitable Hofts ta 
thofe places where he was entertained ; they 
_ being perfons of quality, and one of them a 
Prieft, 22 whofe houfe he lived about Four 
Years; Hebeing alfo endued with amoft 
admirable Memory charged with uo Se- 
cular affairs, or objetts, nor muddicd and 
clouded with the fumes of a grofs, -com- 
ie 3 poundea 
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pounded, or intemperate Diet 5 Cof which 
his Memory bimfelf faid, that he never} 
forgot any thing that with care he com- 
mitted to it); and with a moft {harp : 
Wit, and clear Judgment, 45 appears e- | 
very where by his prudent An[wers 5 and, | 
by the help of thefe, reading Books with | 
great celerity & [peedsfo that Father Lofa} 
faith of him, that he read over a Bookin} 
ten Hours, which would have held ano-| 
ther a Month; and that in about twenty | 
Hours be read over St. Terefa, fo as to 
give. a ready account of any particular | 
therein: and laftly, by his perpetual Solt- 
tude and Silence, referving all his time to 
himfelf ; having lived thus for Twenty- | 
nine Years after his leaving Spain, before | 
Father Lofa dwelt with him. ee. | 
We read alfo there, that, being requeft- | 
ed by a learned Divine upon fome confe-. 
rence with bims be writ an Expofition of 
the Apocalypfe; made « Chronology or 
Succeffion of Times from the Creation fo 
Pope Clement the E ighth;Extratted, out 
of the Fiftories he read, a Summary of tbe 
Faith, Laws, Cujtoms sConverfions of Na- | 
tions; had a Globe, and a Map made | 
with bis own hands 3 made a Bookof Phy- 
fick containing many Experiments, and re- 


medics eafily procurable by poor people, and | 
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explaining feveral Qualities of Simpleg 
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The Preface. 


fides that of his Daily Interceffions) to) 
have bin very beneficial Charities to his! 
Neighbour i the Spiritual Advices he 
gave them, frequently experimented very | 
fuccefsful. . | 
- So that Gregory's Life, like that alfo| 
of the Ancient Hermites , was a Afixt) 
Life, not all Contemplative, and Prayer,| 
bur divided as it were between God ad! 
his Neighbour, (though much the greater) 
art God's, contrary to the common lvves of | 
others): and his Studies and reading of 
Books way anfier to their Corporal La-. 
bour mixt with thesr Devotions; and his: 
making Globes or Maps to thezr making 
Hurdles and Baskets. All this then here. 
aid (ews fome intermiffions and relaxati- | 


‘ons (allowed alfo by him Chap. 19.) of 


| 


his mind from that heighth of Comtempla- 


tive Prayer which he ufed at other times: 
Though fome inferiour degree of [uch Con- 
zemplation may be faid to accompany conti- 
nually whatever other bis employenents. 
And with this I thought fit to pre-acquaint 
the Devout Reader more at large, left he 
fhould apprehend, that in the following Re. 
lation, to make things feem the more admi- 
rable, they are reprefented [uch as are im- 
poffible ; and fhould be difcouraged from 
believing fuch a manaer of life exther im- 
table, or true. ; From 


From Holy Gregory's Devotions, te 
proceed to the other thing I named, his 
Mortifications.  Firft then ; in thefe his 
Devotions it was his cuftom to tranfatt all 
things internally withour fuffering any 
thing outwardly to appear, unlefsit were 
kuceling, before his infirmities hindred it: 
He uttered no Groans or Sighs, though he 
faid, he fighed and groaned almoft a 
thoufand times a day, and was alntoft con- 
tinually talking with God mentally ; he 
& no Tears, did not lift up his Eyes, or 
bold up his Hands, or beat his Breaft ; 
vhilft others in his prefence difcourfed of 
Spiritual matters bimfelf kept Silence, per- 
reiving, as he [aid , many that talked of 
Sod more for love of themfelves, than of 
God. Having received in his beginning 
he Gift of Tears, he petitioned our Lord 
o take them away, (and was heard) be- 
ng affraid to expofe himfelf to the danger 
if adhering with his Will and Affettions 
0 any Spuritual Confolation , 1. €. to fom- 
hing befidesGod: He kept a watch over 
7s own Nature, as bis Enemy; allowed 
er no content even in Spiritual things, of 
phich he could hinder her, der ed her e- 
ery thing he perceived her te’ 5 and, 
eing asked, Why he dealt fo feverely with 
er, he anfwered, Becaufe he had found 

, ba e2he her 
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her falfe and treacherous unto him.| 


of others, to flop all entrance of Vain-glory |) 
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This prudent Aan difcovered, thatin a-\ 
ay compofition made with her he did over= | 
yeach 18, and that it was fafer quite to}, 
wean her from, than to moderate, ber de-| 
frre, ana much eafier to deny her alt, thai 
to grant fome, and deny her the reft. | 


For this caufe, be alfo concealed what ! 
paffed in his Interiour from the knowledge 


anto his Soul, and knowing how apt Na- 

ture is out of every thing to extract Self-. 
love. For this, when asked alfo about, 
his Parentage and Kindred ( fuppofed to, 
be Noble, from the great civility, gentile-. 
nef{s, and confidence obferved in his beha-, 
viour, when treating with Perfons of Qua-, 
lity) be faid, What mattered that 2 zor) 
were they ever known; nor he fappofed to, 
bear their right Name, For this, He, 
often changed alfo his Abode, when he be-, 
gan tobe much eftcemed, or well-treated 3 
putting Nature frequently to her fhifts,and ; 
reducing ber to her former neceffities : 
whilft the Divine Providence alfo by this , 
communicated to more places the benefits of, 
his Santtity, and good Example, For, 
this, he fate filent and attentive as a Lear-\ 


I 


ner, when others in bis company fpake of. 
Divine matters, and, after. fo much, 
reading 


| 
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reading and findy, defired to feem a perfor 


of no underfiandiag ; and in general bare 
agreat affection to Silence, as being one 
of the greateft Mortifications Nature can | 
fuffer, and the certain cure of athoufand 
overfights, fhe would ftill be making , i 
exaliing her felf, or detratting from o- 
thers; and thus conftraining her astt were 
into Solitude the beloved Companion of 
Silence: For, who faith nothing, what 
doth he in company? For this, he would 
not fuffer himfelf to premeditate or compofe 
what he was to fay, before-hand,thereby to 
perform it the more plaufibly ; having ob- 


v 


a 
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requefted of our Lord to refolve them ime 
mediatly unto them: and had his requeft 
‘granted him, fee Chap. 15. For this, 
he had an averfion to Vifits, for the Vain- 
glory that might lurkin them, (though ue- 
ver refufed any) efpecially of Great Pere 
fons, and, after fome time, humbly re- 
ee hag) Ce 
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quefted the Viceroy (who much loved, and 
i was loved by, him) to furbear them. To | 
PT | keep Nature alfo the lower, he would not | 

Hh offer her to take the common pleafures of }' 
Hit | Aire, Water, Earth, afforded toall the } 
a Creatures, not fo much as that of a4 Gar- } 
my den joyning to bis Houfe, and, when he }\ 
is _ was in Mexico , departed thence before }\ 
aie day, that fhe might not pleafe her felf with | 
aia the fair Buildings, and other Ornaments }\ 
thereof ; ufing all-art, ashe faid, that no- | 
thing of the Creature (as much ashe could | 
prevent it ) might enter into his heart, that }\ 
God might wholly poffefs it, and carrying | 
bimfelf asif.he were far above, or far be- \ 
tow, any entertainment this World could ' 
give him 4n any kind, Fis Infirmuties ' 
were very great and frequent in his latter ' 
times, perhaps by reafon of the crudities of \ 
his Herbe.and Fruit-Diet in his fare ' 
mer 5 e{pectally the Colick; azd he made \ 
his one Meale a day with as much pain, as ‘ 
others do, pleafure, not able to fwalow a" 
‘bit of Bread unlefs moiftened with fome- | 
thing liquid, and yet he never difcovered ' 
to others, nor to bis Companion his paims, \ 
or maladies, nor eafed Nature alittle with ' 
complaining, or talking of them, or asking | 
remedies for them, but as his looks and \ 
weakne[s betrayed them, and others quefti- | 
oning mide him confe[s shem. Again 
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Again, he exercifed her m fuch a fire 
gular way of Poverty, 4s though he had 
referved nothing of his own, left his Flefh 
might perbaps abufe it to intemperance 5 
and had diftributed that which he had 1x 
Alms at his arrival in the Weit-Indies to. 
the value of about eight hundred Crowns, 
yet, depending wholly on the Divine Pro- 
“vidence, he never asked any thing of any 
perfon in what-ever his necefity , and 
though it were where he was not known for 
a Poor man in his journeys from place to 
place, taking bis refi at night without 
‘vibtuals or lodging, unlefs by any on their 
own accord, offered bim ; and fo it was, 
‘that in aconvenient time (though not with- 
out fome fufferings) God till provided thofe 
that, unfued-to by him, in all places, whi- 
‘ther he came, entertained and fi upplied him, 
It feems his firong Faith 17 God eafily ob- 
tained of his Heavenly Mayjefty whatever 
he wanted ; and the fecurity and confi 
dence, which by this Faith be badin fuch 
Providence caufed fuch an extraordinary 
vefolution : yet in this, wheres he was fin- 
gular, be both admitted and commended 
the contrary prattice of others that are 1 
want, as well furing, he faid, to Them, bue 
notte Him. But, befides this; whereas 
Dict, Lodging, ad Cloaths, are the 
. | fag] © there 
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"bree great’ Neceffaries for Man's fubji- 
féence, For the firfh of thefe, Diet, be a 
Yong Man might conceive that in fucha 
Southern Climate, where the hotter Sun | 
mnakes a begter concottion of fuch food, and | 
Nature is more prodigal of many of her \ 
good things growing: of themfelves abroad \, 
without any cultivation or husbandry , \ 
might concerve I fay, that fuch fuftenance \, 
though not delicate, yet fo nutritive, as \, 
would ferve bis turn, might be found in the \ 
fields or woods, or in a garden planted by , 
him; asindecd tt was. And though this, | 
afterward, proved hurtful to his weaktem-. 
per yet fuch attempt of his Ithink., canngt , 
be accufed of temeritysfince with fuch a fim- 
ple, and coole, a-dthe premuive Dietma-— 
any in the like Solitude have arrived to a | 


very old age ; andthe Hermites were, 


attained to an hundred and thirteen years, 
and S, Antony to av hundred and fives 
nd fince alfo, when a ficknefs or diftem- 
per happens after ufing fuch diet, itis xo 
certain conclufion, that this Diet is the 
caufe, and not fome other accident ; Nor, 


may not with cuftome-be rendred more di- 
geftible and nutritive. For tbe fecond, 


law 


moftly, loag-liv'd. S. Paul the Hermite | 


that ‘what at the firft fome way diforders Us: 


‘Lodging, at was, eafie either to finda, 
Lava nese | oie We: Cave, 
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The 
Pave, or Grott, or build an Hovel , and 
ivo Sheep- skins ferved him for a Bed. 
And, for the third, Apparel, when bis 
Habit was worne out, be might put himfelf 
nto fome Adan's Service, tii! he gamed 
vherewithall ro buy another; as feveral 
‘imes at fir ft, when none given him, he did ; 
nd with a Month or two's labour could 
rain [uch a courfe one ashe wore, besng his 
mwa Taylor. Such grounds as thefe a- 
mong others this Holy Yong man mught 
have of afelf-fufficing, and non-mendicant 
Poverty, and fuch as he intended fhould 
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nor, beg another man's, after he had 
given away his own. | 

[Ido not fay bere but that in fome of 
thefe things this Holy Man at the firjt 
might commit fome excefs, and be too fe- 
vere to himfelf; but there is fuch a vio~ 
kent Concupifence, (I fay not of the Holy 
Spirit always, but fometimes of the Supe- 
riour Nature or facultses of thofe Per- 
fous, who have tafted much of the Spirit, ) 
vagainft the Fleth, as doth equal or tran- 
feend that,in others,of theF lefh againft the 
Spirit ; fo that they think they have never 
enough mortified this their Enemy that 


ruines fo many Souls, fo as perfectly to de- 


firey the roots of fin in ber , and therefore 


be no way burdenfome to his Neighbours 5 


fomes” 
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fomtimes they may make in this way fome o-\\ 
wer- fights and exceedings, whith the fame | 
| Holy Spirit aftcrwardin good time mode-}i 
il rates and rettifics. But, how few are the 
| faulty in this kin’, aad bow apt 1s the} 
World to blame thofe things for faults that) 
vary from common prattice, though indeca|; 
fiagular excellencies? | at 

Laftly 5 It was his cuftome to take any) 
one’s part againft himfelf : when any [pake) 
all of him ke not only excufed not hinfelf ,\ 
but always excufed them,carneftly, and con-) 
frantly 3 firft, as to their intentson, always \ 
prefumed good ; and then,as to the fatt too, | 
the bef he could, faying that he himfelf, 
feeing or hearing what they did, fhould 
have {poken fo too : and prefently cancelled | 
ihe memory of any fuch injury done bene | 
with faying, God forbid, that he fhould : 
diltrad his foul with thinking there-» 
on 


He ever fpake well of ferving God 12» 
ways lawful,though different from his own; | 
faying alfo, that God was much delighted \ 
with variety of Spirits; and that thefe | 
were a great Ornament of his Holy Jeru- 
falem. He ufed nothing finguldr in the 
_ falhion, or matter, of bis Habit. He was 
a great defender of all Religious Orders; | 
as alfo of all Governours and See 1 
is wher 


The Pr 
shen their Subjetts in bis hearing [pake a- 
y thing to thew difhonour : faying, \f 
hey were in their place, they might 
soffibly not dofo well: Or, What good 
loth fuch a fpeech here ? Or, That they 
hould tell Them fo, not Him: Or, That 
they durft not fay any thing in Their 
prefence : or the like. And he [pake ill of 
no man himfelf , Heathen, or Heretick: 
but, in mentioning Vices or faults, con- 
sealed Perfons. All thefe things being 
great affronts and difgufis to our Corrupted 
Nature, well pleajed to deprefs others, to 
exalt our felves. 


Such were thé Mortifications of this 


ons, i” great Solitude, Silence, azd Ab- 


much to be commended and admired, that 
thus trod not only the World, but Himfelf, 
under his feet, without any fignes of Pride; 
Yet feems to be fhiclded and protected from 
cenfure by that of Elias, fpent much of it, 
in the Forrefts of Carmel, i Solitude: 
and, after him, by that of the Baptilt, 
who is faid to have come w the Spirit of 
Elias, and lived from his Childhoca till 
Thirty Years old in the Defert cf Judea, 
feeding on fuch provifion as the Wildernefs 
| Ce ee i afforded 3 


/ 


Holy Man, aad fo continued his Devoti- — 


flinence. A life, which, if wet very 
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of Godwith great reverence, and filence, 
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Lord bunfelf for a feafon, who lived int| 
the fame way, as John, for Six Weeks,|| 
only adding to it a flritter, that is perpe-| 
tual,Faft, a2d who probably, till the age| 
of Thirty, [pent much of his time in Soli-| 
tude, and Prayer, and abftaimng from| 
common Converfe ; Joleph, whom our 
Lord affiffed in his work, besng fuppofed) 
aWhceel-wright, aratraconficiens, &|, 
juga boum, and fuch other! 
|| Contra  Husbandry-geere, as Jultin * 
Trypho- Martyr faith ll, and follow-. 
nem. tng his trade at his own. 

Houfe, and both He and. 


our Lord's Mother attending on this Son , 
4: - | 


more than «Man, and retaining doubtlefs j 
at home the fame gravity which he kad: 
when at Vwelve Years old he fate among 
the DoGtors : who alfo afterward, when 
more full of bufinefs, rofe anights, and 
went tuto Solstude for Prayer 5 And when 
he was at Jerufalem vetired at night, even. 
tothe laft (for, there he was apprebend- 
ed) to the Mount of Olives to betake him- 


i, - Aine, Ola Tl 
difcerned by them from bis Behaviour alfo 
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jJelfito Prayer. — | 


To go on, Again ; Such Life pro- 
tetted by thar of Anna, Luk, 2. 3§. conti> 


nning 


The Preface. 


nming in Fafting and Prayer night and 
Hay; by the Lives alfo , in fucceeding 
‘tmes, of the Ancient Hermites a Syria 
und Egypt, famed for their Santlity by 
Antiquity ; avd favoured frequently with 
the Gift of Miracles and 
Prophecy : of whom S. {| De Mort- 
Auftint---Qui fecretiflimi bus Ecclefie, 
penitus ab omni homi- ¢. 13. 

num confpectu, Cre.--- | | 

Who living moft retired quite out of all 
fight of men, contenting themfelves with 
only Bread (which at certain feafons is 
brought them)-and Warer, inhabite moit 
defolate regions, enjoying a converfe 
with God, to whom they adhere with 
noft pure minds, & are moft happy in the 
contemplation of this Beauty , which is 
Jifcernable only by the underftanding of, 
thofe who are‘Saints. Of thefe { will fay 
nothing ; for they feem to fome to have 
too far abandoned humane affairs 5, fuch 
perfons not confidering, how beneficial 
tous their Spzrit is in Prayer, and their 
Lives in Example [77 the contempt of 
thofe many worldly non-neceffaries, which 
others fo much labour for, and in aconfiant 
vacancy for {piritual Exercifes | whofe 
Bodies we cannot converfe with.--------- 
This fo tranfcendent a pitch of Sanctity 
: | } who- 
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whoever of himfelf thinks not admirable} 


& venerable, how can my difcourfe more}! 

i) - perfwade him ? Ard fuch life this Father} 
Fe deliberated once of follawing himfelf, Con-} 
Cat fel Ty po. ec! 43; 
ee | i ot HENS. Balil, that Great Light of the|| 
ca | Eaftern Church, actually betrook, bimfelf\) 
© Wi ae to it, after he had travelled through E- || 
Kc. | oe gypt, Paleitine, Syria, avd Mefopota- 
5. Si mia, and feen, and admired the Lives of) 
ty Li the Holy Hermites there, and Gregory (| 
Onl Nazianzen , by his invitation alfo, not) 
= long ifter , both which lived in the De- | 
ge fert of Pontus wear rhe Euxine Sea, 77 | 
SS | two feveral Cottages or Cells , feeding 
| q much on Pulfe, and Herbs, and roots, and 
‘ & Hl complaining of the barrennefs of the foile \ 
oe to afford even them. We 
a a Epit, 12. havea Letter T of Gregory | 
ey | Nazianzen , begging fome ° 
z herbs of another Hermite, whofaground ) 
= was more fertile, to entertain S. Bafil » 
ac] therewith: But afterward S. Bafil’s Mo- | 
3 ther, who followed her Son, andcame.to ‘ 
ke live in aTown not far off, fupplyed then ' 


i with fuch provifion, as they would admit. ° 

: py In which Defert Grego- — 

+ De Silentio gory Nazianzen faith | 
in Jejuniv. of bimfelf 4 Carnem 

BN meam etatis flore la- | 

fcix | 
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civientem, ¢c>c.---I macerated with ma- 
y and frequent labours,my flefh wanto- 
zing and raging in the flower of my 
ige. Repletion of the Belly,and'the lufls 
ittending it [ quitecafhiered;by the help 
of temperance my eyes were fixed with- 
ntheir lids; [ fubdued choler, fettered 
my corporeal members, deplored my 
orepaft mirth. All fubmitted to Chri/t ; 
ind former things ali vanifhed; the 


ground was my Bed, the courfelt rai- 


ment ferved for my clothing, & hereto I 
udded watchings, and fhowres of tears : 
‘nthe day-time TI fet my fhoulders to 
rand-labour, all the night { fixed my Bo- 
ly like aStatue to finging Hymns ,admit- 
ing nokind of humane pleafure, no not 
mito my mind and thought, Befides, That 
ieavy burden that riches lay on us, | 
hrew it off, that, difcharged of every 
oad, I might more light afcend to God. 
from which wealth [ /azth be . 
Lfewhere > | 1 reaped orly’ -Apol. 1. 
his’ fruit, to Contemn it; 

nd to’ have poffefled fome things’, 
pefore which’ I preferred.. Chrift: 


hus S. Bafilin his invita- eae 
pry Epiftle tto Gregory +} Ad Greg, 
a the praife of fuch alife, Naz. Ep. 1. 

-Ecquid beatius, quam 
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homi- 
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ind) now the Word of God became 
o me fweet asthe Hony.comb. udyd 
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tate the Melody of _4zgeis? At day-break} 


_templative Life, To which the fur of bis’ 
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hominem in terra,ec. Is there any thing} | 
happier,than for 4Zaz upon earth to imi-| 


immediatly to begin his Prayers ? -And/ 
in Hymneg & Songs to worfhip his Crease 
tor °. Then, the Sun appearing, to repair) 
to his employments , but at no time| 
_. without Prayer? Ard in his} 
t Ep. ad Epiftle ro Chilo ¢ his Scha- | 
Chilonem. der, turned Hermite,he ans} 
— fivers the Objettions , ( the} 
fuggeltions of Satan he there cals shen | 
ufualy made against fuch Solitary Con-' 


Anfwer is :-----That, ina world, even’ 
of thofe that profefs Religion,fo wicked 
and feducing ; the advantagesin a more’ 
Active and fociable life of doing, or re-' 
ceiving, good, do not equal the hazards, 
of doing ill, Here thew thefe two Holy, 
Fathers lived after fuch a manner as Gree 
sory Lopez, for four Years; and had fa. 
continued, if a Superior Authority, upor.,. 
a great Perfecution of the Catholick. 
Church fuddenly arifing under Valens an, 
Avian Emperour, had not called them’ 
forth to hazard their livest in its neceffary | 
aft iftance, in afcarcity. of Perfons fo emi 
nent for Learning, and mines 


= 
a! 


Next 


| 


ene Prete : 
Next : If \from the Life of Gregory 
its being patronized and countenanced by 
‘uch Authority, and Example, we pro- 
‘eed to Reafon, and weigh, izzts Scales, 
he two general different ways of living, 
he more Attive and Secular, or the more 
solitary and Retired: 1, Here, firft it 
nuft not be denied, that Chriftian Per- 
ection ts well confiftent with either ; and 
uitainable in any kind of Life, or Calling : 
». Muft be granted alfo, that, where ce- 
era funt paria, where an equal Love o 
Sod, and freedom from Sin and off ending 
um, are, that Life which alfo mere a- 
rounds in the exterioar Works of Cha- 
‘ity. to our Neighbour, 7 which a So- 
wary life feems more deficient , is to be 
referred - for, tt is here fuppofed to have 
U the good which the other hath; and 
ome good alfo,which it hath not. 3.Grai- 
ed alfo, that, whatever courfe we take, 
a cafe our Neighbour in any kind needs 
lp, and there are none elfe but our felves 
9 fupply tt, here our affiftance of him is ne- 
effary , and our with-holding of it a 
tik. 
But, thefe being freely acknowledged, tt 
iuft alfo be allowed on the other fidewn the 
chalf of fuch ‘a contemplative Life, as 
pregorys, ft. In refpect of doing | 
ecb J “good 
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good to our Neighbour, ( which indeed: 


many times ts but a fair pretence > with, 
‘nbich imen cover their trafficking with the 
World only in the Service of thetr Lufts). 

that al fuch duty confifts not only im forme: 

extertour atts of Charity performed ta: 

them 3 but that making continual Prayer 

and Interceffions to God for our Neigh. 

bour (for, this 1s part of an Hermite’s) 
work.) efpecially if this done by a perfor 

for the innocency and purity of bis life By 
gracious with him, 1s no mean AE of Cha 
rity: and that fuch a Perfon's Intercef-' 

fions and foliciting our affairs with God 4.) 
to be valued beyond another's, or the fame. 

Man's Almes; a much as God's belp; 

that is all-powerful obtained by it, 18 to i. 

¢(teemed beyond our’ s: that Mofes's Prayei 

in the Mount conduced much more to th 

Iraelites Victory, than the Swords of thof: 
that fought in the V. ally: That the 006 
Example alfo of fuch folitary Contempla 
tives is of no fmall profit and edification t 
others, in their contempt of all the plea 
ures of this world that are received by 0 
sheng inthe fociety of it, and in the aitua: 
mortifying and fubduing of all the Lufh, 
thereof, in fhewing the non-neceljity 9 
thofe many things that others hold, am 
take fo much care for, and the beattfica 
, : fruite 

| 
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| | , 
fruition of, and folaces in, God,. which 
may behadin this Life: That all Adem- 
bers of the Body of Chrift have not the 
fame office; and that aChriltian’s duty 
seing divided betwixt God, and our 
Neighbour , the No-fervice at all done to 
wr Neighbour (excepting any cafe of ne- 
cefity, where the omiffion of [uch fervice 
'S granted a fin) may be excufed in fuch as 
tre employed mean-while in an higher and 
nore tmmediate Adoration of God: And 
bat it-is meet it be in Earth amongft 
Aen, as it is in Heaven among the &n- 
els's where, as there are fome of them 
ipirits Miniftring to the weceffities of the 
dints, fo there are others Spirits Afittant, 
igher and nearer to God's Throne, that 
ontsnually wait on bis Prefence, and ne- 
er ceafe day nor night their 

ong of Sanctus; Sanctus, Apocal.4.8. 
anctus, This of the In- 

riour Charity that may be done our 
Teighbour sn praying to God for him and 
L the Church, and all the World: But 
fly, as to the Exteréour alfo, the Life 
‘this Holy Perfon, as alfo ordinarily of 
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fuch as repaired to them; and in acquain-\ 
ting themfelves with fuch tocar nece/fitees) 
as needed their frequent recommendation) 
to God, Counfels proceeding from Per-\ 
fons fo experienced, and mortified to the 
world, and, by continual Prayer , of fo) 
much Spirit, may be thought much to exe) 
gell thofe of fecular prudence, and re | 

i 


ing : the Spirit of God only; 
Rom.8.26, vowing his Will, and dix, 
ere Bae rething us according to its) 
and for thefe was this Man, 

of God fo much frequented, upon bis ait 
ftruttions difcovered to have a moft power-\ 
ful operation , and fuccefs. This con-\ 
cerning the good a life alfo led in Solitude 

may contribute to bis Neighbour, = 

2. But then, fince Charity to our felves 

is to take the firft place, and our own fal: 

vation to our beft power to be fecured by us; 

rather than, to the hazard of the, om 

Nei ghbour's : Nor is any one fo rightly 

difpofed ta perfeét others, that 1s mot fo, 

firft, bimfelf, In xefpect of this doing 
good to our felves « Life more retires 

and Solitary (when this ts on our choice, oi 

fo far as it may be obferved in what-evei 
calling, feems to have, for the yet imper 

fed 5 and not confirmed and rooted 
Grace and Chriftian Vertucs, many ad 

5 te vantage 


, The Preface. 

vantages before a life more aétive and 
pblick. | 

| Wekuow the only aime of all truly Wife 
s #lappinefs Eternal, which is nei to be 
ad in this, butinthe next, World, And, 

or attaining this, our firft and main de- 
kais the keeping our felves (as mich as 
re are able) from finning and offending 
‘od in any thing, little, or Lreat; and the 
oing that which may ferve moré to in- 
veafe thegrowth of Grace, and the Love 
“God,and the Spirit in us; e& thatyin cafe 
€ cannot do fome good to others, without 
parent hazard of doing more hurt to our 
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much better affords as which, by remo- |, 
wing the Objetts and occafions, hath fewer | 
Temptations to Sin, and, by removing all | 
fecular cares, and folaces, and objetts, | 
‘hath fewer averfions from Prayer , and | 
thecontinual remembrance and Meditati- 
on.on God, | V 
Ja which life are cut off all thofe Vices i 
of the Tongue! What legions of them ! To! 

ivhich much Converfe betrays « Novice, 

in Chrift’s Schoole, and one unrooted im: 

Vertue, Blafphemy, Swearing, and nfing 

the Holy Name of God in vain, Lying, 

Slanderwng, Detrattion, Flattery, Tale- 

bearing, and difclofing Secrets, V ain- 
glory and Boafting, Prasfing our felves, or 
‘Difparaging others , Oftentation of our 
wit or parts, filthy and corrupt Communte 
eation, Fefting and Scurrility, Foolifh ane 
“Yale words, and unprofitable difcourfe s al, 
which are to be accounted for another day. 

and forme of which 1m their own nature at 
wery great fins 5 and ethers, that ar 
defer, very numerous, and continually re 
—emring, and making up in number, wha 
shey want 1 weight - all thefe I fay, th 
life are remedied by want of Compan) 
“Again; in which life as eradicated Cod, 
tonfnefs and all her Daughters, Core 
ing, Oppreffion, diftrathing Cares, by of 
| 


being without Lands, or Goods; Gluttony, 
Drunkennefs, Luft, &c. by our wanting 
their objett and maintenance. And, if ¢t 
ge lefs glorious, here, to be vertuous, when 
got tempted ; fo 1s tt both our fhame aud 
“wine, elfewhere, tobe tempted and fall; the 
‘ad fate of the moft : and, tn a good choice 
of our Life, the main and principal COnfi- 
aeration ought to be, not what life, if poffi- 
rly we manage it well, is of more advan- 
‘age, and lighlier rewarded in Heaven , 
rut which is likelier ta be more innocent, 
and preferved from guilt : it being far bet- 
er to fecure to our felves any the leaft de- 
rree of Celeftial Glory, than, by afpiring 
0 an higher degree thereof through difp- 


| 4lttes we cannot conquer, (where alfo i is 


—— 


ut a foolifh arrogancy to think we fhall 


pvercome, where we fee moft, by ventur 11g 


2 them before rightly prepared, have bin 
oiled) thus to attain none at all ; and fo 
vecome eternally mifer able. 

As for other things whereof fuch a Soli- 
ary Life asGregory's is cenfured, as 
efuge of Sloth and declining of bufinefs by 
erfons idle and ufele{s, if that be per- 
ormed which is undertaken, no other life 
ccms fo painful, and induftrious, that in- 
enfion of the Mind szcontinual Prayer 
ar forpaffing any Corporal exercife , or 
fee hee EO 4] labour; 


+ deur 
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ve Preface. | 
labour 5 for which reafon with much diffi: |: 
culty we obtain of our felves an hour or twa} 
of Prayer and Meditation ina day; and} 
how few are there that would not rather | 
chufe any employment where the Body 
works, than perform their Devotoons,) 
where it refis? Imean with fuch intenvion) 
of Spirit, as this holy Exercife requires, i 
and as this Holy Perfon didit : who alfa 
obferved, that, this attention being remt- | 
ted, efpectally in bis beginnings, the Devil 
jmamediatly fuggefted a Temptation, And,\ 
if [uch life,after fome prattice, grows fi week) 
unto them beyond all the fweetneffes of this 
world, Spiritus enim meus fuper mel 
dulcis, & herediras mea fuper mel 62’ 
favum. Eccluf.24,27.) we have noveae’ 
for to objett to them rhofe delights, which. 
they have earned with fo great pains, ana 
fich heroical refolutions, i 


3. Again; no other life is fo full of: 


Mortification, as this. Where, fuppofe\ 
our Nature {applied with all the delicacies’ 
fe can defire, andin the greateft vacancy, 
of thoughts, yer this would feem an-unfup- 
portable burden to her to be fo much alone; 
and difenabled from communicating to 0- 
thers either her good, or evil : what ther 
anuft it be, when {he as deprived at once of 
all the contents this World efits 28 to 
oe él 


| 


tes Ace, . 
her Solitude 1s added the firitte (? Poverty, 

or the foregoing of all non-abfolutely ne- 

veffaries : for which reafon S. Aultin faith 

of fuch Hermites--- Vidert illos non nul- 

lis res humanas deferuifle plus, quam o- 
porteret; & our Lord, of the Baptilt that 

among thofe born of Wo- 

men there wasnota greater Jat. 11. 

than he ; fard of him partly | 
at leaft for the feverity and abftracteduefs 
of his life, his coming neither eating, nor 
drinking, wor cloathed im foft ravment, 

living in a’ Defert, and out of any conver- 
(fation, fave that with God. 

- What is it then, that 1s contended-for 
here £ Only that you fecure your felf from 
offending God in your thoughts, words, or 
atitons, and fo live 12 crowds, your Chars- 
cy and your holy Example may do much 
more good, entertain alfo your felf with all 
God's temporal bleffings be honourable, Gf 
you can}, like David; and wealthy like 


Chriftian, Perfection, fhall I fay ? or Se- 
curity,do find the contrary to thefe abroad, 
that every one of thefe, Company, Refpect, 
and Plenty, by your touching them defile 
you; and aot oaly tempt, but conquer and 
_mafter you, Or, if you fee the fame daily 
} 22 thofe others, than whom you can reafon- 


: ably 


Abraham. But, if you, afpiring to a. 
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ably prefume no greater things of your felf 
( forsnone kuow the ftrength of their fafci-. 
nations, but who try them), then flye from 


them as from a. Serpent, Chufe rather | 
fome Cell with Kfoly Gregory , ana live | 


there with Bread and Water , if 
health permit at; I mean, withdraw 


your felf into fo much folitude as your 


Condition will bear; extirpeting thofe 

| two main choakers of the 
+Luk. 8.14. growth of Piety t, the 
Ot oan. World's Cares, and 


Mark..4.19.  Pleafures : and let your 
charity begin at the per- | 
fecting of your felf; avd, when you are . 


el confirmed in the Vertues, and experi- 


ences, learnt in [uch Solitude, 12 Silence, 


| 
\ 


i\ 


i 


and Temperance, being content and well , 


pleafed with the enjoyment of only necef- 


farses; and when by much frequent Prayer 
you have acquired a deeper rooting inGod's 
Grace, the Spirtt,and your affections are 


well fixt o7 the things of another life, then , 


come abroad (if perbaps you Can procure it 


of your felf), and manage all thefe things , 


temporal, when, having gotten a better 


Spoufe, you can no more love them; and | 


fo will att in them purely for God's, and 
"your Neighbour’s Service. 


| Yer, when thus, well fledged, you fije a~ 
road, and your Vertues are beneficially ex- 
reifea in publick employments, remember, 
hat every perfec Chriftian defires fill 
aid envies the Solitary Life, when be can- 
vot poffefs it 5 or rather, if perfect, pof- 
feffeth it, where-ever beis: Inthe miaft 
of kis bufinefs ts alone, and in filence to the 
things of this world , ts praying without 
intermiffion, and always giving thanks; 
hath bis affections fet onthinzgs above, and 
not on things of the earth, or this world, he 
trades with 5 to which be 1s now dead, and 
bis life hid from it, being 

above with Chrift. in Col. 3. 1; 
God. He foweeps mits 2; 3. 
Jcroffs , as though he a Cor.7.29, 

wept not;@ rejoyces 77 its 30, 

profperities, as though he 


-poffeffed not ; aad ufeth this world, as 
if not ufing it; La(fly is an Hermite fil 
only living in a City, and with mush Com- 
pany about him, And [uch an Hermite 
here, we may imagine, would one be, that 
foould be releafed and returned hither fron 
thofe horrid torments, wherein in the o- 
ther World Sina now detains him : as never 


| thinking he had fled far enough from any 


bin: 


rejoyced not ; avd buyes, as though he 


temptations of that, which would carry 
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lead, fo never for a moment to lofe again 


rhe continual fight of God: and fuch doth | 


every Wife man betake himfelf to at fuch 


time, when, having Death in fight, either | 


by fome Sicknefs, or by Age, he would pre- 


pare himfelf for Heaven, dad, is not he | 
happy then, who for. always chufeth that, 


whech men in thesr fobereft minds retreat 


to; and who in this life ss continually do- 


ing that, than which, when Death ap- 


proacheth, he can do nothing betters and { 


which, when dead, he fhall ftall continue to 


| do w.tleaven, Quod non’ 

Luk. 10. 42. auferetur ab eo ? \Jz.the 

| purfuance of which devout ' 
purpofes, I hope the Pious Reader will re- 


cerve many very pertinent inftruttions by 
the perufal of this enfuing Relation of the 
Life of Holy Gregory ; from which 
sherefore I {hall no longer to his lofs detain 


him. 


him thither again. Or fuch a life,we may | 
think, would one returned from Paradife | 


¢ 


Several 7 effimonials con- 


cerning Holy Gregory, di- 
rected to Father L ofa, the Writer 
| of his Life, 


|The’ Teftimony of the Bifhop of 


Cibu, 


Te fending me the Holy and Hlappy 


Gregory Lopez, was 4 fingular 


. favour and contentment to me: 


wherein you have done a thing deferring 
great thanks. For, by this tHiftory we, 
who are Religious, may fhame our felves, 
Jand blufh, feeing thofe that feem fecular 
Vperfons fo furpafs us, and that in a fecular 


Habit is found a life fo Seraphical, and 
advanced to fo high a pitch of Perfection: 
and they who live in the World likewife 
may hope, that with the affiftance of the 


Divine Majeity they, upon difpofing thera- 


felves thereto, may become Saints. dad 
therefore fuch a Life deferves to be muck 


yead, and communicated, As for the Flo- 


Vy and my good Gregory , I loved him 


Heise 2, 


j4 c OVO! "a. GWebi le, AVA AT 1 
Teftimonies. | | 
viuch, Aad, tf I forbare to conver fe with) 
and vifit him, 1 was, becaufe, he not ufing | 
to fpeak except asked, ana I having the 
Title of a Dottor, though indeed I did very) 
much need that which I fhould have learat\ 
from fo good and expervenced a Soul , yet| 
polfibly, my queftions ana converfe might be) 
adged by him too impertinent 5 though yet) 
it cannot well be prefumed of fo good ah 
foul, But, though by my negligence I o-\ 
mitted vifiting bim fometimes 5 when I) 
might, I ever toak bim for what he wase\ 


{ 


i 
\ 


His exteriour behaviour was the bef, ana) 
moft compofed, that Ihave feen in any Spie| 
ritual Perfow: for, the mortification of his 
~ Senfes, being fo very exath, fhewed, there. 
dwelt in that Perfon the Divine Wifdom,) 
the Love, the Fear of God, and an abuns, 
dance of Divine gifts. Bleffed be God for: 
all - and He keep you in bis holy Sereiee, 


ae \ 


Mexico: Septemb. 10. av 
Don Fr, Pedro de Agurto 


Bifhop of Cibi. 


The 


SATS IP ITI we IE 
Teftimonies. 


The Bifbop of Mechoacan. 
ee I came into this Country, I have 
: not found any content greater, than 
that which I received from the relation you 
fent me, of the Life of the boly Gregory 
Lopez 3 which I'value above my Bifhop- 
rick; becaufe it contains things of great 
Spirit, and much benefit to the Soul, You 
Iay employ your felf fiil in writing whae 
you know concerning this Holy Man- for 
my felf I may fay truly, though I have 
Whefe pifty years fiudied and read many 
Vooks, Lknow not any that hath fo excee- 


dingly affected me as the reading of this sor 


WG which my foul fo inclines Afi , 
vith your Prayers, fince, you know, yor 
iwe tt me, and that I love, and éfteem you 
veyond what I can exprefs, 


Valladolid, Decenb.27. 
1598. 


Fr, Domingo de Ulloa 
Bifhop of Mechoacani, 
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vincial of FAG Society of Jefus..... 


- Haue with ruch, attention viewed the | 
I Book you compofed of the Lifeof the.) 
Holy and enerable Alan. Gregory. 
Lopez ; aud have given judguent as you 
wik fec, according to that whichthe Royal 
“Audience commanded me, Lakeaw well, 


ro my value of the B ook. jets. toexprels 4 


could declare it no better. Now will 
here add two things for yours and my own, 
confolation, One is, that Ihave yendrea 
many thanks unto onr Lord, fer having 
brought to my hands this Book, : finee, 
though Leould not read it at that letfure 1, 
defired, by reafon of my employments, yee 
it hath [o moved and excited my tepidity, 
that this effect alone fufficcently {hews me, 
how great a Friend of our Lord this-excels 
lent Man muft needs be, and how much bis) 
Divine Majelty conver fed wath him + inas-, 
much. as the meer examples mentioned tH | 
his Life do foenflame even perfons very ree 
mifs. Whence I infer the other, which 
‘is my great refentment that I did not come 
: hither 
= | 


“Feltimonies, 

they into New Spain all thar time which 
bis great Servant of God lived, to con- 
‘err and treat with him in perfor, and be- 
pefit my felf by his admirable Example, 
ind excellent Aafwers : yet Lam comforted 
hat He, as I conceive, lives in Heaven in 
rreat Glory; and that rhere he hencefor- 
yard hears me, and will hear me ever; for 
halt recommend my felf to him, as Ehave 
eguntodo, and will do all my life. And 
"hope, through his Snterceffion, to.cbhtain 
4 our Lord many mercies. His Divine 
Hajelty protett you, as I defire. | 


Mexico, Novemb. 1 9: 
| T61 2. 


Rodrigo de Cabredo. 


Doétor Pedro de Hortigofs of 
the Society of Jefus, 


“T bath been matter of great delight and 
. confolation to me, that the Life of our 
. good Gregory Lopez, az admirable 
fan, is made publick.: For, it was not fir 
Sis 4 Light fhould be bid. I, as ain 
ye-Watnefs, upon the acquaintance of [a 
ity years can fay, he was a wonder to me, 
ee ae : oe SSRs jo 


Maas) 
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: ‘and I ever obferved in him many figns of } 


true Santhity, Aad , ferting: afide the 
“Divine light, that fhined in him as i 4 
Glafs clear, and difengaged from all care | 
of the world, as alfo an under fianding of | 
the holy Scripture fo abfolute and pure,) 
which God imparted to him, and whereof 1) 
‘often made trial, ‘Three things: Pob- 
ferved, which are fure, and by Saints ap. 
‘proved Marks of a folid Vertue, and Chri 
— ftian Santhity, AOR OR 

‘Firft; the Regularity and circumfpett.' 
nefs of his Words, and purity of his Copia ! 
verfation ; for sf as the Apoitle S. James’ 
‘faith in kis Canonical Epiftle, chap. 2. 
If any offendeth not in word, he is a per-| 
fect man, We who converfed fo long with | 
him, may well fay, he was a perfect mais 
fince we never perceived any extravagance 
ar difcompofednefs 17 his words, nor heard 


a complaint made by any concerning bis be, 


haviour, nor will a man be found that can 
affirm he heard him {peak an idle word, oF 
_ detrattive, or dimautive of another's din 
commendation, or difguftfut, or inharme 
n1L0US, but with all difcretion in A fit [eae 
fon; and always concerning matters of the 
Service of God, and edification of “his 
Neighbours. ae Wai Soh. WER, PET Uae; GF | 
Secondly the Poverty, and extreant de= 
ee ee ae nudation 


: Telt amonies. STE 


paly, things temporal ,. but alfo the defire 
and thought of poffelfing them; and, from 
1 life fo devoid of Covetoufnefs, we may 


according to the fe generally received tefit- 
nopy.of Auguitine--- dugmentum cha- 
statis, &c... The increafe of Charity iS 
che leffening of defire 5 and it’s perfecti- 
Dn, ,to,have none. And whar Chrilt our 
Redeemer fuid : If thou wilt be per- 
edt, fell all thou hait, and follow me. 

| Thirdly ; the Amplitude and dilatation 
| f his Charity, and Spirit towards all men 3 
wccommodating himfelf to the condition 
md quality of every ene; endeavouring 
hat all fhould perfect themfelves in. the 


EY ULCE of ¢ our Lord, by each one following 
be vocation and end, to whith God had 
| alled them well efteeming of, and com- 
| Uber f 3 all the forts of living approved by 
ys 


be Holy Church , though differing from 


Hes own 5 without procuring or mater poli ng 


imfelf 1 to infiruck any one, but tarrying 


Uhe was asked, and confulted: wherein 
e wery plainly difcoverea his feeking 
'od’s, and not his own, honour. 

Lafily; fince God hath propofed him 
nto us for an Example of 4 valiant and 
pis Conqueronr of Heaven, and all thofe 


fe2] perfint 


nid ation. wherein he lived, abandoning Hot 


vell.iufers that he had a perfelt Charity, 
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porent who with a defi ve of benefeiig| 


themfelves have treatea with him +n bis| | 
Life, have found much benefit and quick=| 
ming im lis Spirit; it hath been thought\ 
very fit that. fo holy # Life fhould be: pub. 
difhed, an at aiep that by reading thereo 
alt might be encomvaged , and advanced.) 


‘as well may be hoped from cht faine Lord,’ 
that called, diretted, and preferved ‘him es | 
vew to ine end. 
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| & Lthough the Solitude, wherein 1 
4% live, might ‘excufe me from this 
employment, yet me-thought 1 
hould wrong the heroical Vertues of 
the Servant of God, Gregory Lopez. and 
che great veneration Your Excellency al- 
ways had for him, fhould-I not ‘have 
tefcued his Memory from oblivion by 
writing this Book , and have dedicated 
tto your Excellency. That fo, by your 
Patronage, you may defray the great 
debt, which, in the Government of this 
New World, is owing from Your Ex-- 
ellency to the Counfels, and prayers of 
Jregory; and, by his afiftance, You 
nay purfue the Spiritual Way, fo far as 
he many employments of this Royal 
~ouncil of the Indies may not hinder 
You. For which caufe, as an ancient 
chaplain of Your Excellency, 1 defired 
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to prefent You foeminent a Pattern, as) 
You will find in the Liferof this #7o/y} 
Man ; who fo contributed to the con-} 
folation and inftruction .of his Neigh-| 
bours, that he heglected not his owg) 
Spiritual Exereifes ; for, thefe are they}, 
that molt fecure a good iffuein all af- 
fairs, and Governments. God grant | 
Your Excellency, in this of Your's, all) 
profperity, and fuccefs,. and an aug: 
mentation in greater. Spiritual Prome- 


Santha-Fe. May iQ. 5.40 4! er 
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Francis Lofa, 


aN: 


"Phe Preface, 


The Preface to ‘the 
4 READER. 


Ti fTough it be above Two and Twenty 
“BE * years ago, that Iunderftood it was 
dhe Will ef God, I fhould live re- 
ured from my Neighbours, and their con- 
verfe, there evw remained in me a breat 
defire of benefiting them, what Icould, not 
only by my Sacrifices, and poor Prayers, bue 
any other way to my utrerioft power. And 
therefore I thought my felf obliged to write 
bbe Life of this boly Hermite, called Gre- 


| 


nany years, and by his inftruttion received 
auch good : as likewife I conceive all thefe 
vill, who with affection, and pure tutention, 
eadit, For, befides that ailthe Lives of 
vaints condace much to the advancing, and 
pettering Souls in the way of our Lord, this 
ome feems further ufeful, becaufe with 


Vay, which, i thefe days few travel in. I 
now, by reafon of my want of Vertue, aud 
spirit, L attained not to the writin ip fome 
reater matters of him; and this alfo, be- 
anfe many of thofe things which he tranf- 
ited with other eminent Perfors conld nat 

Bi) Cote 


\ 


sory, Lopez, i whofe company I lived 


rreat fublimity it treats cf the Spiritual. 
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The Preface. 


_ Game to my kunowledg, becanfe T went not | 

ait of this my Retreat,. But I conceive | 
shat, fo [oon as they fee that bis Life i, 
publifhed, our Lora will difcover the man 
sponders of him whith they know, ana 
which his Majelty hath wrought by his 
Servant. For my errours, I defire of thofé 
that perceive any to pardon, and correth 
inem, and this efpecially, of our Holy 
Mother the Church of Rome. For aaj, 
good heresn let Thanks be iVER to oH; 
Lord; aad may it redonnd to the Glory o 


bis Divine Majefty, aad the benefit of my 
Neighbours. : . 

: . "ee ie a 

From Santta-Fe, two i 

Leagues off Mexico, i 

in New-Spain , the 

rathiof Mayy 1612." *- oe 

iy Francis Lofa 
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Sanéla- Fé , Ubid.) J. 27.4- Avalos, & p.2 
“| ag, -r, weatch,)| Lule. r. Religions p.3s 
which » P- g. I. 13.7. i 7. D. Guafteca, p. 8 
jncreafed , p- 2.1. 53) 1.28. x,Lordfhip,p.2o? 
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| GREGORY LOPEZ. 


Of the Birth and Employments of Cre- 
» gory Lopez tll his going to New- 


. Spain: . 


Regory Lopez was born at Madrid 
» in Spain. He feemed to have had 
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si ed after them, And this’ 
ath occafioried fomé curious perfons to 
nagine, that he was.very nobly defcended = 
te Son of fome prime Gentleman. of Ca- 
te: which they gathered likewife from 
is behaviour, being difcreet,noble,.and full 
fan humble gravity ; which he, manifefted 
When he:treated with any Ecclefiaftick} or. 
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The Life of Gregory Lopez. 3 
Secular perfon of quality: for, obferving |, 
always the dué refpeét and reverence futa- |) 
ble to every ones condition, he had an admis |, 
table Liberty of fpirit, wherewith he fpake | 
¢o them; and refolution wherewith he treat- 
ed any bufinefs with them. This is the opi- 
nion, fome had of the linage of Gregory Lo- 
pez; all,that could gather from certain dif- 
courfes I had with him on this fubject, is,| 
that his parents were rather poor, than rich |, 
et, of what rank they were; I could: never, 
iearn; thougha few dayes before his death,, 
1 refolved to ask him their names, that I) 
might make to thema relation of, and they, 
might rejoice, and reap edification from, {0 
good a life, and death - Whereunto he made 
me this anfwer: Since I went intarhe field to. 
lead a folitary life, I bave beld God only for my. 
Father ; wy Brethren by this time may be dead, 
_ for Iwas the yongeft. Such an oblivion of his, 
Family retained this Servant of God; € 
fteeming all nobility as bafenefs sand only 
valuing the power, that God hath given us 
-¢o make our felves his Sons in the Spirit, 
"He was bora the 4th. of Fulyin the Yea 
1¥42. on the Day whereon was then kep, 
‘the feat of S. Gregory Thaumaturgus, thougl. 
now this Feitivity be transferred to the 17] 
of November, He was baptized in the Pari! 
of 5. Gules, and called Gregory, a | 
| } or 


1) 
| 


of Lopex J take not for that of his Houfe ; 
put that he was willing to affume it for dif- 
puifing his Family, He had two Sifters, and 
ivers Brothets; and, though Gregory was’ 
nage the yongett of all, yet itis credible, 
lat he furpafled them in merit, and inthe 
rue Nobility, that derives from Vertue, » 
Our Lord prevented him with his Grace 
ery early in his Childhood ; for, asked by 
le ona certain occafion when he had be- 
un to ferve God, whether it were as foon 
>» he had the ufe of reafon; he anfwered, 
> Knew not for certain, whether it were 
fen, or alittle after : but that he was very 
te, that our Lord called him very early, 
that he had never been’a childe in his. man- 
ts. Andheufedto fay, as one well ex. 
Jrienced, what the Holy Ghoft fpake by 
remias 2 That it would go well with the 
1”, who hath carried Gods yoke from his 
Ras See tt ee head 
In his Childhood he learnt to reade, and 
‘ite, wherein he proved very eminent : as 
}'y befeen fufficiently in certain’ papers, 
+ have, written by his-own. hand, fo fair, 
ven,and curious,that they look like Print- 
5. It is a thing averred, and by himalfo 
inly confeffed; thathe never learned La- 
i’; Nor any of the diberall Arts - Wherice. 
no ee Bz it 
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dorn on the forementioned day. The name 
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it follows, thatin many things he had only, 
-God for his Mafter 5 and by his fol< concuct, 


<A grave, andcreditable Perfon told me; 
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Lifé of Gregory Lopez. 


arrived tomany natural, and divine trutis, 
which men that fpend their whole ‘fe in) 
thofe ftadies, can {carcely attain to, or leat 
out of Books : as inits place we fhall relate! 


that Gregory Lopez, being very-youngs went, 
‘without acquainting his Parehts to the’ 
Kingdom of Navarr, where he lived fix: 
Years, or more with a Hermite ; and whet 
his Father feeking him very carefully at laft 
found him, he brought him ‘to / alladolid) 
where at that time the Court was: and there 
made him ferve as a Page, much againft hit 
will, Of this | have no further certainty. 
than that mentioned. But I underitood from, 
Gregory Lopez himfelf, that he had lived a 
Burgos, which is in the way from Madridte 
Nawarr and he related concerning that Ci! 
ty certain things of edification,and devotion: 
He told me alfo, that he had been fome time 
a Page at Court : yetneither the bravery,no, 
bufinefs of the Court could make him for’ 
set our Lord, or that interior recollection 
to which he found himfelf called. To whic 
purpofe I have heard him fay that whe 
he was fent on a meflage by his Lord 1 
was his principall careto go talking, an 
cconverfing mentally with God, i 
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jourfed very particularly with a certain 
end of his. He likewife told me, that, 
eing one day in prayer in the holy Church 
(Toledo, he received a fingular regalo, 
nd favour from our Lord, the like to 
hich till then he never enjoyed; and, it 
pay be, it was concerning this his way,and 
atour Lord fhewed him favour in it. J 

ve not hitherto heard in what other 

fairs it was that he employed thofe firtt. 
jventy Years of his Life. eves 
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The Life cf Gregory Lopez. 


a) 


wf H A P, I I. 
How he cameto New Spain, and began 
to leade a Solitary Life among the 

{ndign Chichimecos. 
{ could never fully underftand concern) 


W ing Gregory Lopex what motives he had} 
for coming into thefe quarters, except! 
thofe above mentioned ; though he could? 
‘not deny to me, that the principal caufe 
‘wasthe greater gloty of God : who, as 
may be fuppofed, meant to take this hig 
Servaiit from his country, and from amidft 
his Kindred, like another ef brabam , bott! 
to try his faith and obedience, and to con’ 
dud him into the Defert, and there fpeak 
‘to him in his heart, Ffofiotae Oe, 
~ He was fome Twenty Years old wher 
he arrived at the Port of S. Fobn ae Ulua 
and inthe City of Veracruz he gave awa" 
in alms certain white Stuffs, he brougt 
‘with him ; which, as they affured me 
might be to the value of about eight hur 
‘dred: Crowns. From thence he went t 
'¢@Mexico ; but what befell him in the 
Jourdyis not particularly known. ‘Bein 
come to the City,he was fome dayes wil 
‘5S. Roman a Notary, and alfo with tt 
Ce hah eR Se eek je ae eee Secretal 
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The Life of Gtegory Lopez. 
Secretary Turcios to get by his peti where- 
with to defray his charges for pafling to 
Zacatecas, where he hoped to find better 
convenience for that folitary life, which 
ihe fo defired, For the further certainty of 
this his firit coming to AZexico] will pro- 
duce a Letter, which Lew Zapara in the 
Year igor. writ fromthe Mines of Tafco 
to the fame Gregory Lopez to Santta-Fee, 
where he then was. Twenty nine, or Thirty 
Years fince dwelling in the ftreet of Tacuba 
in Mexico, there came a Gentleman from 
{Spain , and lodged ia my houfe, clad in 

Serve , who alfo fafted thar Lent with bread, 
and water: he wascalled Gregory Lopez 5 
|:hey tell me, you alfo go by that name. Do me 
the favour to write, whether you be he, and 
tocommend me to God, &c. Gregory writ 
jback in the fame Letter only thefe words. 
Lam be, yo mention ; and will do what yor 
requejt me. A itile’, furely, very dif- 
creet!, and fo much more becoming 
, Chriftian prudence, as it is far from thofe 
Complements, and fuperfluity of words 
iwherein others fpend paper, and time, 
yabout things of little importance. | 
Gregory departed from Afexice for 
Zacatecas not out of greedinefs of wealth. 
which hath peopled thofe Mines with a 
gmultitude of inhabitants, but out of a a8 
, ae ‘lite 
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fire of getting that pure gold of Charity, | 
which our Lord Chriit counfels usto buy : | 
of his Majefty, tomake us rich. He ftaid |i 
fome few days at Zacatecas, where,being | 
one day in the chief Piazza of that City, | 
at the time when the Waggons departed | 
for AZexico with the Plate, he chanced tos} 
fee the huge confufion, and tumults of | 
Arreits ; oaths, perjuries, threats, quar- ;| 
rells, and debates: infomuch as that two. 
drawing their fwords at that very inftant: 


killed each other upon theplace. - 
This encreafed his defire of retiring 
from the converfation of men,feeing what 


diforders, and extremities they incurr | 
fora litle earth. And having formerly felt.’ 
in himfelf a very vehement impulfe, and 
clear call from our Lord to retreat to Soli-. 


tude,he changed hiscoitly clothes he wore, 


for a courfe canvas and went eight’ ' 
Leagues further into the Country, to the. 


Valley of Amayac, near the Chichimecos , 
whofe cruelty in thofe times was much 
feared by the Spaniards, But, being the. 
fervant of God,he went fufficiently armed. 
with patience, and having begun the war. 


with invifible Enemies, the Infernal] 


powers, dreaded not the vifible, Men e=. 
{pecially, whofe inhumanity, and bar-. 
baroufnels, he thought, by Gods grace, 
ease ih et ah ae, Y o : ra ST t@ 
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The Life of Gregory Lopez. 
to overcome with great kindnefs, and 
condefcendence. In this place he with his 
cownhands built a litle Cell, or Cabbin, 
wherein thofe very Indians aflitted him, 
which contiaueth to. this day : though 
more properly we may term it an Her- 


toleada folitary life in his entring upon 
the one and twentieth Year of his age. The 
generous Youth then feeing himfelf in the 
field, or lists, where he was to engage in 
fuch furious conflicts with the enemy ; 
the firit thing he did, was to put himfelf 
Jintothehands of God, and place himfelf 
under the fhadow of his moft faithfull de- 
fence, and protection, ufing thefe words. 
Lord here I go forth only to ferve you,and not 
tomake any account at all of my {elf 5 tf I 
perifh; on-your account be it : [and meerly 
for your fake ]. By which words Gregory 
did not mean that his foul could perifh 
by Gods means, he doing on his part what 
he ought, and was able: for, this could 
not be imagined of a perfon, naturally, a- 
-dorned with fo great an. underitandin g ; 
and, fupernaturally, endowed with fo 
much light. But by this manner of fpeech 


maitage, being the firit, we know of, that. 
was made in Vew Spam. Here he began > 


he expreffed a heart wholly refigned to 
God,-and enflamed with the love of his 
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Honour, that on his account, and meerly |, 
for his fervice, not his own, he came | 


thither, and on the fame account, if fo 


was his’ Divine pleafure, there would | 


perifh. | 


» From the very initant that Gregory Lopez, 
made this Act, he found the favour 0? our 
Lord very prefent with him, and began to — 


walkwith great courage in the narow path 
to Perfection : wherein he went not a ftep 


back,nor ever ftopped,nor loft fight of that. 3 
light, and clarity, wherewith God guided _ 


him inthis way. He armed himfelf with 
aufterities, and mortifications of his Bo- 


dy ; which he macerated with continuall — 


abitinences : for, he ufed to eat but once 


aday, though his meal were but fhort, é 
of little nouriihiment: ( the moft of his 
time, it was only Ivdian Afaiz or wheat 
parched, with the /ndians call Cacalore ).. 
And this cutora he obferved with fuch ri 
gor to hisdeath,that on no oceafion,though 
of dangerous ficknefs, he ever left it off: _ 
He never eat ficth. If they fent himin alms — 


fome flices of Beef, he thankfully received 


them, difguifing his abfinence, but‘ eat 
them not. His ordinary bread was little . 
cakes of Afziz. He fufferedfome affronts: 
from the Spanifh fouldiers,that pafled that’. 
way to feek out the Lvdian Chichimeces, 
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|‘ The Life of Gregory Lopez. 11 
& take them prifoners. Some termed him, — 
a Lutheran Weretick, becanfe he did not 
hear Mafs : not confidering, that the nigh- 
jeft place, where it was faid, was feven 


Leagues or 24. Miles from his Cottage ; 
notwithftanding at the prime Feafts he 
went to hear it, and prefently returned 
‘to his folitude. Others called him fool, 


| for chufing fo dangerous a dwelling; tel- 
|ling him, Adethinks, you fmell of the Grave 


‘already. But the fouldier of Chrift little re- 
garded thofe terrours, for our Lord had 


‘imprinted in the barbarous Indians fuch a 
| fove, and reverence toward him, that, 


though they killed with their wonted cru- 


elty the other Spaniards there about,when 


they came to Gregory's habitation, they 
faluted him by fignes, and with feverall 
_geftures,and wiotions of their countenance 


and hands, offering him Tuas ( a fruit 


that grows there ) and fome Conies: and 


thofe who had gotten fome words of La- 


tine faid Deo gratias to him ; fhewing 


-'themfelves as courteous, and ciyill to 


him, asifhe had been one of their own 
"Nation, or their Brother , and fo they ve- 


ry willingly helped him to build his little 


Cottage. Whence may be feen, how 


‘powerfull good example, and an humble, 


and milde behaviour 4s, to conquer, and 


foften 


- = iio 
— — = ee tN 5 A ET ETE Te ET ET 


— <a —— —————— 
BEY ge) = 


CHC 


2 


| 


PA 
A 


> 


is) 
i 


| 


= 
= 
2 
z 

en 


= 
seat 2 
aa, y 


os 5) 


Es, 
os 


Se L 4; 
ae Al A ace HX 


Le. 3 ——: 


FOALS 


VILE vaGVeL aN OE: 


YOHC @ THO OME tas Wick ree a 
12 The Life of Gregory Lopez. || 
foften the hearts, evenof wild beafts, |} 
“T have heard it related for certain, . j 
that, Gregory once making a ditch for a 
litle garden he had there, one called AZr-_ | 
tin Mroena, who hada farm notfar frora | 
that place, faw him furrounded with An- 
gells, wherupon he came with great de. | 
votion, and tears, and tolditto his wife || 
Donna Maria de Mercado importuning | 
him much to acquaint her with the reafon | 
of that change, and alteration fhe faw in. | 
him at his return, =| 


* 


CHAP. III. 


The combats wherewith eur Lord ix | 
this time did exerctfe hin, andthe 
remedies he furnifhed hin withall, 

‘to bring hits off vid orious.. | | 


A Lthough the autterity of Gregory in. 
£ \ treating his Body was very great ; as 
likewife his fuffering inconveniences, and _ 
want of neceflaries afforded him occafion 
of meriting : yet all this was pleafantin 
comparifon of the Interior» Exercife; 
wherewith our Lord continually tried 
him. And though in particular he told me. ; 
( vot 44 


The Life of Gtegory Lopez. 
pot, in what kind, or way this Exercife, 
-‘andtriall was, yet he often affnred me, 
the violence of the Combat was fuch, that 
he admired how he had been able to per- 
| fevere; and that his hair ftood an end, 
‘when he remembred thofetimes. This he 
- faid being now an old Souldier and much 
experienced in fuch aflaults. Upon an oc- 
-cafion that offered it felf he, though very 
—‘modef&tly, told a Confident of his, that he 
hada hot skirmifh with the Devill, and 
came toa fpirituall grappling with him; 
and fuch was the contention, that therein 
the blood burft out at his ears,and noftrills. 

The remedy, he ufed on fuch occafions, 
was prayer, wherein he perfevered night, 
| and day: and it was but neceflary, for his 
‘not yielding to his Enemy, to employ all 
hisftrength in requefting it. Now, among 
the fentiments which our Lord for his 
fupport, and confolation, gave him in 
Prayer, there was one very fingular in 
thefe words : Fiat voluntas tua, ficut tn 
cole, & interra. Amen, Fefus. Which he 
repeated continually; fo that for the fpace 
of three Years every time he breathed, he 
uttered them mentally at each refpiration, 
without failing, or forgetting himfelf = 
nor did éither eating, or drinkirig, or dif- 
courfing with any make him intermit this 


Exercife | 
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Exercife. And, Lasking himif he could. 


pofhibly remember thofe words, when he 
firft awaked ; he anfwered mie, Yes: and 
that,fo duly, thatibeing awake, he breath- 
ed not a fecond time, before he called 
them to mind. A thing very ftrange in- 


deed, yet not impoffible to Gregory, as 


futing with the great vigilance, aid con- 
ftancy, which our Lord gave him in all 
that, whichhe reprefented to him, to be 
the divine Will, and advantageous for 
his Soul. 

Atthe end of three Years, wherein he 


exercifed himfelf in the meditating, and 


ruminating on the forementioned words, 
finding himfelf much improved thereby, 


and greatly conformed to the Will of | 


God, in whatfoever his Majeity thought 
fit to ordain concerning him, the fame 


Lord was pleafed to put him upon ano- 


ther Exercife, not fo much of words, as 
works, which was an ardent Love of 
God, and his Neighbours, wherein that 
religious Soul fetled it felf, as ina vér- 
tue the nioft heroical and. moft acceptable 
to out Lord. Supported with fo folid, and 
firm a foundation, he went always. in- 
creafing and. afcending from Vertue to 


Vertue, without evercooling in this a- 


moxous affection of Charity, wherein the 
Divine 


on et 


CHAP. iV. 


Gregory goes to the Bop of Alon- 
lodeAvalos, and there determines 
toreturnta Mexico, by advice of - 

Father kr. Donaingo de Salazar. 


i \Regery Lopez liked well in Amayac, 
A_Fas enjoying there freely his folitude, 
and meeting with occafions enow to exer- 
cife Poverty, and Patience, in the want 
of neceflaries for his convenience, and 
i Salpiee Sothathe would not have 
left that place, had not the Love of his 
Neighbour ( whom he defired to tender,as 
imfelf ) feemed to require it. For, his 
mannet of living in the Defert being fo 
aew, and unufuall in thofe parts, fome 
tude, andignorant People wondred, he. ° 
did fot hear Mafson Sundays, and Holy- 
days, having no remote pofleflion nor 
‘aati ‘in the country, to, excufe him 
tom the Chuich’s Precept they conceiv- 
ing only temporall neceffity a fufficient 
difpenfation herein; and not the pening ¥ 
He Call 
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16 ‘Tee Life of Gregory Lopez. — 
Call of God, and inftin& of the Holy}: 
Ghoft, which drew tothe defert of Eg ype, | 
and Nitria, and other quarters a great , 
number of men,who fetup the Afonaftick, |, 
and Heremiticklife, without having op- |, 
portunity inonce? nay, divers Years, of | 
fulfilling that precept, and others of like |, 
nature ; from which in the iudgment of | 
all learned, and pious men they were) 
juitly excufed. And,though Greg»ry Lopez 
underftood this very wéll, yet he conde. 
{cended to the infirmity, and ignorance of 
that people ; and for avoidig ail fcandall, ; 
removed to the Plantation of Alonfo ae \ 
‘Avalos, wherehe might hear Mats. | 
. Alonfo de Avalos received hiny with ; 
much kindnefs, and dernonfrations of , 
courtefy, offering hima Garden, he had, , 
of a very good aires and fituatiom 5 and, 
uuderftanding, that he never eat fleth, he , 
commandéd his Steward to employ an; 
Indian to catch certain title fith forthe dis , 
et of Gregory. He accepted the Garden ¢ 
but confented not, that any man fhonld , 
be fet on work for hiny, And fo the two , 
Years; that he fpent there, he lived almoft | 
only upori milk, and curds. At the end ; 
of which time ( underftanding, that it was , 
Gods will) he determined to return to= | 
Ward Zacatecas. And the night before his , 
departurey 


| 
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‘Chap. 4, The Life of Gregory Lopez. 17 | 


depafture, ithapned, that as he was ex- 
pecting day to take his Journy, at that 
very time began that great Earth- quake, 
which fell out in thofe parts, in the year 
1566, and, as Gregory was going to open 
is.cafement, the beams of his Cham- 
er fell down, without doing him any 
urt.. Se 
In this his journy, he came toa farm 
or Mannour of Sebaftian Alexia, where 
hey gave him good entertainment, which 


on his Hoft, that forthwith quitting his 
rurious and coftly apparel he clad himfelf 
ncourfe Cloath, fuch as Gregory wore: 


[o whom he bare fo great love and re- 
pect, that he determined to put his Soul 
nd Eftate both into his hands, that fo he 
night take charge and difpofe of all ac-- 
jording to the great prudence wherewith 
e perceived God had endued him. Burt 
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18 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Chap.4. | 
-At that time went preaching in theMines} 
and Towns about Zacatecas Fr. Domingo 
de Salazar an eminent perfon of the Order}: 
of Preachers; who by the familiar com-) 
verfe-he had with Gregory took fuch af-} 
fection tohis good Spirit and manner. of}; 
living, that he earnelily requefted him to; 
go to the Covent of the order of St. Doe} 
minickat Mexico, wherehe would pro-| 
‘cure him a cell and maintenance, there; 
to lead his Life withthe more quiet and 
fecurity, employing himfelf all alone in 
Prayer, and the exercife of his vocation, 
without totally depriving bimfelf of the 
benefits and advantages whicha Life in) 
community (of Religsous efpecially) car») 
ties with it, Gregory, conceiving that, 

| 

| 


courfe was no hindrance to that which) 
our Lord had difcovered to him, of ad; 
di€ting himfelf to Prayer, and the cons 
‘templation of Divine things, determined; 
to follow the counfel a man fo learned 
and fo much a Servant of God, as Father) 
Domingo, gave him; and accepted the! 
convenience and charity offered, and re- 
turned back to AZexico, having lived im, 
the parts above mentioned of Amaiac,the 
the villages of Avales, and Adexia’s Mane 
fiour about feven years ; with two months; 
that he ferved a certain man or the occa” 
- fion F fhallnow relate. 4 


\ 


in thick courfe cloth , and having with 


on the other with fo much love and humi- 
ity, that he made them all aftonithed at 
is rare vertue, enamoured with his ex- 
ellent converfation and company, .and 
efirous to have him ever with them. 
‘at he,» having in two months gotten: 
nough for his poor clothing went thence; 
‘aving them in great forrow at his de- 
arture, which they could not prevent ei-, 
ier with intreaties, and tears, or with 
pony, whichthey offeredhim. .— . 

j During the time that Gregory lived in 
peDefert,great were the terrours where- 
‘ith the Devil had laboured to affright 
m,; andmake him turn back and defift 
om his holy purpofe: fomtimes with, 
e yells, howlings and roaring of the. 
ild beafts of the field, otherwhiles with’ 
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He was apparelled, as hath bin faid, 


time worn out his clothes he was mind. 


one fide with fo much care and diligence,’ 


e cruel murders the Indian Chichimecos , 
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every day executed in thofe parts on the 
Spaniards: otherwhiles he affaulted him 


‘20 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Chap.4.. } 


with fundry temptations interiour, and 


therefore the more fubtile,and dangerous. 
In all which he prefently had recourfe to 
his Prayer and the Armes out Lord had 


fhewn and given him for his defence : 


which were this total refignation where- 


with he put both himfelf and his affairs” 


‘into the hands of God. He repea- 


ted thofe words, wherein he had found | 
fo much light, and erudition, Fiat volua= | 


a 
z 


tas tua, ee; and proftrate on the ground 


before the Divine Majefty he faid; Lord 


: . * 
thou arta Father, and every thing is done 


in thy prefence, and with thy will. With 


this he recovered new forces to go on in 


his Way. 


gS 


Helived (as is faid)-in great Poverty; | 


yet never asked alms in all this time, or 


* afterward in his whole life; but, com- 
mitted all to the divine Providence ate 


what they freely, and voluntarily gave 
him, without asking: and, when this 


failed him, he got his living by working. 
He paffed many days with parched AZaraz 


and a whole Lene only with Purflane ; : 


from whence began that great weaknefs 


he had at hisStomack,which gave him oc- 


\ 
\ 


cafion enough of meriting all his Life. He : 


x 
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Chap.5. The Life of Gregory Lopez. 21 
- fomtimes ufed Corporal exercife in a lit- 
‘tle Garden: though the herbs he fet, and 

cultivated, he fcarce ever ate of, but 1 
much charity gave them to fuch as paffed 
by. He every day read a certain time 
fn the Holy Scripture ; and fomtimes his 
—Lettion was in S. Pauls Epiftles, in Spa- 
aifh, before they were forbidden. Of 
which elfwhere more at large. 


See, ER 


CHAP. V. 


‘He returns te Mexicos and having 
bin at the Covent of S, Dominic, 
goes thence to Guafteca,to continue 
his (olitary Life. 


S foon as he came to Azexico, he re- 
i paired prefently to the Covent of 
ithe Dominicans to Father Dezminic de 
Salazar, to aflift him, ashe had promi- 
fed, in procuring him a Cell, in that holy. 
Houfe. Burt, he being not at prefent in 
the City, Gregory Lopez partly declared. 
his intention to fome very grave and 
Hlearned Fathers of that holy Order, who 
janfwered him, it was not pofhble to grant 
Joim a Cell,without taking the R ligzens 
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22 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Chap.s. 
habit too, which they offered him with | 
much gladnefs,and the joy ofall. So, ha- | 


y 


ving (taid there fome days expecting his 
Patron, on whofe word and favour he re- |! 


lied, and being informed by them about [ 


his not returning fofoon, and that, whea } 
he came, he could not obtain his requelt, / 
upon this likewife perfwading hirnfelf | 
that his vocation was not to live in €om- | 
munity, but folitary, he departed from } 
that holy company to the grief of the Fa- | 
thers, and himfelf, for leaving fuch pious, | 
‘Company. 7) ‘ a 

‘Thereupon, conceiving it more proper” 
for him, and in a manner neceflary, to ) 
follow his firft-vocatton, and the courfe,. | 
our Lord had fhewn him, andin which 
he had proceeded fo far, to the greatim-__ 
provement of hisSoul,he refolved to go to 
Guafteca; which they defcribed to him for 
avait countrey,unpeopled, but abounding | 
‘much in wild fruits, whereon he might ” 
live. This place Gregory Lopez made | 
choice of, to continue the exercifes of his ° 
folitude in: and, though he might juftly ! 
fear this prefeat courfe, by reafon of hig! 
infirmities and weaknefs of Body, yet! 
fie more feared the being chargeable to’ 
his entertainers and hofts : a thing, where | 
in he was ever very cautious,and difcreet, 
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Chap.6. The Life of Gregory Lopez. 23 
$0, putting his whole confidence in the 
‘Divine Providence, he fettled there, till 
God otherwife difpofed of him. He 
lived upon fruits, herbs, and roots of the 
Field : he valiantly fought the battels of 
the Lord, continuing the exercife of the 
Love.of God, and his Neighbour, wherein 
(as we have feen) the Divine Bounty 
had founded him, andadvanced him very 
far. ae 


CHAP. VI. 


Of agreat Sickne(s he had s and how 
(owe about this time conceived an 
tl opinion of him: but others much 
effec and admirehim. — 


| ae sabe Lopez could have continued 
ST in this Wildernefs of Guajfeca all 

the reft of his life, had he difcern- 
edit tohave been Gods Will: which his 
} Majefty fhewed it was not, by means of 
-avery dangerous Bloudy-flux, he fent 
him, which he endured alone, many days, 
with fuch inconveniences, as may be ima- 
sined, in fo great want of all things ne- 
MLO Ory C4. ceflary | 
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The Life of Gregory Lopez» Chap.6, | 


ceffary for his cure, and likewife for his 
ordinary fuftenance. But it pleafed God 
that a Prieft of very exemplary vertue, 
called fohn de Mefa (who without any 
{tipend taught thofe people, liberally be- 
flowing his Eftate on the Poor and 
needy) had notice of his neceflity,where- 
to he applied a remedy with great Cha- 
rity: fending initantly for the Sick Man, 
and providing for him ‘in his own houfe 
with all care, and tendernefs. 


He was brought extreme low with this 


Sicknefs; fo that being very weak, as 


having not been able to eat any thing for 


many days, he fellinto a fleep, out of 
which he awaked fuddenly. with fome 


flrength and appetite to eat, and within a © 


fhort time regained his perfect health, 
Yet notwithftanding this his good Hoft 
would not confent that he fhould return 
to the Defert, but kept him in his Houfe 


near upon four Years, with very great - 
edification both to himfelf, & the Neigh. _ 
bouts about, who upon the report of his . 


excellent qualities came to fee him, 
Though he never difcovered to any, who 


he was, nor what his Vocation, nor the — 


Mental Exercifes, he ufed, his meer sood 

cartiage, and exterior compofition gain- 

ad the admiration, and affection of di- 
yers, 


Chap.6. The Ltfe of Gregory Lopez. 25 
vers, Notwithitanding there wanted 
notfome, that looked upon this with a- 
nother kind of eye, and likewife framed 
a different judgment of Gregory’s manner 
of proceeding. For, he having, as they 
imagined, no work, or exercife to em- . 
ploy himfelf in, they judged him for a 
Vagrant or unprofitable perfon. And 
the fufpicion went further ; for, fome 
took him for an Heretick, though they 
fav him then prefent at Mafs, and obedi- 
ent to the other external obligations of a 
Chriftian, as well as the reft. And, be- 
caufe on this occafion I had the firft no- 
Bee of his manner of living, I will here - 
et down the relation which was given me 
lof him. ; 
There came about that time from thofe 
partsto Afexico a Prieft, and among o- 
her bufineffes entrufted to him to treat 
there one was; That thereabouts lived 
man, who was much fufpected to be a 
Lutheran Heretick , becaufe he carried 
o Beads for his prayers, nor ufed other 
igns, by which good Chriftians are wont 
to exprefs their devotion and a found 
ind. Iasked him, whether the party 
poke well in matters of faith ; and if his 
ractice were futable; He told me, he 
feemed very knowing, asto the dope | 
Q 
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_fhould fee a Thief without his Beads,you 


Yeafon anfwered, that what I faid he ap- 


tocarryhim a hat, for, he wears none 


26 The Oe of Gregory (oper. Chapa 6 
of faith , and had all the Bible by heart 4, 
as to his prattice, he was a perfon blame 
lefs, he kept almoft always alone, ag; 
though he had extraordinary bufinefs), 
yet never acquainted any therewith. He 
continues long, faith he, in the Church J, 
and we cannot extort from him what hig. 
Country is, who his Parents, and Kin} 
dred; he treats of.nothing of the World 
asthoughhe hadnever livedinit. I fat 
miliarly replied, that] would not have 
the Priett like eli, who miftook for a 
effect of Drunkennefs the change Aza) 
difcevered in her looks , when the pray- 
ed weeping bitterly before God. If you! 


would not thereupon take him for an He: 
retick , how much lefs then a perfon of 
fo good life, fo well read in Scripture, 
and who‘e converfation feems tobe only 
with God ? The Prie& fatishied with'this 


proved of , and that he muft needs bea 
very good Man : adding, [have a mind 


(perhaps becaufe te hath none), and will 
forbear from informing the Inquifi rag 
apainft him, as Lintended. This paffe 
betwixt the? Prieft & me concerning a 
oy Lopex, of whom till then T knew noe 
a things 


| 


aing, nor did I then know his Name: 
hough, by the aforefaid relation, I had 
-good opinion of his manner of life, our 
word laying a beginning, without my un- 
lerftanding fo much, for the great fa- 
routs and mercies ,; which his Divine 
Majefty by means of this his Servant was 
0 do me; as Hab be thewn hereafter. | 


CHAP. VII. 


After four years fpem at Guafteca, tao 
much known, be removes te Atrifco: 
and from hence for the (ame caufe 
tothe Santtuary of our Lady of Re-. 


_ medies; where > upon new com: 
: plaints made, he is examined (as be- 
' fore in Atrifco) by the Commande- 
ment of the Arch-bifhop, touching 
his Spirit and manner of Life; who 
remains much {atisfed with the Re- 
lation thereof. 


| ae He defire Gregory Lopez had of not 
T' being known, and the great care 
he ufed in concealing his Spirit, 
| and heroical Vertues, made him fhift his 
v3 : Ration, 
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28 Th, Life of Gregory Lopes. Chaphh q 


changed his flation or aboad) he depart 


Youth 


z 


ftation , in imitation of the ancient A7e7) 
mites; who, fearing to be knewn ani! 
honoured by men, travelled often fron’ 
place to place. So, having lived 1} 
Guafteca about four years, and feein| 
himfelf much known, and generally ¢! 
fteemed by the Indians, and Spaniards| 
through inftind of the Holy Ghott (for 
it is conceived , he thereby alwayi 


ted for Atrifco; and a League off if 
Town, before his entrance into it, Goo 
prefented him to a man of quality, by’ 
name John Perez Romero, who in his 
houfe allorded him a Lodging, and every: 
thing neceflary for his maintenance. He 
liked here very well; for, his Entertai) 
ners were very good: Chriftians, and pro. 
fited themfelves by the good counfels, 
and the example, he gave them (this be-} 
ing the thanks and requital our Pilgrim: 
made them that entertained him, and 
wherever he went.. an |, 
The temper of the Country was very 
grateful to him, and the rivers, brooks, : 
and freth aire of the Fields, fuch as might' 
contribure much to devotion and recol-! 
lection. Yet it was not our Lords will’ 
he fhould five there above two Years’: 
For, the fower of tares, and Enemy of 
@ur 
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ur welfare ufeth to obfcure and bury 
ne Vertue, and light, which fhine and 
nlighten us, that others may not proft, 
or go forward in the fervice of God ; as. 
id by his means the Holts of Gregory, 
nd many of the Neighbours about. 
—Tocompafshis ends, the Enemy ufed 
or his inftrument certain Religious Per- 
ons that lived there, none of the learn- 
der fort , though well-meaning, it is 
kely, and zealous, but not fecumdum fcz- 
nttam, Who, feeing fo great mortifica- 
ion and compofednefs in fo young a 
Aan, and fuch admirable wifdom, ver- 
e, and fpirit in one unftudied, and 
vearing no habit of any Order, wherein 
je might have acquired fuch excellent 
jualities, were greatly fcandalized, and 
zared where was nothing to fear , and, 
jorgetting that faying, The Hood makes 
ot the Monk; and what the Prophet 
aith, Bleffed is the man whom thou (halt 
Vofiruit O Lord, and teach him out of thy 
Law; Plal. 93.12. they fo aggravated 
he matter before the then Archbifhop of 
Mexico, that his Lordfhip thought it ne- 
eflary to make very particular informa- 
ion for difcovering the truth ; which be- 
ng juridically done, he declared with 
reat folemnity by publick fentence the 
7 egtra- 
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30 The Life efermeete Lopez. Chapt 
extraordinary piety, innocence, and ver}! 
tue of Gregory Lopes. 

He having by this gained a greater. re 
putation of Sanctity i in the opinion of all 
itraight asked the leave of Fob Peres! 
Romerc,and, departing from him, and al! 
his Family, and thofe quarters, grieved 
for the lofs of fuchholy and fo edifying! 
company, he took his journey toward! 
Mexico, Andfroma place near Tefcue 
lifting up his eyes he efpied om the othe; 
fide of the City the Houfe and Sanctuary 
of our Lady of Remedies; and, thinking 
there might haply be found fome lodging! 
there, where he might live in the profei 
cution of his folitary life, he made to! 
ward it, without entring AZexico ; andi 
perceiving the Houfe was dedicated tc! 
the Mother of God, he rejoyced ex! 
ceedingly,and purpofed 1 tocontinue thert' 
in the fervice of the Queen of Heaven' 
God direCted all this for the good of ma: 
ny fouls there, who profited much in ver’ 
tue by the behaviour and difcourfes of 
Gregory. 

For fome Months at his firlt coming 
none knew who he was, and fearce any: 
heeded him: for, being extreme wary 01 
not difcevering outwardly the favour: 
God cis did him, feeming: rathe’ 

i! 


q 
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ahis exterior a fimple man, of weak 
arts, and little underitanding, there was 
one that reforted tohim, or that lighe 
pon that treafure, which God had hid 
1 this Solitude. Hereupon he fuffered 
reat neceffity and lack of maintenance ; 
» that I underftood he lived there many 
ays only upon wild Quinces. 

_ Yet after fome fpace they began to ob- 
srve him more, certain devout perfons 
rom time to time, whenthey kept their 
Novendials there, inviting him to dinner, 
They marked diligently and exactly the 
ewattire, and manner of life of their 
suet, Some were edified with his 
| eee tar and carriage , others were 
ffraid of its judging it fomwhat fufpict- 
usto leave the common road wherein» 
not went. Others lefs advifed thought 
im aman of ill life, and a concealed He- 
etick , abhorring him, and fhunning his 
ommunication and company ; and in 
his particular he fuffered much with ve- 
Y admirable patience: though I have not 
een able hitherto to learn more particu-. 


i 


jirly the notable things which there befell . 
iin. | 
] The news of this came to the Arch- 
Wjhop’shearing, Don Pedro Adoya de Cor- 
reras.of happy memory, who, as became 
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32 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Chap.74 
fo vigilant and careful Prelate, defired. 
to be informed concerning the life, and, 
manners of Gregory Lopez, and the Spirit, 
that guided him. 7 at) 

About this time went to our Lady of, 
Remedies to fee him ; and by the difcourfe, 
Lhadwith him I was much fatisfied con-, 
cerning his Spirit, and accounted him a) 
inan of folid and well-grounded vertue. | 
gave this relation to the faid Arch-Bifhop,, 
ielling him, this was my opinion. His 
Lordthip, for the further fatisfyiag hime, 
felf, and better difcharging his office, in- | 
tended to examine this bufinefs more par 
ticularly. So he enjoyned Father Alonfe 
Sanchez of the Society of Fefus, aman O 
sreat piety, andlearning, much addicted, 
to fpiritual matters, and experienced, 
therein, purpofely, and with all diligence, 
vo examine Gregory Lopez, making (as, 
they fay) an Anatomy of him, and to; 
confider his employments, exercifes, and, 
manner of proceeding. With this Com, 
miffion the faid Father went to our, Lady, 
of Remedies, fpending much time with 
Gregory, and asking him very particulan 
queitions concerning the Catholick Faith. 
his own cuftomes, and Spirit; to all 
which he anfwered with fuch caution, ane, 
humility, and in fo few words, that # 


| 


| Chap.7, The Life of Gregory Lopez. 33 
teft him {till more in fufpenfe, and doubt, 
and more defirous of getting the truth 
out of him. Therefore, thinking any other 
courfé was but lofing time,he refolved to 
{peak plain to him; And fo with ajgrave, 
& fevere afpect he thus befpake him. J de- 
fire to be free with yous Aty Lord Arch. 
Lifhop. fends me to take cognifance of his 
Sheep: anfwer ime clearly, and plainly; 
Fo which Gregory replied: It 7s very fits 
J fhould obey my Paftor, and Prelate, and 
your Reverence in hisname. Waving pre- 
mifed this, he began’ anew to fift him 
from top to bottome; asking him many, 
and very fubtil queftions in matters of 
our -holy Faith, and Chriftian do@trine- 
fo all which he anfwered clearly, and di 
tinctly , grounding his anfwers on the 
eloly Scripture, and relating the Here- 
ies, that had rifen againft the Catholick 
ruth, telling the times, and principal 
fieads of the Arch-Hereticks ; together 
ith the Saints, and Ecclefiaftial writers; 
nd Doctors, that have impugned; and 
written againftthem. i, 
This he did with fuch weight of fen- 
ences, and gravity of expreffion, that 
ne Fatlier remained aftonifhed. But he 
auch more wondred at the excellent fo- 
ttions he gave to allthofe doubts, and 
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34. The Life of Gregory Lopez. Chap.7- 
to objections he propofed to him, about 
his Spirit, and manner of Life: perceiv- 
ing in him rich flock of divine and hu- 
mane prudence, Hereupon the faid Fa- 
cher was not only well fatisfied of the ex: |, 
cellent Spirit of Gregory, but alfo much | 
affected and taken with hiss <3, 
Of all this he gave the Arch. Bifhop a 
relation and account ; and his Lordfhip) 
was exceedingly pleafed, that a man of 
fo great vertue, and Spirit, had oyned) 
himfelfto his flock ; and from thence for-! 
ward he caufed him to be much madel 
of and often vifited; my felf being the 
Meffenger and internuncio. 
The firft time that I fpake with the’ 
 Archbifhop, after Father Alonfo Sanchez 
had given him an account of his com-! 
miffion, his Lordfhip told me, that, a-! 
mong other things, which the Father faidi 
to him, in favour and approbation of 
Gregory Lopez, were thefe words: T7#-' 
ly, my Lord, 12 comparifon of this man, 1 
ave not begun my fpiritual A, &. €. 
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. CHAP. VIIL- 


For gaining better health he us re- 
_. moved to the Hofpital of Guafteca s 
andthe cnterior and exterior Exer- 
cifes, wherein he there imployed 


himfelf. 


mee years had Gregory Lopez conti- 
| nued in the holy Houfe of our La- 
dy of Remedies, when he felt him- 
felf very weak, and tortured with pains 
of the Stomack, and the Colick; by rea- 
fon of which indifpofitions the cold and 
ftrong winds, that commonly blow in 
thofe high countries , were very ill for 
him: fo that, for want of health, his re- 
moval was neceflary to the Hofpital of 
Guafteca which is in the Marquifate of 
Vale; twelve Leaguesfrom Afexico. 
As foon as the Archbifhop underftood 
of this refolution, he feat hima Horfe of 
his own Stable, and fome cates, together 
with a Servant to attend him and ferve 
him in his journey. ) 
| We departed from our Lady of Reme+ 
dies for Guaffeca , Gregory Lopex , the 
bee Gag Arch- 
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36 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Chap 8. [ 
Archbifhop’s Servant, and my felf, in the |: 
year 1589. and fo great was the efteem 
which they held him in, who had con- |’ 
verfed here with him, that at his depar- | 
ture they all flrove to get-fome of his | 
poor Houfholdftuff, which was at pre- i 
fent two or three Sheepskins, that ferved | 
him fora bed, anda Pitcher to keep wa- } 
ter in. And, though I intended toget } 
one of thofe Sheepskins, I couldnot ob- | 
tainit, notwithftanding | was Curate of 
the Cathédral, and fo well known of all 5 
fuch was the affeCtion and devotion ‘ 
wherewith the pious people defired: 
them. H 
Lleft Gregory on his way to Guafteca,’ 
that I might not be wanting to my charge | 
at Mexicv. He, attended by the Arch- ' 
bifhops Servant, fo foonas arrived there, ' 
was received by Brother Steven de Her-' 
rera, though the accommodations could | 
not be great, by reafon of the poverty: 
the Hofpital fuffered in thofe its begin+: 
nings. He placed him in his own Lodg-' 
ing, with order to allow him neceflary, 
maintenance, and not to employ him in! 
any. thing atall.. The Brother performed 
toward him all offices of Charity, which! 
he ufed: toward: thofe that came thither,’ 
For, though the number was great, by: 
| oh rea- 
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Teafon of the pleafant temper of the aire, 

¢xcellent for recovering of health, and 

the Hofpital then had no revenue fuffici- 

ent for maintaining ‘the Poor, nor houfe 

to lodge them in, nor meanes to build 

with ; yet it was never wanting compe- 

tently to fupply them both for their cure, 

and relief, 

A thing indeed, which viewed only 
with humane eyes may feem impofible, 
and too extravagant. Yet fuch was the 
courage of Bernardine Alvarez,the Foun- 
dernot of that Hofpital only, but like- 
wife of that of the Convalefcents in ALex- 


Kferved moft happy fuccefs,. profpering 
doth imhis relieving, and curing of many, 
_ remember, that, when I asked this great 
Servant of God hisconfent, that Gregory 
Lopez might be admitted into that Hof- 
pital, he anfwered me; J would to God, 
; ather Lofa, J could bring to my Hofpiral 
Uthe Poor in the World; for, I have ve- 
y great confidence in Jefus Chritt, that | 
se would keep them all: be it as you defire, 
yith all my heart. And in effect it is feen, 
iow well grounded on the Divine provi- 
lence that work went ; fince, within two 
fears after it was founded, there wasin 

| D 3  thag 
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that Houfe of Guafteca provilion for fe- 
venty and five Perfons; and from thence 
forward it hath fo far increafed, that God | 


( 
keeps a Table in that Defert for all forts 


= = _ 


of poor and neceflitous; Men, and Wo- | 
men; Spaniards, or Indians ; who come 
for cure to this Hofpital, not only out of 
all ew Spain, but likewife from Guate- | 
mala, and Peru, for the good entertain- | 
ment they find here, and the plenty of all | 
neceflaries for their health, and refrefh- 
ment, and the great charity and care’ 
wherewith they are looked to; fo that’ 
almoft all thofe that go thither with In.’ 
curable Di‘eafes ina fhort time recover 
perfecthealth. This, inbrief, ofthis faz! 
mous Hofpital; becaufe Iconceive, that’ 
Gregory Lopex his being there at its be- | 
ginning was no fmall caufe of its in- 
creafe. 7 3 
“Here then our Cregory had his mainte-’ 
nance certain under the title of Volunta- 


~ gy Poverty, and being alfo difcharged of 


i 


\ 
| 


-allcarés (though temporal things never, 
difquieted him ) he employed himfelf 
wholly in Divine Contemplation, and 


\ 
i 


Mental Exercifes, perfecting himfelf in 
the Love of God and his Neighbour. 
wherein fo many Years before he hac 
laid the foundation. But, though his 
eek i heat.” “ f ? sf ; Exer- 

| 


Ye ee 


_Exercife was the fame,the improvements 
therein every day were very different, 
He was all day retired ina Chamber a- 
part. He went forth on Sundays, and 
Holidays, and fome Week-days to hear 
Mafs ; and thisin the Hofpital- Chappel, 
and, if fomtime Mafs failed there , he 
went to the Monaftery of St. Dominic to 
hearit. And, though that place was fo 
very delightful, by reafon of the many 
_and good fprings, the fields, woods, and 
profpecs, yethe never went forth to fee 
them, all the time. he lived there, fave 
only once, and that at my inftance. 

He feldome vifited the Sick, becaufe 
by reafon of his great weaknefs andten- 
|dernefs of conftitution the ill fmell, pro- 


‘that are cured there, did exceedingly 
hurt him. For this reafon there wanted 
not fome of thofe why attended the Hof- 
j pital which murmured againft him (it 
| being no news for Afartha to complain 
of Mary) asa fhallow, impertinent, and 
idle Perfon. But thofe that attentively 
confidered the actions of Gregory Lopez 
| judged far otherwife of him; for, they 
| found by their own experience that Al- 
mighty God favoured andaffifted them 
by means of his Prayers, and that there- 
| D 4 by 
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40 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Chap.8," |. 
by their bodily ftrength was increafed to |/ 
help the fick day and night, They alfo 
perceived the great gift of Counfel God 

had conferred’ on him, wherewith he 
comforted, andcalmed thofe,that in their 

affliGions ‘and ‘troubles repaired to him. 
He had a fpecial talent in pacifying, and 

-chearing many of the Sick, who either 
through their ill humour, or the violence 

of their difeafe, were fo cholerick and | 

peevifh, that the Infirmarians could not |i 

endurethem. Sothat, thefe things well |} 

weighed, he was no fmall benefit to the |} 

Hofpital; éfpecially being one thathad } 

no office, or charge to meddle with any 

thing therein; for, he was never one of | 

thofe Brothers, -called of the Convale- | 

feents: and (as was faid) Bernarain Aly 
varez had commanded exprefly that he 

fhould not be employed about any 

thing, tod oe 

| have obferved (not without fome 

profit to my Soul) that the Devil our. 

adverfary having been worfted in any at- 

tempt, or skirmifh, and (as they fay) 

layed his hands on his head, yet ufually 
zeturns fo freth to the combate, fo eretts 
hig creft, fo preparesand excites himfelf, } 
dnd with fuch courage renews the en= 
countet, as if he had before been the. 

Bec Neos dl tek he a * Victor,” 
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man, as if he engaged only with our 
weaknefs, and there were not with, and 
within, us the favour of Almighty God, 
and aid of the jfrovg one armed, Chrift, fo 


bim, Gregory, as an old Souldier of our 
Captain Fefws, knowing well this fure 
orotection, when I related to him any 
conflicts. internal, or external, anfwer- 
ed with the Holy Ghoft, : 

Who is not 96 » what t Eccl. 34-9 
rzows he’ + As if he ae eects 
hould fay, Heknows no. 7 aie: ai * 
Veit. : qualia {cst § 
About this time that admirable Perfon 
i'r, Peter de Pravia of the Order of Pre- 
icants, the mirrour and pattern of wif- 
ome, humility, and religion, being firft 
Reader in Divinity, and Vicar General of 
he Archbifhoprick, of Afexico, having re- 
ufed a Bifhoprick (whofe Soul, [hope in 
ur Lord, is, with his Father St. Dominie 
n Heaven, irradiated with very great 
lory ) went exceeding privately to 
juafieca , to enquire into the life, and 


——— 


kely that fuch a one,fo free from paffion, 
ad fufficient grounds moving him to go 
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Vidtor. Hereupon he reaffaults the fame 


oft as with Faith, and Hope we ask it of | 


panners of Gregory Lopez: and it is 


2 in perfon to him. In,conclufion he. 
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42 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Chap.8, |: 
made a diligent and particular fcrutiny | 
concerning his manner of proceeding, j, 
and life, and found fo good a report and }; 
tefimony, that from thence forward he |, 
bare hima greater refpe@t and love. And |, 
this I obferved; though the faid Father | 
acquainted me with other things of very} 
great importance and fecrecy, he never}, 
imparted to me his intention in going thi-| 
ther ‘ | 
I have alfo been informed , that the ;, 
Bifhop of Guadalaxara with: all care and |, 
diligence made enquiry into Gregory's ; 
manpers, during thofe feven ¥ ears, which 
we have faid he lived in that Diocefs, 
And his Lordthip ufderftood clearly, | 
that, though Satan ufed all his power ta_ 
obfeure the life and fame of this great- 
Servant of God, yet he always came 
forth like Gold out of the Crufible, pu- 
rer, and more refplendent 
Gregory did another work of no fmiall | 
benefit in that Hofpital, which was the 
making a Book of Physick, extracted 
from divers experiments, and the great 
judgment he had in the Properties and \ 
natural vertueof Herbs. This Book the , 
Brothers found ufeful, and advantageous 
co them for their curing the Sick; and, 
when they went about allthe country to, 
ious. ask 
| 


chap.o. The Life of Gregory Lopez. 43 
isk alms. And the benefit and 


He many times likewife employed 
eda in making, and mending his poor 
Apparel ; for, in this he had a particular 
+o and he cut-out, and made-up all 
iis clothes, even to his litle grey cloke 
that covered him, except ahat, which he 
never ufed, unlefs he went ina very hot 
Sun. He made him no new Shoes, but 
mended them fo well, that a pair lafted 
jhim above three Years. ; 


CHAR IX. 


\By reafon of a great Sicknefs Gregory 
Lopez returns to Mexico’: and 
from thence goes to Sanétae Fe, 


| Cyt Lord was pleafed to remove this 
| Light, that for a while it might 
| fhine in fome other parts. So he 
jient this his Servant a purple Fever : 
}though at firft it was notknown for fuch, 
ee He 
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| a4, Th? Life of Gregory Lopez. Chap.o,}, 
He with his great courage, mortification, |) 
and patience, kept on foot as well as he 
could for three Days, till the violence of} 
his difeafe made him content to be trea-} 
ted like a Sick man. He was let blood| 
above fourteen times, which, in one fol; 
weak, was enough to have put an end to 
his life.. But our Lord kepthim for an) 
inftrument of his greater glory, and the| 
profit of many. So that, although he was}, 
brought extreme low, the Divine Bounty} 
reftored him, but his ficknefs left be-} 
hind it fome very troublefome remain-| 
ders , among which a great inflammation} 
of the Liver, and alittle lingering Calen-| 
ture, that was not quite rooted out. fi 
This forced him to remove toa colder; 
Climate,namely to a Town three Leagues} 
from Adescico, called S, Auguffine. He; 
lodged in the houfe of Fohn de Efcobar,; 
who had requefted him at Guaffeca to; 
come thither. From whence he writ to; 
ime, giving me notice of his arrival; this, 
- Letter I received having my foot in the 
*.  ftirrup to go to fee him in Guafleca. 1) 
went to S. Auguffin's, wherel found him, 
very weak, and ftraitened for attendance | 
and Igoking to. So, not thinking it fit, 
upon good grounds to leave him in that) 
place, [ brought him with me to esi 
chai Se ¢ and 
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and kept him in my Houfe fome Months: 
whillt he was recovering ; who alfo help- 
ed many devout and fpiritual perfons, 
that came to vifithim, and confule with 
umm about their affairs. And he did fo 
much good inthis place, that it might be 
evidently difcerned, that our Lord for 
this purpofe brought him to this City: 
‘hough all the time he lived here he went 
lot outof my houfe, fave to the Colledge 
of the Soccery of Fefis to hear Mafss not 
even to the Viceroy’s Wife, the Afarchio- 
“fsof Villa Manrique, who much defired 
ofeehim, and intreated me three feve- 
al times to bring him tothe Palace; he 
xcufed himfelf to me, faying , that 
jicither he needed the Lady Alarchionefs, 
hor fhe him. This proceeded from no fmall 
ourage and difintereft, efpecially in a | 
ime when the AZzrquefs was honoured 
quch , and the Marchionefs much ob- 
erved, and refpected by all. Indeed 
es Years after Gregory, hearing that 

¢ Marquefs was much troubled at 2 
neflage that came to him out of Spain, 
aidtome: Now Liwould vifit the Mar- 
fhionefs, af fhe fent for me. And yet the 
Warquefs and his Lady were then in 
“efcuro,and Gregory at Santha-Fe : where- 
y may be feen, how much a flranger he 
was: 


46 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Chap.o9.! 
was to the ceremonies ordinarily ufed a+} 
mong men; inasmuch as he denied the} 
Vilitinatime of profperity which with 
-eafe he might have performed; and in: 
time of adverfity offered it himfelf) 
though it would have coft hima journ f 
of above fourteen Leagues going and 
coming. } 
He was not perfectly recovered in 
Mexico, nor quit of his lingering €alen- 
ture; his weaknefs was great, and his 
appetite to his meat fmall. .On the o 
ther fide he fighed after his beloved Soi 
litude :- though he had moft ftrictly a 
ferved it at my houfe in A¢exico. Yer 
notwithfanding the commodioufnefs 0: 
the Country more pleafed him. Where. 
upon I went about very carefully to fee ; 
out fome place nigh the City , where he 
might enjoy his Solitude, and I often vifi: 
him, and fome way relieve his Sicknef\ 
and poverty. | t 
—Whilft Iwas thinking thus, our Lore 
fo ordered, that one day we two wen 
forth to feea litle Village called Sazéta' 
Fé two Leagues off Adexzco; the govern 
ment whereof belonged to the Dean an 
Chapter of the Church of Afechoacan, { 
feemed to us very fit for our purpofe, b 
reafon of its good temper, and healthfu 
| aire 

1 


shap.g. The Life of Gregory Lopez. 47 
ire, thegreentrees, and freth {prings, 
hings that ufe to make folitude more 
rateful : Though Gregory little minded 
hefe delights, his converfation being al- 
ogether interior, as we fhall thew ina- 
other place. I communicated this buf 
efs with Doctor Hernando Ortiz de Hi- 
osofafirft Reader of Divinity, and Cazox 
}f the Cathedral of Avexieo, Bifhop E- 
>Ct of Guatemala, who was at that time 
.ector of Sanita-Fe ; Who, as became 
J) piousaman, and one forward to ad-- 
ance and promote all good, very freely 
ave Gregory Lopex leave to dwell in a 
‘en fomwhat diftant from the Town, 
ated upon the river that runsto AZex- 
6. Hecommanded alfo, that the Zvdz. 
sfhould provide him diet at the charge 
ai the Hofpital erected there, which like- 
ife belongs to the Church of Azecho- 
(Azz, : 
| Gregory Lopez having obtain d this Li- 
ience from Doétor Ortiz went to that Re- 
| eat the 22th, of Adzy,1589. on Monday 
| Whitfun-Week_: where he continued his 
sercifes of Prayer, and Contemplation 
i his Death ;: as fhall be fhewn here- 
ter. | : 
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of the Life Gregory Lopez led M 
Sanéta-Fes ad bw daily Exer| 
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‘His Manfion was new to Gregory 
“but very commodious for hi 
Spiritual Exercifes, which ‘wer 

not new, but the fame wherein God nal 
placed him at the firit, though {till witl 
greater advancement. 4) 
He lived alone in that little Cottage a, 
bout feven Months without converfin, 
with any, though as oft asI could! Vi, 
fired him; arid fomtimes, asl think, fom, 
other devout perfons : who, when h, 
went on Holy-days to hear Mafs at th 
Parith-Church with thofe of the adjoin, 


him: on which occafion fome time or 0, 
ther they reforted to him. ren | 
By thefe frequent Vifits I made to hit, 
his great’ ftock of vertue and fpirit ever, 
day difcovered it felf more to me, whit, 
made me very defirous to live in h, 
compaity, Tbefought our Lord by 1 
| | ov 
ee | 


awnand certain Religious Perfons pray- 
ers, that his Majefty would Jet me under. 
Yand his moft holy, will; ‘fince, in the 
udgment of many, the employment that __ 
‘had in Afextco was fome, way profita- 
dle, and to Gods fervice. For, I had 4- 
ove twenty Years been Curate of the 
reat Church, and took the charge of 
the bafhful Poor, whom I fupplied with 
peceffaries the {pace of ten Years and 
nore, out of the Alms Icontinually asked 
0 this purpofe. For which caufe my 
juperiors much doubted whether it were 
t to permit me to retire to a Solitary 
fe. Butat the laft our Lord was pleafed 
) to direct, that I determined this courfe 
yas expedient, and my Superiors con- 


thentheydeniedme, § = 
} So I came from my refidence to this 
‘own of Santta-Fe at Chriftmafs that ve- 
7 Year 1389. where I enjoyed the con- 
any of Gregory Lopez, till his death ; ac- 
irately obferving all his aGions , and 
fords, eying him very narrowly night 
adday, to fee if by familiarity and com- 
jonconverfe [ could difcover ary thing 
pntrary to the good opinion I had of his 
minent Vertue, ButI was fo far from 


ented to it, and gave meleave, which 


at, that I became much more confirm- 
; | " 6a 
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cei had entertained there’ ' 
fo increafed in me, that every 
d to me more adme } 
heroical, and his ) 


e 


derftood: and 
f thofe things || 
; though he) 


telated,in comparifo 
is very li 
things. W 
ly be well ranged in an hiftorical dif: 
courfe. Only I notify here that his life 
was fo uniform, that what hedid one day: 
he did another 5 and by this role and lite 
he -pafled Months and Years + T wih 
therefore make a brief recital of his 
{pending the Day, and Night, that there 
hy fome of the great Vertue he had may 
‘be collected and appear. mee. i 
At break of Day he op 


pies. x ened his Cham 
ber, Window to begin to difpofe and 


{ 
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der the works of theiday3 and, wafhing 
his hands. and:face; at the beginning of 
day-light he read in: the Bible a litlea- 
bove:a quarter of an hour, and) prefently 
{hut the Book,’ The: end of this his reg> 
ding was only: becaufe it wasthe Sacred 
Writ, and God'gave it him to read’; ‘and. 
alfo that what he well underftood not at 
onetime he might at another ; Ef pecially 
‘or that he always bate: fuch a refpedi 
ind reverence to the Divine Writ, thar: 
ipon-the reading. thereof” he grounded: 
hathe'wasto doin the day 5; andthis he 


lid: fo: duly, and conftantly,, that. a few 


ays before he died he faid to ‘me: Thefe 
ca days Ihave notiréad in rbe Bible Ldo 


Saye ~— 
os re. : 
ie free ) Le 
: Fate oh hha 
», 
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the ferenity and gravity ‘of his counte- l 
nance, that he wascontinually in the pre- | 
fence of God, without ever lofing him |, 
out of hisfight. And, though he never | 
difcourfed hereof with others, he told |) 
me thofe things concerning it which I), 
have written already, and fhall write 4 
hereafter : and likewife, on an occafion|, 
which I will relate, he difcovered fom-), 
thing thereof to Dow Fr. Domingo de Sa-\ 
lazar, then Bifhop of the Phslsppines, who), 
returning thence to A4exsco for Spaz 
came on purpofe to Santta-Fe to vifit, 
Gregory Lopez, with whom he had for-, 
merly had very great familiarity, as was, 
faid in the fourth Chapter. When, a-, 
mnong other queftions that this Prelate, 
asked him, one was, that he would tell: 
him what exercife in his fpirit he ufed 
and what God then employed him in > 
To which he plainly anfwered, That /is, 
exercife was to love God, and his Neigh- 
hour. Whereto the Bifhop replied : Ja, 
deed you told me thefe very words in Amatac, 
now five and twenty Tears fince: How 33, 
this? Have you been always prattifing one 
thing ? Gregory anfwered : I have ever, 
done this; though there is difference be. 
tween the work done then, and now.\Where-, 
by it 3s manifelt,that the Prefence of God 
| 2) : practifed 


| 


vas more abforpt in this Exercife, and 
ranfported, as it were. bf 
He kept not, herein, any conftant 


lace,nor any fet pofture of Body that he 
prdinarily ufed. He was moftwhat in 
is Chamber either ftanding, fitting, or 
valking 5 unlefs when fomtimes he went 
while forth into a Corredor or Gallery 
jear his Chamber to enjoy the Sun. He 
ould not kneel in his latter time by rea- 

on of his great weaknefs of Body. > 
_ At Eleven we two dined togethay with 
ome other Guett, if any were; for, Gre- 
ory was ftrange to none, efpecially if the 
erfon were Religious, or. pious. At 
Jinner we difcourfed fomwhat of God, 
r of fome natural things, out of which 
| E 3 he 
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he ever extracted Spirit; taking from} 
them a ground for very fublime. do-/ 
irines. After Dinner we continued a! 
while the fame difcourfes; and, when} 
¢here was any Religious man to make a| 
third, it was ftrange tochear how appo-/ 
fitely Gregory would ‘fpeak ; ‘though he|’ 
-almoft never Began the’ difcourfe, nor} 
faid any thing, unlefsasked, ‘or when the) 
_prefent occafion'required'it. © 54) 
: ‘Other times I ‘readito him at the table!’ 
thelives of the Saints in Villegas his Flos’ 
Santboram, ov the Chronicle of S. Francis, 
‘Pratum Spirituale, and other fuch like’ 
books : and this cuftome ‘lafted above 
two Years. » This ended, pwhich was 1 
| 

| 


kind of recreation, :he ‘retired to his 
Chamber, continuing his union which 
neither’ with eating,:converfing and dif 
courfing, norwith any other divertife’ 
ment, or exteriour employment was in’ 
‘terrupted. He never ‘flept-adays 5 anc’ 
-fohad more time for! his converfing witt 
God..vbod ts cohdsawgeety id TO! 
? Uf anithe afternoone: (for it feldome 
on mornings) any vifit were made hin 
-by one that'defired to conferrwith his 
in private about his affairs, he: deniec 
‘none accefs, withoutexception of eithel 
‘times, or perfons. He ‘counfelled all 
(es ae a eran eae s Tl com 


yt 
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comtorted: all offered all his hel; Ip with o our 
Lord; fo that in thefe laft years he was 
more "frequented, not by the vulgar only, 
but efpecally by Religious and Eccleft- 
aftical perfons, men of great learning and 
authority. There reforted to him alfo 
divers Gentlemen , ‘and principal La- 
dies; fomtimes in perfon, otherwhiles 
by letter, acquainting him with theiraf- 
fairs, and reguelting his counfel, and 
prayers, for good fuccefs,therein, et: 
among others, Don Lewis de Velafes, 

Marquefs of Salinas, Prefident of the 
Council, who had been twice Vi iceroy Of 
New Spain, and once of Peru, out of a 
fingular affe@tion and refpect which ‘he 
bare to.Gregory, came fomtimes ‘to vifit 
him, and aid fhut up with himtwo or 
three hours together. He found him of 
: ably to mike ult, with about his ee : 


In fuch Panini dia fee 
| fpend theafternoon, arid before Sun-fet 
whe retired tohis Chamber, and came-no 
Bmore out till Morning. He never ufed 
gcandle-light . from the time he betook 
jim toa Solitary life: fo that fome were 
l yey 4s eh WORE 
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wont to ask me out of curiofity ; What 


ssit he doth all night without light? not | 
_ gonfidering, that his exercife, being ‘in- 
terior, depended not on this material | 


light, but on the fpivitual, which he ne- 


¥ 


yer wanted, night, or day. He eat no} 


Supper, (as is faid before) : and fo was 


alone in the dark till Nine and a half, or| 


Ten, when he lay down ona litle Quilt, 


covered witha mean rogg: and this was) 
- the foftelt Bedhe had. For, at firft his 


Bed was the bare Ground, afterward! 
fome Sheepskins, and a few years before 
his Death he, at my initance, accepted a! 
litle thin Quilt, and the rugg I mention-’ 
ed. On this manner he flept ( to my’ 
thinking) not above two or three hours’ 
of the whole Night : For the reft he fpent' 
‘awake in his Contemplation till day-' 
break, when (as was faid) he opened his’ 
Window. He ufed the fame emploi-' 
ments, and exercifes the day following,’ 


as on the foregoing ; and thus fpent all! 
thofe years he Jyved in S anta-Fe, till our’ 
Lord was pleafed to take him to his eter- 

at 
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santas eel 


ee mel. 


of the Déath of Gregory Lopez, and 
fome remarkable paffages that hap- 
penedin bis laf Sicknefs, = 


4 ba the Month of Adzy, 1596. by rea- 
| fon of an ill aire which feized him 
| Gregory felt himfelf indifpofed, and 
prefently quite loft his fomack, fo that — 
he could fwallow nothing but liquids, 
jand thofe too with great difficulty. A 
jfew days after a flux tookhim, (a dif- 
eafe vety troublefome, and, in one fo 
weak, verydangerous). He would nor 
leta Phyfician. be fent for, nor cared for 
ufing many remedies, partly by reafon of 
| re great experience he had in curing this 
malady, and partly becaufe he knew the 
rongmedicines ufually applied by the 
Phyficians, would fooner {pend that litle 
ngour and ftrength he found in himfelf, 
And, feeing how careful E was about his 
lifeafe, and how much I defired, and en- 
leavoured, that fome remedies fhould 
)eapplied tohim, he faidto me; Wow, 
N ees ts Father 
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As who would fay, that conformity and | 
refignation was for fuch times, and not}: 
for talking of it, when nothing troubles us,), 
but all goes well with us : 't was likewife| 
a ufual faying with him; sat Refignatien 


is all Deeds, and hath no Words. 


In this manner he paffed fome days, 
with the like patience , -and=fortitude,, 
_swherewith he ufed to bear all ficknefs 5, 
ell on S. Zohn Baprifis day the 24th. of, 
‘zune 1 thought fit to give him theB.Sacray 
ment; and asking him, whether he lilked, 
to receive It, heanfwered, Tes, and that 
he rejoiced much that it fell on the day of 
S.Zobn Baptift, whom he took for his ¢, 


fpecial Advocate and Patron. 


I gave him the Bleffed Sacrament 5 ant, 
fearing his End was very neat [ had tir, 
Holy Oile ready > whenever it necded, 
For, befides his great weaknefs, and litth 
ftomack, he was troubled with a Hickuy, 
very painful, and his pulfe beat.with im; 
rermiffion. Yet, forall this;fo greatwa) 

his courage, that the fame day he recel, 
“ved his Yiaticwm, and all the days follow. 


ry Lopez.. Ch.r7, 
Father Lofa , let us walk after Gods pace 5) 


+ 


lh 


i 


ing he rife, and made his Bedhimfelf, an. 
dreffed himfelf. He always, to his deatl, 
rife to the ftool;. and , though conven, 


‘ence were offered him for faving fuch., 
col 


we 


Ca aa an 


: Breat-refentmen 
thou, O Lord 


and Kings, and fhould find perfous to give 
ther him, without asking | | 
‘The Feftival came of the Glorious A- 
}poltles S. Perer, and 'S, Paul, ‘when,think- 
g my Sick man would not out-live that 
Hlay, I minded him that it would be fea- 


de adminiftred to him’on the day of thefe 
plorious Princes of the Church, whom he 

odearly loved, and éver defired sreatly 
woferve. The time being come wherein 
| Was to give him abfolution in vertue of 
whe Buk of the Holy Cruzada which he 

ad, I bade ‘him ‘to feek out fome fin, 
hough of former years, ‘that I might ab- 
olve him, and apply to him the Jwdul- 
ences of the See Apoffolick. - bigs 
‘ere hea e 


he did not remember any Venial Sin; 


aarp aia ssn fetal Naha 
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he anfwered, that, Through the mercy of | 
God, he found nothing that troubled hes / 
Conjcience, Which is to be underftood|, 
sn the matter of Mortal Sin : Whence | 
may be inferred, that he never commit-| 
ted fuch, all his life : for, he was not igno-| 


rant that none ever lived without Veniall 

Sins, except the Virgin Mary out B. La-| 

dy, It may be alfo, he then meant that; 

not for that he never committed any; bu 

becaufe having committed none witting \ 
ly, and being asked on the fudden, it was 
very pofible that at that time he remem: 
bred none, Hereupon I gave him the 
Sacrament of Extreme Unétion. After 
ward, importuning him to permit fome 
fheets to be brought, him, alittle ta mi- 
tigate his great pains,he anfwered; Now, 
as one befmeared with ole I may admii 
them. And, thinking his death very near, 
1 asked him; Will you dye now ? Then’ 
{peaking to himfelf, he faid; Now, Na 
ture, wilt thoudye ? By this fhewing th: 
compaffion and pity which the Spiti, 
had to the Body, or the Superior part ¢ 
his Soul to the Inferior, and Senfitive 
For, this divifion, and anatomy of the Ir 
ward, and Outward Man, and of th 


parts of both, Gregory very well under 
i | } food 


tood, and very fubtilly difcourfed there. ; 


re , } 

. The bodily pains he fuffered were fo 
nolent, that, I once asking him, how he 
lid, and where his pain lay; He faid, 

hat, from the fole of his foot to the crown 

fhishead, every part of him was ex- 

remely pained. And, befides, our Lord 

mn the other fide affi@ed him fore in the 

aoft. interior: and fenfible-part of his 
dul; that fo both within, and without, - 


jus in AZexico, though I know not whe- 
fer all recount it with its due circumftan- 
es, and therefore itis fit to declare the 
uth. I will fupprefs the Perfons names, 
iecaufe fuch, as know them, will eafily 
ne them ; and fuch, as do not, need 
t. eh) 

j Among thofe Perfons of quality that 
jme from Adexico to vilit Gregory Lo- 
§z in this his laft Sicknefs there was 
Kewife a very eminent Lady, Wifetoa 
obleman, who ferved his Majefty in ve- 
honourable place. She gave not fo 
'od example, as was wifhed, in the Gi- 
» both in point of bravery, and immo- 
Yate expence, as alfo in playing at 
| | Cards, 


a JAS OTT @ TEL eV ran 


“ 


Ag opez. C! 
Cards, wherein. fhe lottmuch time, and}; 
mony 5 


and afflicted, fhe was ever very much} 
famediys | el 
“As foon as I heard of her coming, 1) 
fent her word by means of a certaifll 
Friend of ours, that came with her, that 
fhe was not to enter within this houfe,, 


fhe gavethereby, being akind of martyr 
dome toa perfon of that eminency that 
her Husband was of, and therefore fhe 
might return to Mexico; for there was 
ho means of feeing the Sick Man; i10t 
‘Aidhe defire to receive her Alms, » She’ 
“made divers replies, and, in this difpute' 
three or four hours were {pent in meffa 
ges fentto and fro, without my confer: 
tin 


7 : 4 


ould fee him.  -_. 
As fhe entred_at the door oneof het 
ons.told her, Father Lofa was rcfolved, 
14 fbould not come within this door, 
Vhereto fhe anfwered, He hath reafon, 
at Iwill amend. Then, beholding Grea 
ory, the much pitied his mifery, and be. 
aa. prefently with her own hands. to 
ve him kneeling by his Bed-fide, and 
s drefs his Meat, - wherein fhe hada {pe- 
al faculty ; though a better,in earneitly, 
:commending her felf to the Prayers of 
regory, and ufing in time that good fea- 
m which was almoft gone. That time 

eftayed here fle was forenoon and af- 
}tnoon a great while with the Sick Man, 
>feeching him on her knees, and with Ja- 
enting tears, to recommend to our 
ord and take charge of her foul. : 
} ‘icreupon fhe began to feel a great al« 

: 3 teration 
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Gregory Lopez, 03 


vith her fo vehement defire. Where- 
4 th I was pacified, and»meant , the 


\ 
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teration inher Mind; for, flow flie des | 
lighted in treating of Divine matters, | 
and of amending her life, and there ime 
mediately burnt a pack of Cards, that |, 
fhe brought in her fleeve to pafs the time |, 
with, and came to me to Confeffion 5 
from whick time I difcerned an advancing |; 
inher foule, Infine, a few days before| 
fhe was to return to Mexico having, as | 
fhe ufed, equefted the Sick Man one} 
~ morning ,to affift her with our Lord, fhe} 
turned to me very chearful, and faid 3} 
Father Lofa, bear me wirnefs, that Father 
Gregory Lopez hath promifed me; when I 
dy, to come, ana condatk my foul.to Heaven, 


becaufe I know not the way. And turning) 
to Gregory fhe asked him: Do you promife. 
sme rhis? Whereto he anfwered 5 Yess ‘| 
promife it you. After this conference ene, 
(ued two things very remarkable: One, 
that the pains, and crofs which our Lord. 
inflifted on Gregory, increafed exceeding. 
ly; The other, that this Lady was ine, 
ftantly ftruck with the fame .difeafe, 
whereof he died: which notwithftanding, 

fhe ftayed two days in this Town fer, 

ving, and, as far as her indifpofition pet, 

mitted her, cherifhing the Sick Perfon 

and fhedding on her knees before hist 

bitter tears of repentance. With a 
aflu 
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affurarice (her malady incréafing ) fhe re- 
turned to Adexico, and at her departure 
Gregory faid toher: Fureyouwel ; for, 
eS, Wwe 


}reafe ; and fo, as the Lady was very 
fear her end, there came hither AZartiz 
}-7pex of Gaoxa a publick Notary to Wir 
jt, as heufed at other times, our Sick 
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on him, J do fo; I feel her very heavy }\ 
wpon me. A thing to me very firange ; 
for, | never obferved any matter trouble | 
him, or make him exprefs his grief, ex- | 
cept this occafion, To conclude , the} 
Lady died, leaving great fignes of her |i 
Salvation, and giving at the hour of her 
death fo many, and evident tokens of true}: 
repentance and forrow for the evil exam; 
ple, whereby fhe had feduced others alfo,} 
that this fudden change was of nolefs e| 
dification, than her former extravagancy) 
_and vanity had been of fcandal. i 
When, within a few hours, the news: 
of her death arrived, I told it to Gregory, 
who with fome figns of joy faid only thefe: 
words, God is powerful, Pfal. 88.9. 1 
asked a Brother of the Cenvalefcents calle 
ed Manuel Sarmienta, who never left the’ 
Sick Man, whether he had obferved any’ 
thing ‘extraordinary in him at the time: 
and hout when that Lady's death was 
toldus; and he anfwered me, he had® 
for he at that very time faw him trant 
ported, and in an Extafy. Whereby I’ 
conceived that our Lord was pleafed to 
accomplifh Gregory's promife, and that 
0 had been prefent in fpirit at the death, 
of his dear charge, accompanying her 
Purgatory, that, when he departed tht 
| pre 


| 
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prefent life, he might take her with him 
to Heaven. Of this I have no certainty, 
but, according to this relation, it may 
be pioufly believed. — phage 
All this Story [have told, to manifett 
fomwhat of the great zeal Gregory had 
or faving Souls ; and the better to fhew, 
hat the Love of his Neighbour, wherein 
-ogether with-that of God he was conti. 
ually exercifed, was not a meer Specu- 
ation or Caftle built in the aire, but 
hat he took much to heart the fpiritual 
ofs of Souls,- and with all his power en- 
eavoured their recovery, though at his 
‘wn coft , and by undertaking himfelf 
he punifhment due to others offences : 
s, indeed he feems to have fuffered, in 
lis occalion, thofe, which the other 
wed. For, befides the acute bodily 
ains which he felt froma foot to head, 
einwatd crofs he fuftained, after his 
‘king that Soul into his charge, was very 
pavy; fothat he wondered at himfelf - 
dhe, that never was known to com- 
ain of any thing, at this time was wont 
fay with great feeling: Jefus, God 
P me, What a great Purgatory is this 2. 
d, once, as I was about to go away 
on fome bufinefs, he ftayed me, fay> 
3: Bear me sompany, Agreat Myftery. 
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had that fpeech of Jefus Chritt co pis Apo = | 
files, that they fhoula tarry with him: | 
Shewing thereby, that he found his Soul |: 
exceeding deftitute of the favours and | 
comfort, wherewith at other times our }: 
Lord, in fuch exigences, was wont to } 
relieve and folace him. Yet the great- | 
nefs of his Valour and Magnanimity, / 
wherewith he endured this, the integrity | 
of his Faith, and the Confidence he put } 
‘1God, was that I moft admired in him, | 
And, whereas his Exercife, after his gor)! 
ing out to live folitary, was to quicken) 
this Faith, and ftill clofer to knit the uni) 
ori of his Soul with God, his Heroick: 
Vertue in this kind now upon feveral oc: 
cafions evidently manifefted it felf... ah 
I was wont in this his laft Sicknefs often: 
roask him, how he wenton in his exer-' 
cife of the continual Act of the Love of: 
God, and he always, even to his Death; 
anfwered me, Very well. And, to make 
this more evident, I will here fet dowr! 
Queltions in particular, which I put te 
him, when I faw him moft afflicted, with: 
the Anfwers he gave me. bis i" i 
TZ once asked him; Do not fo grea 
pains, withdraw you fomwhat_ tron 
God? He anfwered: Nor a jot. Ano: 
ther time, feeing him much afflicted, | 

| askei 
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isked him 5 Now, is your Mind on God? 

e replied : Where clfe fhould it be ? Be- 
ng nigher his end, in the 


. And, 
vhen comforted him, faying, our Lord 
ed him by the Crofs, as he did his be. 
oved Son; I am glad (faid he) Iam 
lad, that his will is fulfilled in me, La(tly, 


hen J thought it time togivehim the 


p) 
me to go fee the Secret ; Will you have 
le Candle ? (alluding to the ftory of 
ing Don Alonfo the Eleventh, furnamed - 
‘ih who, inthe like paflage faid, 
yeve me this Candle, let 3 g0 [ee this Se- 
y°¢.) To which Gregory anfwered with a 
gonderful confidence ; There is uo Se- 
Wet, allis clear, andit is Noon-day with 
@ 
| With this valour, and invincible cou- 
Wee, full of Fath, Hope, and Charis R 
ing a litle after the Candle, he fur- 
Wdred his Soul to his Creator, to con- 
ue for all the Eternity of God himfelf, 
jforpt, and drowned in the immenfe 
| Fy 3 Ocean 
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Ocean of the Divine Charity, that deli- | 
‘cious affection of Love, wherein ( as | 
‘gauch as is poflible for humane frailty, in} 
this Exile) he had always ¢ endeavoured } 
‘to exercife himfelf, and advance further. | 
Ele died on Saturday at Noon, the Twen-| 
ine of fuly in the Year 1596. on ‘which| 
day the Holy Order of the Carmelites| 
keep the Feftival of Saint Elias, firk Fa-, 
ther and Founder of their Solitary Life 
which Gregory Lopez had fo perfectly ob 
fetved. i 
He lived Fifty: four years, whereok 
Thirty-three were fpent in Solitude. His, 
Body remained, as if he had been alive, 
and, to our thinking who ftood by, re. 
fplendent. We immediatly perceived F 
very pleafing fent, that proceeded fron, 
his Body, and remained in the Roon 
where he died. And ( which. excite, 


Ket admiration) the fame fi fmell ad 


i 
ered {to the Garment which we put 0, 


chim for his interment, and his clothe 
-yetain it to this day. [tis likewife a 
markable, that, there being prefeat < 
his death the Canon Wicolas Marvine’ 
Rector of this place, and ny felf wh 
had been Curate Twenty Yeats, af 
three othet devout Lay-men, none of | 
thought Pf faying a. Rete fory fon : 
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Dead; fo great was the Joy we took in 
beholding him, and which his happy paf. 
fage caufed inus, hie cata 
_ His Body was interred in the Church 
jof this Village, by the command of 
Dottor John de Cervantes Vicar General 
to the Arch-Bifhop, the now Bifhop of 
Guaxaca, who, hearing of Gregory Lo. 
pez s Sicknefs, whofe piety was very well 
known to him, fome days before his de- 
‘ceafe came to vifithim, and to defirehe 
would order his being buried, where the 
Lord Archbifhop of AZexico or his Vicar 
{General fhould appoint. But, before 
jhe fpoke to him, conferring about this 
with me, J anfwered, Gregory took no — 
care for his Burial; that all wasat my 
Idifpofal; defiring that his Body fhould 
qcontinue in the Church at Savcla-Fe, Yet 
/ was not willing to determine, till 7had 
{poken with him: So, telling him what 
qthe Vicar General requefted, he faid 
thefe words; Let the Vicar General's wi 
be done ; for that ts God's will. So, it be- 
Jing taken under Witnefs before a Nora- 
dry, the Vicar General commanded Him 
gto be laid in this Church; yet hereby re 
ferving a right and power of tranflating 
Him to the Cathedral of A¢exico, when 
yt was the Lord Archbifhop’s pleafure. 
| re Bg hat Dio 
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that their Joints: cannot be bent. Some! 


the People’s devotion, that they ftrove' 
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Providing hereby with great prudence |, 
and mature judgment, that, if, in tract |’ 
of time, our Lord pleafed to difcover by | 
Signes and Miracles, how much he de- 
lighted in this his Servant, the City of |: 


‘ 


Mexico might be honoured with the } 


Treafure of his Holy Body, 

- There were prefent at his Funeral ma- 
ny eminent and deyout Perfons , who | 
from Afexico and other parts reforted | 
‘hither only for this caufe, bringing Tor- | 
ches and all things neceflary forthe bet- | 
ter folemnizing that Office : which was, 
performed by the Lord Don Alonfo de la 
Mota, and Efcobar, Dean of the Holy 
Church, of Mexico, and then Bifhop E- 
left of Guadalaxara, now of Tlaxcala, | 
His Body was interred near the High 
Altar, on the “Gofpel fide. Many per- 
fons, that touched him four and twenty | 
hours after his death, found his Limbs as! 
flexible, as when alive, though common: 
ly dead bodies srown cold become {tiff ,' 


fay, that God ufeth to beftow this Gift! 
and particular Priviledge on Virgins Bo-' 
dies; as his doubtlefs was. af 
At hig Burial likewife was fmelt the: 
fent above mentioned,, which fo raifed 
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to cut off pieces of his Clothes, accoun- 

ting it a great happinefsto get any part 

thereof. His Funeral was folemnizcd 
on S, Ann's day: Doctor Hernando 

‘Hortis de Hinotofa, Canon of Mexico, 

who died Bifhop Ele@ of Guatemala , 

preached thereat, tid 
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Of other remarkable things . wherely 
our Lord evidenced ihe Sanétity of 
Gregovy Lopez. 
_ A, T the fame hour that Gregory died, 
A a Religious Woman, much ex- 
ercifed in Vertue and the way of 
Jinterior living, with whom the Holy Man 
fommunicated in the union of Spiritual 
qLife, being in Prayer abforpt in Spirit, 
faw Him come toward her, faying thete 
words : Sifter, Tam going to Fleaven ; you 
hall not go [o Joon, becaufe your prefence ss 
neceffary for the fervice of God, and com- 
‘ort of this Convent: And fo he inftantly 
difappeared, leaving her foul much edifi- , 
Fd, and fully refigned to the will of God; 
hough her defires were to be toofed _ 
from 


if” rea) 


SON Gah ON ties ie 


a4 The Life of Gre 


fied, that fome five years before the. 


after Prime (becaufe at that time fhe was, 
fick) our Lord in her fleep fhewed her 
the Heaven open, out of which went i. 
Proceffion all the Religious Orders, and 
divers Adartyrs, and likewife the B.Vu- 
ae | 

| 


sory Lopez. Ch.1 2. | 
from her mortal flefh, and be with Chrift, |, 
She, before the news came to Mexico of | 
Gregory Lopez's death , imparted this |, 
Revelation to her Confeffor ; who, cer- | 
tified of the truth of it, counfelled the faid |, 
arty to conceal what had been revealed |. 
toher, till God fhould declare what was. 
to bedone. He alfoadvifed her, by u-/ 
fing more prayer, to try whether this |, 
Spirit were of God, or fome evil Angel, | 
Twelve days after fhe told herConfeflor, | 
it was our Lords will, fhe fhouid reveal) 
thisto me ; becaufe I had enquired cons 
cerning what had paffed. And thefe| 
words alfo were fpoken toher from the, 
mouth of her Heavenly Spoufe Fefis | 
Chrift ; Wherefore, thinkeft thou, w Gre-, 
sory feated near uuto me? But becaufes, 
for me, he forfookall the temporal things of 
this life, and lived with inward Recelletis 
on, and filence. — i 
L was told by a Religious Woman, of, 
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whofe Vertue and Spirit lam much fatis- | 


Death of Gregory as fhe lay on her Bed 
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gin our Lady, with many Women-Saints, 
and Chrifé our Lord with his Apoftles ; 
fhe wondering thereat, it was told her, 
they went to vifit the holy Gregory Lo- 
pex who wasfick, Afterward the heard 
that he. was ‘then like to dy, and in five 
days he had not eat a bit. | 

_ APerfon, whofe wifdome, vertue, and 
humility is very well known toall, out of 
an affection of devotion, and love which 
he bare to the holy Man, defiredhim a 
few days before his Death to remember 
him; he promifed, he would. And, the 
firft Saturday.Night after his death he 
faw in his fleep a Vifion, wherewith he a- 
waked, and perceived it was the fhape of 
Holy Gregory, whofe bleffed Soul united 
it felf to the body of this perfon, and 
with very great Jubilee made him blefs 
and praife God in his Saints, and efpeci- 
ally in the Holy Confeflor Gregery, This 
pafled a while ; and he compofed again 
jto reft with much joy and confolation 
j felt shimfelf again touched all over his 
| body; and, being awaked, a fecond time 
that appeatance of Gregory feizeth him, 
} moving him extraordinarily, and urging 
| hija to praife God, without his delibera- 
} tingthereon, or being able for aninftant 
toceafe. It likewife made him difcerne, 
and 
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fuch a favour, and how much obliged to 


ferve God, and render thanks for that | 


Vifit of his faithful Frrend. 
 AServant of God, of approved ver- 


tue , (whom our Lord inftrués, anden- | 


courages by frequent Extafies, and 
Rapts) being one day, ten years before 
Gregory died, tortured and full of pain, 


inwardly recollecting himfelf he began to 
contemplate the fublimity of Gregory's 
Spirit, And, being rapt in fpirit by this: 
confideration, there was reprefented to | 
the eyes of his mind an Image fo Cry- , 


{talline and tranfparent, as he might fee 
through it, and it was told him, Such ¢s 


the Soul of Gregory Lopez. At which | 
he wondred. and rejoiced exceedingly, , 
telling it to Gregory, who anfwered him 


not a word. | 
A certain Religious Man, that led a 


Spiritual life , much addicted to Prayer, 


as he was praying once in the Quire, re- 


ceiving from God by Gregory's intercef- 
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and confefs, how unworthy he was of |, 


| 
' 


iN 
} 
‘| 


fion'fuch a clear knowledge of his no-s| 
thingnefs, as much edifies all that cone , 
verfe with him, and likewife fuch a great | 


love of God, and union with his Divine 
Majefty. that, it being about ‘Xwo 
Months fince he received this favour, he 

hath 


! 


N) 
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hath never fucoaniyre this Union, but 
Peed in one Continued Act there- 
of. 
A certain Prieft, much affe@ted with 
the vertue and Spirit of this Holy Man, 
and who had great hopes of being affilted 
in the prefence of God by his Prayer, 
thinking once on Gregory (who died a 
little before) and on his happy condi- 
tion , and how prevalent with God he 
was, was bid in his fleep, Ask, ach; 
and in obedience to the direction he ask- 
edour Lorda thing which, tillthen, he 
jcould never obtain. And prefently the 
fame day it was granted him: and by this 
means he procured other things , not for 
himfelf only, but alfo for others. 
Another man, one fpiritual and de- 
vout, who was wont to come and ask 
counfel of Gregory Lopez, defiring the 
fame likewife after his death, it was faid 
tohim: Fudge not thy Neighbours, and be 
more ‘Temperate, \Vherewith, he told 
me, he received confiderable benefit in 
hisSoul, tes . 
_ Many other things, likethefe , our. 
Lord hath effected ; whereby is difcover- 
ed the great glory, with which his Di- 
vine, Bounty hath honoured Gregory, 
finc€ his happy Paflage; and by nume- 
| | rous 
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vous Miracles att¢ ed his eminent fan-. 
ttity. Ba | 


oh 
GHA. xiIh, al 


of fome Miracles , which Gad did by\ 
the Reliques of Gregory Lopez. | 
i? is ufual, and peculiar for God to en 


noble his Friends, not in their celelti- } 
al Country only, where they live | 


eternally, but in this Exile likewife , 
fuch at their Death, who honoured him) 
intheir Life; and, fer manifefting the) 


where they are deceafed ; and to honour | 


4 


if 


4 
i 


yishteous works of the Jult, to effect by: 
hin works miraculous: God's power by) 
Miracles honouring him , who ferved: 
and honoured God by his Vertues. And, 
becaufe thofe of Gregory were fo confpi-: 
cuous, the Divine Bounty hath done and) 


doth every day fuch a number of Miracles} 

for this his Servant , that, had any care) 

and diligence beenufed, in colle@ing and: 
approving them, we might at prefent) 

‘compofe avery ample Relation thereof. 
-.\ And Ttruftin God, he will not ceafe to 
do more, for his greater glory, the ho-, 
~ oul 

se | 
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nour of. this Holy Man, and_ our profit 
and edification. I will here relate only 
‘ome of the moft authentick, and un- 
queftionable. 

_ That very day he was interred, an Jz- 
tian Woman of quality, Wife tothe Go- 
vernour of this Village, lame of one Arm, 
ind in great pain thereby, at the fame - 
nftant that fhe took Gregory Lopez's 
and into hers to kifsit, found her felf 
vell and cured, and quit of all p2in ; “ren- 
lering thanks to our Lord for the mercy 
ie had fhewn her by this his Servant's 
neans. Biren te 
Four daysafter Gregory's death, alitle 
sirl of five or fix years old, that by eat- 
pg of earth had got a difeafe very dans. 
crous, by reafon of great obftrudtionsy 
j {welling in her belly,a ftrong fever,with 
wellings in her head , and heart. Being 
faus, fore afflicted, fhe faid thefe w 

> her Miltrefs 
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e. The Lady did fo, leaving the 
at nightin a great Fever; and, when 
mete the 
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{he rife to A4artins, (as the ufed to do)|! 
went to fee her by the way, , and found |i 
her quit of her fever, andafleep. She} 
awakens her, andasksher, Child, how)’ 
doft thou? Well; replied the, for, your | 
Saint hath cured me of my diftemper. The} 
Lady aforefaid gave, our Lord many} 
thanks for fo greata Miracle. ai 
_ Another principal Lady in Mexico hadi 
fuch a violent head-ach, that fhe was like) 
to go befides her felf, and, finding no} 


help from any other remedies, fhe light) 
on one very fingular and efficacious, in|! 
having in the houfe a Sleeve of Gregory! 
Lopez's Doublet, which was preferved! 
with great devotion and veneration.) 
They laid it on her head, and immediatly! 
fhe took fome reit, and awaked perfect 
ly cured of her grief, oe = | 

A Child of three Months old, the firfl 
nd only Sonof his Parents, who were oti 
the bef rank in AZexico, had a ftrong' 
Fever, unable either to fack, or fleep. In’ 
this fadnefs and affliction of all thofe o ) 
the family, and kindred, a Servant re] 
membered her felf of a certain Relique 01 
theholy Gregory Lopez that was in. the 
houfe; which at the fame inftant that i) 
was applied to the Childs head, he fell 
afleep, and fome few hours . after # 
walkec | 


) 


& 


or this Miracle. 

In the fame City was a Prieft in fuch 
xtreme pain with the Toothach, that for 
nree days and nights he could not reft 
ne minute, and by’ its violence his face 
ys much fwelled. His Mother gave 
«i a piece uf Gregory's garment, which 
Hie with faith and dev 


iit it thanks to our Lord, en 
In the houfe of a Gentleman of Afe.- 
> 4 perfon well known in the Kingdom, 
Fre befell a Slave of his fachan unex- 
Wicted accident and fad misfortune, that, 
eiteafon of a fithe had, all prefent took 
gio for dead. A Gentlewoman that 
His by, remembring that the had in her 
pody a piece of the Shirt in which 
Hoory Lopez. died, 


See ee 


i 
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to himfelf, perfectly well, though excee- i 
dingly bruifed; and being asked, what j 
he felt,. he anfwered, Nothing. All that,’ 
faw the paflage with its particular cire|! 
cumftances could not but afcribe this) 
cure to a Miracle, which our Lord! 


wrought by his Servant Gregory Lo- 


Cz. “ | 
: In the City de los Angeles an Honoura,’ 
ble Lady was near the point of death by 
rhe Meazils that befell her nigh her tim 
of lying in, the Infant being dead in he! 
Womb. Her Husband , feeing her 1] 
fuch danger, intreated a Brother of th’ 
Convalefcents, called ¥ohn Valleio, © to¢g 

vifither. He went, arid took with hi 

‘apiece of Gregory's garment , and, | 

plying it to the fick party's neck , faid t 

her: Madain, trujt in Gods for his Se 

vant Gregory Lopez wil obtain your ree 

very; and bear great reverent? to thes h' 

Relique 4 as it feems, fhe did: for, beit| 

fafe delivered , fhe was prefently we! 

~The faid Brother in the fame Towna' 
plied that fame Relaque 0 a fick Womal 
whoa long time had fuch terrible pains’ 
ner head, that fhe cried out continua | 
night and day ; withing her to putgt® 
confidence in our Lord, that by them 
its of Gregory Lopez. he would ah 
ica 


‘ | 


| 
| 
} 
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health. His M 


Cure im vain, a Brother of the Cova. 
icfcents gave him a piece of Gregory's gar- 
qment, bidding him apply it to his neck, 
and take this Servant of God. for his Ad- 
vocate, with great confidence of his reco-. 
wcry. And within eight days fpace he 
Brew well, and quit from his Leprofy 
giivulged this Miracle, publifhing with 
jignal gratitude the wonders of God, and 


lhe praifesof Gregory, has: 

MW Ina Village of this Kingdome (called. 
H2bualapa,) a Gentleman for Sixteen 
Months was tortured extremely with 
gee Colick , without being free one day 
Wi hour in’ all that time; yea, the fatt. 
fwenty days, his pain left him not one. 
pinute. AGentlewoman happened to. » 
ki e prefent, Wife to the Chief Juftice of 
pat Province, who told him, fhe had: 
yen wonderful things dorie by the devo- 
gon thofe in her houfe bare to the holy 
Bar egory Lopez s and, if he,withlike faith, 
go bim for anInterceffor to the Divine 

‘oh : G 2 Good. 
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Goodnefs, he might be confident of | 
health. The Sick Man hearing this took |: 
a piece of Gregery's Shirt; applying it to ' 
the place where his pain was fharpeit,. } 
and, holding itthere alittle while, pre- |: 
fently voided a ftone of the bignefs of at |: 
ordinary Pine-kernel. Hereupon he re- 
covered, never after feeling the forefaid 
pain, and held it for certain, that this 
favour and cure was granted him by the 
merits and interceflion of Gregory Lopexs || 
to whom he continued very devout and | 
grateful. ah 
A Brother of the Cozvale/cents , called: ; 
Alonfo de la Fuente, was fix years in the) 
Hofpital of Guafteca, almott continually || 
fick, full of plaifters, and both legs ha- j 
ving ulcers running upon them. The : 
Chief Brother feeing him thus helplefs, i 
and that, befides thefe and other indifpo- | 
fitions & pains, there rife in his forehead a 
knob or felling as big as anegg, and a 
nother in his ankle, little lefs, both very 
painful, he removed him to the Hofpital. 
inthe (land of S. fohn de Ulua, con | 
ceiving that, it being a hotter Climate,he | 
might recover there. It fell out quite 
contrary 3 for, by reafon of the moifture 
froni the Sea, and the cold of the North-. 
winds, he grew much worfe. This | 

| ther 


| 


| 
| 
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ther being one day extreme fad and trou- 
bled, recommending himfelf to our Lord, 
and his Saints, earneitly befought the 
servant of God Gregory Lopez to procure 
im his health; and recalling to mind 
certain Reliques of his given him at Gua- 
tepa , he applied them to his head with 
‘might-cap, and to his leg with bands, 
ind taking off the plaifters and patches, 
ie wore, threw them into the Sea; and 
vithin three or four days, afterhe had 
pplied the faid Reliqnes, without any 
ther medicine , he found himfelf per- 
2ctly cured of his Maladies, fwellings, 

nd pains, which never troubled him 
hore. Whereby he plainky perceived, 

ne interceffion of this his great Ser 

ant was very powerful with God. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Having hitherto compendioufly related 
"the Holy Life and Death of Grego- | 
_ry Lopez, Father Lola proceeds im} 
the remainder of bis Difcour{e to de-| 
clare more particularly his great) 
Parts and Science, both in Divine) 
and ‘Humane Learning - and his) 
many eminent Vertues , and Pere! 


fections. Andy firfe, of the 
admirable Knowledge of Holy. 
Scripture, which God had heftowea 


on him. 4 


ry Hough Gregory never much applied 
~~ himfelf to the ftudy of learning. 

PAC NAP OF even of the Lat Grammer. 
yet he nunderftood the Holy Sevipture, 
and (in the judgment of very learned per, 
fons) rendred it in Spant ih with fuch pro, 
priety, and felicity, as ifhe had fpent ht 

whole life in the ftudy of ‘Latine, and Di, 

“inity, $0 that divers. obferving hit 

with fuch ftrange quicknefs and com, 

mand thus to turn the Bible, and reug 


ail 


) 
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jand certainty. 


Ivory, when recovering his health at my 


gine Bible, or Concordances, Gregory 5. 


‘on feveral occafions that were pre- 
fented ) might conceive rather, that he 
read things written in his Mother-tongue, 
than rendred them outofanother. He 
had by heart all the Hiftorical part of 
Scrapture ; and word for word the Go/- 
pel of S. iddivhicnn , and S; JFoba; and 
Pipe things of the two other Evange- 
fis, which thefe omitted; as likewife 
} Paul's Epiftless and the Apocalypfe. 
n fine, he had fo perfect a knowledge of 
ll the Sacred Writ, that, being asked of 
any Text, or Sentence there, he always 
recited it with a marvellous readinefs, 


Father Peter de. Pravia, Vicar Generat 
of this Archbifhoprick, came to vilit Gre- 


Houfe in Mexico } and chanced to ask 
him a place of Scripture , which after 
ong ftudying he could not find either in 


nearing it, faid,; This place is not in all 
the Bible; but there is another like it 
which zs this, Then immediatly open- 
ing the Brble he fhewedit the Vicar Ge- 
ee and it was the fame he looked 
or 

Three Doéfors of Divinity of the Royal 
{He ity of Mexico, conferring in this 
G 4 Village 


iv 
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men, verylearned, in his prefence {poke | 
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Village of Santta-F é with Gregory Lopez ) 
about fome difficult places of Scripture, i 
intreated him at the fame time to tel} 
them, if there were any Text that treat- | 
ed ofacertain matter, which they then , 
named, To the difficulty of the Texts} 
he anfwered very clearly, and. cited one | 
exceeding pertinent, which they, though } 
ftudying the point with extraordinary |! 
diligence, had not found; whereat, be- |i 
ing aftonifhed, they faid in my hearing : }) 
This is an able man indeed, what 15 our\ 
knowledg to his? Beatus homo, quem | 
Tu erudieris, Domine : Pf.93.12. Bleffed \ 
is the man, whom Thou haft injirutled, Q' 


Lord. i 
In the fame Town certain Religious - 


a Sentencé, as out of Scripture, where- |i 
uponhe replied: This 1s not Holy Scrip=| 
ture + they, greatly wondering. fearched | 
the Bible very carefully, and found he : 
{aid truc. It was Admirable to fee, how " 
certainly and pundtually he knew, in how | 
many places-of Holy Scripture fuch or 
fuch a thing was faid; and whether it 
were there, or no. A Religious man, ' 
who had been a Publick Reader of Scrip- | 
ture, and much communicated with him, | 
faid to me (as one that very well under- 


Wo 
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ch. 14, The Lifeof Gregory Lopez. & 
tood him) thefe words: J taik with fo 
wach caution concerning Scripture to hone, 
us to Gregory Lopez: 

_ Certain Prebendaries related in his 
nearing concerning another , (who was 
srefent) that he had all the / falter by 
neart: He anfwered; The thing to be e- 
heemcd is, to benefit thercby in time of need, 
For herein he was fingular, that his me- 
nory furnifhed him both with places, 
ind things, when there was need. 

There were fome Preachers, who, up- 
Ja occafion of retiring themfelves’ to 
lanéla-Fe, being to make a Scrmon, 
ould fay ; There was no necd to carry 
Doncordances, where Gregory was, 
_ Don Pedro Moya de Contreras vibting 
is Archbifhoprick came to Guafteca, 
vhere (then) Gregory Lopez refided, 
nd, making mé the Meflenger, fent to 
sk him a certain doubt 3 to which he an- 
wered fo profoundly, that I durft not. 
ring the anfwer, but returning with the 
aeflage to his Lordfhipfaid: J would ra- 
her, [0 good reafons, as Gregory Lopez 
ath alledged, were heard from his own, 
han my, mouth: and fo he may give you 
ws anfwer bimfelf, when your Loralhips 
ees to fee him, Afterward the Arch- 
ifhop went ard heard him, and was 
te much 
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much fatisfied, and exceedingly aftonifh4 
ed, and faid to Me: Jzever imagined, he- 


¥. 
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- was not more, norindeed fomuch. *, 


| f 

i 

p 
ii 


knew fo much. ; | 
' Twenty years before Gregory's death! 
in the prefence of three learned and, 
grave Religious meén of the Dominican’s) 
Order, Frier Dominic de Salazar, who! 
died fir Archbifhop of the Phelippines,| 
faid of him; What zs this, Father & Thay 
we, with all our ftudying our whole lives, 
know not half [o much, as this Yong Man, | 

Many learned perfons, that came. ta, 
be refolved in doubts out of Holy Scrap, 
ture, returned fully fatisfied, and amazed, 
at the great light God was pleafed to, 
communicate to this his Servant. A. 
mong others there came to Santta Fea 
Doctor of Divinity, whoa few days be-, 
fore had been prefent at fome Conclufi 
ons out of Holy Scripture, which had: bin, 
defended in the Schools of the Sogiery ol, 
Fefus at Mexico, upon that place,. 4a, 


me | 
lach. 3. 1. Ecce ego mitto Angelum me. 


um, &c, and asking Gregory the meaning. 
of the forefaid Text, he gave fuch curt. 
ous expofitions upon it, that the Doctor, 


affirmed, that in all the Cozclufions there) 
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"hat the Holy Ghoft communicated 

40 Gregory Lopez in the Spiritual 

Way. as 

7 Od not only taught this his dearly 

<3 beloved Difciple the Holy Scrip- 

7 ture, (asisfaid) but alfo andto ‘ 

i) greater eminency inftructed him in the 
piritual Way, wherein he was with fuch 

perfection to walk, and guide and direct 

)thers.. For, this Holy Man, by his 

iiireat fpiritual light, knew the hidden 

Hubject of himfelf; and (to my apprehen- 

Mion) almoft as diftinétly beheld his Spi- 

Mit with his intelle€tual, as his Body 

ith his corporal, eyes. And thefe two 

Sources, of the Body, and Sperzt, which 

rife up together, he did diflect, and dif- 

cerne fo accurately, reitraining the cur- 

rentofthe Zedy, and dilating that of the 

Spirit, that it was veryadmirable. For, 

the diftinguifhing in ones felf works that 

proceed from Grace, from fuch as pro- 

ceed from Nature, is extreme difficult, 

and by few attainable ; becaufe the one 

are oftimes difguifed with the likenefs of 
Me the 


\ 
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the other. This diftin¢tion Gregory exp 
cellently well underitood both in himfelf} 
! 
1} 


| 


and thofe .that confulted him in like 
doubts, — Be |i 
It befell me once, that having fon 
fome Months ufed only the exercife of 
Mental Prayer, and found great difficul}: 
ty andreluctance therein, I had an occa- 
fion to goabout a work of Charity, and 
by the way felt fo great a joy, and fuch! 
an extraordinary tranquillity in my Soul, | 
and fucn a manner of Prayer; that for! 
the time methought I was in Heaven, | 
Afterward returning to Santta-Fe, and! 
Giving Gregory an account thereof, I told) 
him, my Spirit had much dilated it felf,; 
He anfwered me: Father Lofa, Nature 
dilated it felf. {believed him; not then: 
underftanding him. But, affifted by the} 
mercy of God through his prayers, [| 
foon after attained to this verity. For I | 
was wont to perform external works of; 
Charity, which, though in themfelves j 
_ Vertuous and meritorious, have this*pro- | 
perty, that they recreate and dilate Na- | 
ture, and fomtimes felf-love intermixeth | 
it felf with them, . But, in that recol- 
lection, { ufed only interior Mental ; 
Prayer, in which Nature was after a | 
fort in continual torment and on the ae | 
Cr | 
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caufe detained from thofe ecxercifes, 
jerein fhe was ufed to find (though this 
od and pious) contentment and de- 
wht : fuch, as relieving the want, pro- — 
ating the good and welfare of our 
eighbour, the fpeaking, and hearing of 
ivine matters; for, thefe by Gods 
ace have binmy employments forfome 
cars. Now, when I left off the fore- 
id internal recolleétion, to do the work 
‘Charity, I mentioned, and recreated 
y felf ‘with beholding the fields, and 
lls, Nature returned to hier ancient eafe 
id quiet, fo, as tomake no war againit 
ie Spirit ; wherewith I was much 
leafed and fatisfied, as thinking, I was 
bw at peace with my felf. But, afrer- 
ard, when I defired to return to my 
le Mental as, I found Nature had re- 
publed her ftrength to war againit the 
birit, and perceiving manifeltly by this, 
at my peace was not fo much fpiritual, 
»natural, J difcerned by fure and evi- 
ent confequence, that Gregory knew 
ly Spirit better than IT my felf. 
Some Religious perforis difcourfing in 
is prefence of things that furthered {pi- 
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uced very much thereto; for, hearing 
e/pers in the great Church of Adexico he 
| was 
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was fo raifedin fpirit, that in all his. li) 
he never prayed with fuch peace, pry 
foundnefs, and quiet, as then. Anothg| 
faid, the fociety of others availed muq| 
to Prayer; becaufe the difficulty, fj 
found in praying in his Cell,was remove) 
and taken away by the prefence and e}) 
ample of thofe that prayed with him. 4 
way went the Religious men, withow 
Gregory's {peaking one word about tha) 

- matter. I perceived plainly, that hj 
could have rectified them with eafe, an 
have fhewn them, that, in thofe ae | 
diesor aids, Nature lay hid under thy 
difguife of the Spirit. (As was feen by 
the fuccefs, Thad; and becaufe the res, 
fon, why fome relteve themfelves: 1; 

prayer by the company of others, 1s! 
that Nature recreates and fupports hej 

felf by her good works being feen, as ap | 

pears in fuch as difcipline themfelves, 0} 
give almsin publick; therefore fuch a 

thefe, following their natural delight; 

pray better ineompany, than alone). | 
asked him afterward, what the reafor, 

_-#4vas, that he did not give thofe forefat| 

Religious men advice and inftruction 

herein; He anfwered me: Becaufe thai 

were to binder their journey; fince, with 
that ftaff,. they advance fomthing 5 but}, 
without it, would fit fiill. | 


| 
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4 Our Lord had given him great clarity 
Ix diftisguifhing of thoughts, and of 
ords; by this light he knew which 
iought, or word was idle, ornot And 
2 very exactly difcerned, in difcourfing 
fGod, when it was natural, and when 
vititual, To this purpofe he ufed to 
ry: Adany {pear of God more from love of 
bemfelves, than of God. He faid hike- 
nile: The Love of God is all Works; it 
[eth few words, and 1s many times dumb. 
‘rom this light, and difcerning faculty, 
Wroceeded that. rare moderation of his 
“ongue; as fhall be faid in its place. 

_ From the fame light alfo proceeded his 
Hever having any fcruples, but anadmi- 
able quietude and Tranquillity of Soul, 
ie fame clarity likewife our Lord gave 
im in matters of our holy Faith; where- | 
n, notwithftanding many temptations he 
uftained, he had never any doubt. This 
s that-he fignified at the hour of his 
Death, when, being asked, if he would 
ave the holy Candle to go fee the Se- 
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Hiret, he anfwered with great courage, as 
sfaid before, Allis clear, there + no. fe* 


cret s at is Noon-day with me. “Wherein — 
His meaning was not, that his Faith was 


: ne obfcurity, but that, in matters 


elonging toit, he had no doubt. For, 
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Faith is in fuch fort obfcure, that it alfo ij 
molt certain; and its certainty takes no]| 
away its obfcurity, and the captivating o | 
ourreafon, wherein, during this life,out) 
Lord would have us walk ; Capri 
0! + undérfandings 42 bis Service : as the! 
Apoltle fpeaks, 2 Cor. 19. 5: ] 
[have thought fit to put down fome 
Examples, whereby may be gathered, 
the great light Gregoryhad, by which hej 
not only knew himfelf and his own Spirit, 
but other men’s alfo. 1 had great fi figns,) 
and inducements (by things which I ‘had. 
experienced ) to incline and perfwade, 
me to believe that he faw the fouls of o-) 
thers [ or the interiour ftate of their 
fouls]. And, being one day mufing here- 


on, fome five Years, or more, before his) 


Death, Tasked him, whether indeed he} 
did fee them :heanfwered, No. I, ups) 
on fo plain'an anfwer, believed him, and | 


was fatisfied : but perceived, that thence- , 
forward hegrew every day more cautious |, 
in it; therefore I férbare to fpeak. to 
him thereof But I have had finge, and | 
now have herein fo many witnefles, fo 
creditable and beyond all exception, that , 


methinks I fhould do ill not to affirm it 
for certain. And his telling me, that he, 


did not fee them, is to be attributed to | 
his 


i 


i one | 


q 
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is great humility and prud 


Wht to feet 
nplation 


Majefiy 
e, when 


| been faid, I will lay. 
vn fome examples, AUOGS. 
\ cértain Perfon gave the holy Gre» 
yan account of his faith, and of great 
tptations he had, but withal faid, that 
fy oped in God he had committed no fin 
Ayein, and therefore difcovered no-. 

| H thing 
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thing thereof in Confeffion : whereto hi; 
anfwered : Not fo ftoutly; for, indeed 
you have proved a weak Sonldier. Whera) 
upon the party replied : If you think fj 
Twill confefs it then. Gregory anfwer 
ed; He did not conceive, that what he ha' 
done on that occafion was any hainous crim 
but, to have refifted perfectly, he fhont, 
have done fuch and fucha things When: 
the party inferred, that he had feen hj 
Spirit; and, for the future better lear} 
the way of refitting. | ay 
There came from afar adevout Pri) 

£0 impart to Gregory his Spiritual doubi! 
whereto he anfwered fo muchto the pt} 
pofe, that the Prieft faid ; You have tc) 
me what I thought to ask; having gre 
need to be directed therein. Grego 
replied ; God, fecing your need , mov! 
my rongue ro tell you what you have heard.: 
A Dodtor of Law, one then marrit; 
but fince a Religious man, yet ever ac 
vout perfon, wentto vilit Gregory , an 
by the way difcourfed with his Comp 
nion about certain’ matters of his fo) 
which neither Gregory nor any other 4) 
or by natural: means could, know. — ; 
foon as they came’, before they ask 
him-any thing of what they intended | 
difcourfe, he’anfwered’ them: to: eve 

: th: 

| 
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ning fo directly, that they were much 

ausfied and amazed , and looking up- 

| None another gave thanks to our Lord, 
2eing him anfwer them, as if firft asked 

| ythem. Whereupon the Lawyer took 

iccafion to examine his Confcience, as 

I, as he went to vifit Gregory 5 concel- 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


>: 


' 


ing, that his Interior was open and ma- 
ifelttohim: as alfoat other times, go- 
fg to ask his counfel, he advifed him fo 
ty. before he fpake a word to him, that 
I; Was confirmed inthe opinion he had of 
Aro. : 
-A Religious man of eminencie for {pia 
» and intimately converfant with Gye- 
vy. went one Evening to be refolved 
fome doubts about his Spirit ; and, it 
Hing almof# Night, and he not having 
at time he defired for his purpofe, he 
ide him go take his reft, and next 
Prning they would difcourfe on it. That 
ene the Religious man, being in a 
ppamber under the Holy Man’s, had an 


: 


feraal anfwer from God concerning 
it which he intended to ask » anda tre- 


SYR Olt @: AL © AE rae VEL 


100 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch.z§) 
God, In the morning he went to Grego», 
ry's Chamber, who feeing him fmiled;then|' 
thesReligious man began to relate how 
that night God had anfwered his doubts, 
Gregory helped him out to tellit, pre ; 
venting him; for, he had not yet meny 
tioned the reprehenfion ; and asked him || 
Had you not a good reprehenfion , for 
coming to a Creature for advice? He anj 
fwered; Yes, Father, Ihad a rebuke), 
At all which he was amazed, and very 
confident, that the Holy Man had feer, 
in God what had paffed withinhim. | 
Another Prieft, very vigilant in things! 
concerning his Spirit, came to fee Grego) 
vy Lopez, ftaying with him about a Fort 
night; and, accurately obferving him) 
found of a certain that the Servant 0) 


q 
| 


God fpoke to him of all that was in hi) 
mind. Which, though Gregory himfel| 
did not intimate to him, yet the Priel) 
was very confident fo it was : becauife | 


his Soul beiag fomwhat inordinately @y 


feéted with certain great Favours, whit) 
God had done him, and he hoped to te) 
ceive from his Divine hand , Gregory, «| 
mong other things, fuid tohim; We Ait 
go be great ; but truly either bere, or ther 

- pe muft pay for our Little humility. 7 
A certain Perfon, very devout toot: 

| Liat 


& 


2 
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iady the B. Virgin, recited the Rofary, 
nd, by this means, fo efficacious for ob- 
uining all good and fpiritual proficien- 
y, God beftowed on him favours and 
urefles, that for the fpace of fome years 
e was almolt always in continual Pray- 
r. Seeing himfelf therefore fo advanced 
_ Mental Prayer, he asked Gregory, 
thether he were belt to lay afide the Ko- 
Wy, toattend that the more, He an- 
Wered, No. (Knowing, that the ho- 
puring of our Lady, to whom himfelf 
as much devoted , not only helps Be- 
Wnners, but ts likewife the ground of a 
\ppy progrefsin the {piritual courfe, e- 

into thofe who have arrived to fome 

arfection therein, for the better con- 

‘ving them init.) Therefore heconti- 

ed a Year in that devotion of the Ro- 

yy: and, perceiving that thofe celeftial 

yours went on after the fame rate in his 


7 ta 
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Star of the Sea.) This he told the Holy! 
Man, without telling him the reafon}' 
which was leaving off the Rofary. Al! 
which Gregory fimiling faidto him; Faf 
to your Beads agai. He did fo, and 
profpered fo well hereby, that he foor 
recovered the Spirit and devotion he ha¢ 
formerly. Whereupon he was more de! 
vout unto the B. Virgin, and much afta} 
nifhed,that, without his faying any thin | 
tohim, Gregory fhould underftand thi 
sround of his afidity.. ma |i 
Itfell out that fome fix, or more, Sp’ 
ritual Perfons metat SanttaeFe, whore 
forted from divers parts to confer wit! 
Gregory about their Spirit. And fon! 
times he anfwered them all in public’ 
with fuch facility, that they were fatic! 
fied concerning their doubts, and ir 
ftru€ted in what they knew not. ° Bri 
that which { moft wondred at was, to { 
in how few words he anfwered; for, ' 
two, or three, he refolved great difficu' 
ties: and itfeemed thofe words were? 
fathes in their minds, who heard then! 
and as fparks darted from an enflam¢ 
Charity. So that they went away ¢ 
one fide enlightened , on the other el 
kindled, and with their hearts excit! 
to all good. ine, | 
Cath The 


al 


ort himgreatly, and to quiet his foul. 
j Another Prieft that was in great af- 
liction he fettled by only reciting that of 
he Apocalypfe ; Icounfell thee, to bay of 
Inetried and burning gold, that thou maift 
We rich, | 

Another found confolation and eafe in 
ore tribulations, and temptations, by 
eating him fay : The Kingdom of Hea- 
en fuffers violencesand the vrolent force tt. 
4 Knights and Perfons of quality, who, 
f.cfirous to live well in their ftate, asked 
jim what they fhoulddo, he bade; Do 
shat you do for the love of Gods and that 
enough, : 
To Lawyers, Judges. and men of bufi- 
efs, he ufed to fay ; Change your inten- 
407 and you will do much, 

By thefe kind of fpeeches he awaken- 
jo fome that were afleep, fo that, upon 
caring him, they came to themfelves, 
ind profited exceedingly. Of this effi- 
acy and good fuccefs of his words(which 
ever attributed to his Prayer) we thall 
'y fomething in the reth. and 27th. 
1 H 4 Chap- 
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Chapters; befides what is mentioned al-|: 
ready in divers parts of this Book; and} 
might be much more copioufly. eh 

Having very diligently obferved and}: 
marked, that Gregory underftood fpiritu-|) 
ally whatever he faid, or heard,’ I once}: 
faidto him: Do you go fpiritualizing to i 
your felf all, you fpeak, or hear? He} 


- anfwered me , Jt was true. _Wherefore|! 


fpiritual perfons may underftand the) 
conftancy and perfeverance of his Spirits) 
and others, not fuch, may perceive it by 
theexamplesfollowing, aN 
~ [fany faid: The Bread of Sanita: Me 
is good; he would anfwer; Yes, Sorsii 
meaning the molt Holy Saerament of the} 
Altar, the true Bread of our Santha-Fe,| 
or our Holy Faith. Whenany admired) 
the beauty, fine fcent, and excellence of) 
the flowers of Santta-Fe, he applied ity 
to the Saints, whofe Sandtity took its be-! 
ginning from the Faith: for, without ity: 
it had been impoflible to pleafe God. Tf 
any one, looking upon the fprings, and. 
ftreams of water, which run from hence: 
to Mexico, faid, The waters of Santtar\ 
F2 are better in their {pring , than aty 
Mexico; Gregery aflented 5 meaning, | 
by the Spring of Savila Fe, Gods in| 
whom the waters of true Wifdom 4 


ES 


>: 


che beft, and, he that receives them im, 
mediatly from God, hath them more 
bureand wholfome, than he that takes 
chem paffing through humane underftan- 
Hibes. Hearing any fay, fucha one is 
of very noble extraction, he prefently 
sonfidered, that the true Nobility is to be 
1Son of God in Spirit. When any faid, 
uchor fuch a Lord was Grandce of Spain: 
he flraight reflefted, that the principal 
ind chief Greatnefs is to be the Friend of 
Sod, and hearing his divine words, and 
loing great things for his Service. Ob- 
erving this his quicknefs and wonderful 
eadinefs in drawing things to a Spiritual 
Ind profitable fenfe, when any thing in 


lifcourfe occurred that was hard to be 
viritualized I prefently asked himit; ag 


nce a litle duft here arifing (which hap. 
ensbut feldom) the by-ftanders faid ; 
‘here is duft likewife in Savéta-Fe,  [ 
sked him : How can it be, that there is 
uft in Santta-Fe ? Becanfe (faid he ) 
bere are Saints, that live in Santta-Fé, 
tho have not yet attained four and twenty 
Degrees of Perfettion; and therefore have 
Ive duft of the Earth ticking to them; 
Wr, @ man perfettly Spiritual is all Spi- 


rt. 


‘CHAP. 


Ch.15. The Lifeof Gregory Lopez. 10g 


VAC LO LEC Git BLO Ss (es, 


4 


iif 


106 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch, 16 | 


2h 


CHAD RATE 


of his creat K nowledge tn Eccl efiafli- 
cal, and Secular, iltories, 


i) 
} 
t 


bf 
4 


7 Any would have been contented, 
4 andefteemed themfelves happy, 
tohave attained the knowledg,, 
which is already fhewn, Gregory arrived, 
to. But, fince God is the Donor, and, 
Man the Receiver according to his capa-; 
city, his Majefty is pleafed to afford us, 
for examples fome, to whom he hath, 
given much; thereby to fhame and con., 
demn the tepidity of thofe that do not, 
fo well difpofe themfelves. This Holy, 
Man fo well did this, that he is one of, 
thofe who give in themfelves an eminent, 
teftimony of this truth. d 
Whillt he lived at Guajffeca there came, 
to vifit him Father fobz Cobos of the Or-, 
der of S. Dominic, one famous in Theo-; 
logy. and who had been a Reader in, 
Spain before his coming into thefe parts., 
He, after he had conferred very private-, 
ty, and ferioufly, with him, faid : Though; 
the fame of his wifdom was great, the) 
mee is , truth: 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
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| of Gregory Lopez. 107 
truth was far greater, And, having 
heard very excellent things upon the 4- 
vocalypfe, he defired of him an Expofition 
thereon, which Gregory made without 
twice writing, or blotting a Letter, and 
fentto the faid Father to A¢cxico, who 
admired exceedingly, both at the quick. 
Hines, and alfo the acutenefs, learning, 
and fpirit, which he thewed. | 
I] There came likewife to Gua/ffeca. to 
ficorifer with kim Father Avichael de Talay 
vera Provincial. of the Difcalced of the 
Seraphical Father St. Fravcts, whofe hu. 
mility, wifdome,and fandity, were moft 
renowned in thefe Kingdoms. * He con- 
iiverfed very familiarly with him; and 
ceafed not afterward to admirc his great 
light, and wifdom, praifing, and blefing 
hi forit: fo that, the faid Father, re- 
Hiturning thence to Zacatecw, where Gre- 
gory had lived folitary,made ‘an excellen: 
Sermon, extolling his knowledge , and 
fanctity ; and, among other things, faid; 
In this field hath been bred a Young Man, 


y~ 
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Order of the glorious St. Francis, won-} 
dered at the light and knowledge of Gre-| 
gory,holding it to be Supernatural: For, J}! 
“Cfaid be) have asked him about diverst 
iplaces of Holy Scripture, and there was) 
none, whereto be anfwered mot very pers) 
rinently, IT once asked him nine of the of-\ 
feureft, ana dsficulteft Texts [ever faw in | 
the Bible, andhe expounded them all to me| 
an their literal fenfefo fignificantly, that he i 
feemed a Saint Hierom. And another Res| 
ligious man, hearing him relate this went! 
to Gregory with other places, of great 
difficulty likewife; who by exprience} 
found, that what had been reported of! 
Gregory was punctually true. : 
Heknew (withas much evidence ag’ 
canbe gathered out of the Aloly Serip-'i 
tuve , and other Hiltories ) whatfoever ii 
paffed from the Creation of the World! 
to Noé, recounting the Generations of) 
the Sous of God, and of the firt Fathers | 
fo diftinQly that without book he recited " 
all their Linages, degrees, and affinities, ' 
with the difference of times and ages; ' 
though a thing fo obfcure even to the’ 
moftlearned. He was no lefs knowing ' 
in what concerns the Sous of Mex too of ' 
that time; whofe cuftoms and inventt- | 
ons he related very diftindly. The am 
ide - 
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nedid from Noé to Chrift our Lord, and 
ne fpoke of thofe Times, and the Pere 
ons living therein,as.if prefent. Having 
lefcribed this Family of God, he dif- 
ourfed of the adjacent borders, making 
one Hiftory of all, and accommodating 
Jl thefe hiftories to the times and fuc- 
eflés of the fame Family. Andhe not 
fpnly knew the Warrs, and other acci- 
filents, that befell within God’s own 
Houfe, but even thofe among the Gen- 
iles, to the coming of our Redeemer ; 
iind, tomy thinking, he knew all this as 
pyxacily, as any other man of our times. 
Hie had by heart the Prophecies of all the 
aoyls. He told very particular paflages 
aif the Birth, Infancy, Childhood, and 
fouth of our Lord Chri ft; as likewife’ 
iif his Preaching, Death, and other My- 
reties; of the preeminence of the Law 
nif Grace above that of Nature, and that 
NVritten, He hadas it were before his’ 
es the Life, and Preaching of the Holy 
pofilés, and their Difciples. He re. 
ited particularly the Lives, and Mar- 
ytdoms of the Popes from Sr. Peter to’ 
. Sylvefrer ; and of other eminent Mar- 
yrs likewife the livesand moft re- 
owned and memorable Acts of the fa- 
houfeft. Confeffors from: Pope Sylvefter 
| to° 
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to Clement the Eighth; in whofe time he} 
died, He recounted the Names, Times,|! 
and Cuftoms of the Founders of Orders, y 
and Eremitical Life; of the Arch-Here-} 
wicks alfo; condemning their errours,| 
and alledging the Afoly Councals in which} 
they were condemned ; obferving likes): 
wife the time, wherein fuch and fuch} 
Herefiesbegan, and declined. .= . } 
_ Hedifcourfed very particularly of the? 
hiftory of that Beaj?, of which S. ohn in}! 
the Apocalypfe fpeaks, which was the! 
City of Rome; and its ten Horns, which} 
were the Ten Emperours, whoefpecially 
perfecuted the Church above others, and! 
fohe brought down the Hiftory of the! 
Cefars to Philip the Second, the Catholick' 
King of Spaiz, in whofe timehedied. 

He fpake very diftinctly of the begin-' 
nings, and progrefs, of the Sect of the” 
falfe Prophet Adabomer 5 of the many’ 
Countries poflefled by the ALahomerans,| 
Turks, Ottomans, Scythians by Nation,. 
and defcended of Og, and Afagog 5 with' 
the flaughters, they made upon the Ar’ 
mies of the Saints. 1 have heard him! 
relate, how this’ perverfe Sect pofleffed: 
almoft. three thoufand . Leagues of | 


ground, extending itfelf from Europe as" 


far as‘ China. | et 
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Hewas likewife well feen in Profane 
Hiftories, both ancient , and rhodern; 
and thofe of famous Men, whom the 
Gentiles took for Gods; as Fanus, Her- 
cules, and the ret. 

He (when occafion ferved) related the 
Converfion of all Countries, People,and 
Nations to our Holy Faith, mentioned 
thofe that preached the Holy Gofpel to 
them; as alfo the remarkable things 
ythat hapned therein; and this with fuch: 
certainty, as if he had feen, or was read- 
Jing them. | 
_ Of allthishe hath made a Chronology, 


| t fuccefhion of Times, fromthe Creation 
f the World to Pope Clement the 8th. 
with fuch brevity , exactnefs , and par- 


‘icularities, ( obferving the moft memo- 
‘able paflages, both in the Ecclefiaftical, 
Jind Secular State ) that divers learned 
gerfons earneftly requeft me to let them 
opy out thisBook. | 
} He had alfo epitomized and gathered 
+ of the faid Hiftories the fum and 
ubftance of whatever concerned: the 
‘aith, Laws, Temper, and Cuftomes of 
Nations ; and had reduced them into a 
calendar for the Days; which he ufed 
omtimes, for our recreation, to rehearfe 
Ome, to my great delight and admira- 


ion, CHAP. 
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f 


of the Kno 
whichGod imparte 
lar. 


ee ky. | 
okey not only knew the oly)’ 
J ‘Scripture, and things Moral and} 
| Spititual, as we faid, which were} 
his chiefitudy, but was alfo an A ftror'} 
nomer , C ofmographer ,» Geo grapher ; andy 
had a Globe, and a A¢ap made with his! 

i 

| 


own hands, very true, andexatt: for, I 
have heard excellent Mafters, that faw) 
it, commend it for fuch. And , which Ii 
moft wondred and was furprized at, oft) 
times, upon occafion, when asked him 
queftions about divers parts of the; 
Earth, eventhe Avtepodes, he anfwered| 
me immediatly, without ftudying or mu-| 

’ fing thereon. | 5) 
_ He under ft | 
Body very well; and fo 

ry curious and particular paflag 


: | i 
ood the Azatomy of Man’s 
mtimes told vé/ 
eg theré.) 


in; declaring how admirably the Dr 
vine Wifdome difcovered  itfelf if 
Mar. et 
ocnd He 

| 
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— He was likewife excelleritly skilled in 
Payfick; and hereofhe made a very cu: 
tious Book , with many Experiments 
€afy to be practifed by country people, 
and poor folks, and feveral qualities of 
Simples and Compounds. in this Art 
ie delighted to makeReceits fit for each 
mes neceffity , written with his own 
and; with excellent remedies, fuch as 
is charitable defire of his Neighbour’s 
jjtealth fuggelted to him to invent and di- 

ect: for, he was vety compaffionate, 


He was a very good Peén-man} and. 
: ee | writ 


| 

: sa | 
1 EG Waid (ai 6 L9G Voi la cal ewan eens } 
writ many hands fingularly well : there 
are at this day fome things of his in this | 
kind admirable, efpecially the Aap a- 
bove mentioned, having much of late 
added, above all that have come forth in}, 


print, and that fo neat and curious, that | 


a 


it feems printed ; fo that a grave Dottor,| 
to whom it fell, values it much. 

Even in the Tailor’s trade he was fo ine, 
Senious as to make his own Clothes; 
which (though mean, yet to be fitted to, 
his weaknefs and indifpofition) required, 
a particular fafhion, and art : fo that he, 
ufed to fay; None made them fo well, as 
bimfelf. He made not his own Shoes 
but mended them fo well, that. they laft. 
ed him three Years, and above. His Hat 
was not of his own making neither ; for, 
he never wore any, after he lived folita-) 
ry Lunlefs when he travelled in a very, 
hot Sun: See Chap. 8.] nor is tt known. 
that ever he had any more than one ; and 
that was as good as new, | | 

This multiplicity of things in a Con, 
femplative Man will not feem exceflive, 
(though one only be necefflary, and ma 
ny rather prove hindrances) if we confi, 
der the fublimity of his Spirit ; to whidl, 
multitude was no let from the principa, 
and neceflarv: and, to put this out 0. 


| 
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doubt, Tf once asked him, if any of thefe 
litle things difturbed him, He anfwer- 
€d; J find God asmuch in the leaft of thefe, 
4510 the grearef. And the reafon there- 
‘of feems tobe, becaufe his principal 
-endand {cope was his Creator - fo thar, 
fixing his eyes continually onthe Foun- 
tain, all was to himvone and the fame 
WEEE Tei | a 
Twill not omit here the mentioning, 
as tural, his manner 


It fell out that in 


feat Memory, 
neerly by view 
Hers; T anfwer, 


in thofe of Spi- 

fuch as that of the A, 
Of Fefuss which (as I 
over in twenty hours, 
all’ therein contained, 


lore of it, tuan Gr 
tperime 
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with he hath joined, and continued the ; 
difcourfe ; as if he had bin reading tt. 
When he read to others, his quicknefs, 
clear pronunciation, fpirit, and graceful | 
nefs were very remarkable. il 
Our Lord endued Gregory with a na-| 
rural Underftanding exceeding great 3 @ H 
quick apprehenfion, and acutenefs, fuch' 
a Memory, that | have fomtimes heard / 
him fay, he never forgot what he with’ 
care committed to it, fuch a Will, that! 
it is very credible, that its continual ex- 
ercife was the being in an AG of loving’ 
God. | ee A 
For his Stature of Body, we may ace 
count him rather of the talleft, well pro-' 
portioned, without any defect. He was 
not ftrong; but rather fomwhat tender;, 
and in his latter years he was almoft no: 
thing but skin and bones. The Hair of 
his Head, Beard, and Eye-brows, was of 
hazelnut colour ; his Forehead fomwhat’ 
large, and hanging out a little: His Eye’ 
brows arched, and full; without any in’ 


\ 


terfpace. His Ears little, yet it was very 
remarkable, how quick of hearing hr 
was. His Eyes black, fomthing inclin: 
ing to green: he had always a very fhary 
fight ; ‘nfomuch as he read the fmalle!) 
letter without Spectacles , though, 4 
tha! 

| 
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that fever mentioned, he fomtimes put 
)them on to fee afar off. His Nofe rather 
Jlittle, than great. His Lips thin, and 
equal, fave that his under-lip hung out 
His Teeth very white, and e- 
His Vifage long, Hig Beard well- 
fet, not bufhy, nor great. Fie colour of 
1is Face and Hands fomwhat pale, from 
ys abftinence, prayer, and continual 
mortification, This good natural difpo- 
Jition, and well-proportioned. feature of 
ppody, with a rare modefty hehad, was 
}: reprefentation and figne of the great 

beauty of his Soul. | 
} This Man, whom we have here (or, 

© fpeak more properly, God himfelf 
ath) pourtraied out, being about nine- 
een or twenty Years of age, forfook his 
farents, Brethren, Kindred, and the 
sourt of King Philép, with all his hopes, 
ad fled to the Indies, above two thoy- 
ind Leagues, and, finding them in their 
reateft profperity, renounced all their 
realth and pleafure, and hid himfelf a- 
tong the moft barbarous men there, on- 
’ the better toferve and pleafe his Ma- 
rand Lord: and many having watched 
m very narrowly could never perceive 
his geitures, actions, or even words, 
\¢ leaft imperfeétion. 
: Bens CHAP 
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of the well-gowerning his Tongues 


-F the Holy Ghoft approves himfor @ |. 

Bh perfect man who offends. not in 
_ words, Imay juftly commend for | 
perfect Gregory, fince, in eighteen Years | 
familiar converfation with him, I could | 
not difcerne that he fpake one word a- | 
mifs. Hereof I can give a very evident } 
teftimony 3 for, fince I chofe him at firit 
for a Matter and Companion for the reft | 
of my life, and this meerly for his Ver- ) 
‘tue, without any hopes of fecular inte: \ 
reft, itis manifeft, that I was concerned | 
to take care that he, whom I chofe fora 
Pattern of Vertue, fhould be unblemifh- | 
ed with vice. Befides, I was warned by | 
grave and wife men to be wary and live ; 
very circumfpect; whereunto I was mo- | 
‘yedalfo by the defire of God's honour, : 
and Gregory's good; fince the Divine | 
-Majefty commands us all, as much as we | 
can; to ftudy our Neighbour’s benefit. : 


Allthis notwithftanding, and the atten- \ 
tion requifite to fuch motives, J never 
pa heard 


at | 


| LheLife of Gregory Lopez. 11 9 
heard a word worthy of reprehenfion 
) fall from him againft any man whatfoe- 
) ver, though he were a Heathen, or He- 
Jretick : for, he condemned the Se or 
| Herefy trom many grounds of Scrip. 
| ture, and reprekended the vices,and fins, 
blinded wherewith they refufed to re- 
Jtarn into the bofome of the Chwrch Ca- 
|} tholsck , or took occafion to feparate, but 
thePerfonshe concealed, 
__ When they told him of any that fpoke 
ill of him, he heard them with great 
Pa and calmnefs ;: and the firft thing 
he anfwered was; Iz the firft place, it 1 
fee this party hath a good intention ; 
nd prefently he excufed him the beft he 
could : yea henot only defended the Per- 
fon, but the Fact alfo, of his DetraGtor, 
without excufing himfelf at all. 
_ Agrave perfon perfwaded_. one of the 
Bithops of that AZetropolis, as he paffed 
through the A@arquifare of Vajle, near 
she place of Gregory's abode, to vifit him 
nhisjourney ; for, it would be a great 
atisfaction to his Lorfhip to have feena 
jMan fo admirable both for fanctity, and 
jprudence. The Bifhop confented, and 
went to fee him, Gregory came out 
}vith great civility, refpect, and humility 
‘oreceive the Bifhop : and, after they 
: | I 4 - were 
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120 The Life of Gregory opeZ. | ng. 
were both fet down, and thofe that came | 
inhiscompany, divers things began to } 
be difcourfed of, but Gregory was asked 
nothing, and therefore faid nothing. Sa, |: 
after the Bifbop had been there about a} 

varter of anhour, being told it was } 
Dinner-time, he went away. Some / 
days after, the perfon mentioned going |' 

to welcome the Bi(hop upon his return to | 
his Bifhoprick, and asking him, what he / 
thought of Gregory he anfwered, that he} 
feemed ‘to him a fenfelefs Fool. He,} 
wondering at this anfwer, asked him, if) 
his Lordfhip had ‘difcourfed with him a- |! 
bout Spiritual things. The Bifhop ane’ 

fwered, No. To which he replied: 7: 

wonder not, that, not being asked, he did 

not fpeak.; and, not {peaking did not {hew, | 

what he was. Which he evidenced fuffi- 
ciently afterward : when, the fame party ! 
telling him, how the Bifhop took. him | 

for a Foole, he wasglad, and faid; 7 y 

fhould have thought {2 too, if I had feena? 
man of my garbe, And this was not 
much for Gregory; becaufe our Lord ' 
had given him a molt ardent love of his" 

Neighbour ; which, he ufed to fay, con- | 

fifteth not in words, nor in faying, J wefh' 

my Neighbour well, but in doing sood to 
him, and forhim.. «4 Sipe 
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Chis. The Lsfe of Gregory Lopez, 127 
_ [never heard him fpeak an Idle word, 
either in beholding the Heavens very 
clear, and ftarry, or in viewing the fields 
very green, and flourifhing, or in {eeing 
}he waters very clear and cryftalline, or 
upon any perfon’s vifiting him, or at Ta- 
le, or afterward, And-J cali not an J- 
dle word that, which the vulgar ufually 
Jermsfuch, one indecent, or tending to 
currility ; for, fuch may neither be 
nefntioned, nor imagined in a life like 
that of Gregory's : here 7 terme az idle 
Wrord, as Divines and Spiritual men un- 
Herffand it, one needle{s; and fuch was 
ever heard from hismouth; for, he fo 
Jontracted ‘and. meafured his difcourfe, 
hat words neither abounded, nor want- 
| d. é 
| | I will note another thing for the 
jearned. It hapned, there were in his 
jompany many times Learned Men talk- 
ing of Sciences,wherein he was eminent- 
ly skilled, yet asfilent, as ifan ignorant 
Clown, unlefs where he was asked, or 
or fome other reafons, which J will 
frention anon, This was generally well 
nown; and Doz Fr. Pedro Agurto Bi- 
lop of Ciba in the Philippines ( famous 
a this Kingdom, not only by his Digni- 
y> but for his Wifdome, Religion, and 
: sanctity) 


I! 


122 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch.18 
Sandity) affirmed it ia aLetter, prefixed: 
to this Book, among the -Approbarionsy 
thereof, in thefe words. lexceedingl 
loved the boly,and my dear Gregory : andy 
af i emitted converfing with, and vifiting 
of him , it was, becaufe, he not {peaking 
unlefs asked, and I bearing the title of a 
Mafer, though fuficiently needing thar 
which I might have learnt from fo excel. 
bent, and fa experienced a Soul, poffibly,)' 
my gueftions, and cenverfation mught b6) 
thought (by hia] impertinent, ( thong, 
indeed of [uch a Soul, as his, no fuch thing 
is to, be fuppofed. a fl 

That which Jmoft admire in Gregory; 
is, that the difcourfing of God being fo, 
commendable a thing, and divers dif 
creet and Spiritual Perfons flocking from 
remote parts to confer with him, he ne-; 
ver fpoke to them of God, or of Spitit, | 
et of Morality, except firft asked. And, 
when he anfwered, though his Anfwers, 
were profound and admirable, he utter; 
ed them without exaggerating or enfot,, 
cing them, ina very plain ftile , and cut) 
off his difcourfe, having fatisfied the 
Queftions, and his Neighbour’s neceflity. : 
And, whereas many times to the thing, 
which he anfwered, there belonged hap»; 
ly four or five more doubts, wi 

, | an: 


| 
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18. The Life of Gregoty Lopez. 12; 
nders-by again asked him, he would 
{wer every one of them fo profound. 
, and briefly, asthat he went not ajot 
(ther, than he judged was neceffa- 
A thing indeed very much to be re- 
atked ; that he, fo eminently skilled 
Holy Writ, and fo exquifite in Moral 
d Spiritual knowledge, fo verfed in 
tory, fo well read in Saints Lives, in 
je cuttomes and rites of forreign Nati- 
s, and other things above mentioned, 
¥c, onthe other fide, endued with fo 
jthful and happy a Memory, as, when 
|pleafed, reprefented every thing to 
1, fhould be fo uponhis guard not- 
jthftanding, as not to fpeak at any 
Joe without being asked, and without 
paifeit neceffity. Methinks, if Eli- ~ 
}e< that fevere friend of holy 7ob had 
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the midit of the Sea, eat only frefh meat 
and, inthe middle of the Land, madd 
them bring hinrfifh alive; whereupon] 
faid; This was Heliogabalus. The Ho } 
ly Man replied: Since we condemned the 
Fatt, it were meet to conceale the Per, 
fon. ai, 
Another time, ina great rain, I fand} 
ing at the Window faid, It rains hard) 
and immediatly a flafh of lightening. fell, 
upon my hand, as I held it out of the, 
Window: I told Gregory of it, and the, 
painI felt. He anfwered : You are fervea! 
right; fince you {peak, Words that arg 
necdlefs; for, I fee that it raims hard. 
Having one day told me a thing,. 
wherewith my Soul was much edified, T) 
askeddhiim, Why. ifhe knewit, he did 
not tell me it before; he anfwered iy 
fpcaknot what I know, aut what is nece ff: 
ry. And, on another fit occafion, faid : 
For two Years [pace [fealed up ny mouth, 
without [peaking, more than to falute mine, 
Hoeft, whom I faw once in four and. twen-, 
ty hours, Me 3s =) . 
And not only in Speaking was he care-| 
fulto keep filence, but in Writing alfo. 
For, asto this, he never writ of any bu. 
finefs at the firft hand, nor yet anfwered 
any writing, except cither charity, 


or 
ne- 
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eceflity required it; and then he only 
fed thofe words which were neceflary 
or the matter in hand. I have many 
etters of his by me of five or fix lines 

iece, and fhorter ; fuchas that in the 
rf Chapter of this Book. He writ 
ome to Don Lewis de Velafco the Vice- 
ay, in anfwer to his ; and it was no 
qore than to anfwer at the bottom of 

neViceroy’s Letter : J will do that, which 
1: this you commend me. Which, com- 
nonly, was the recommending to our 
sord certain affairs. And, although Se- 
ular Perfons account this way of an- 
wering (to Princes efpeeially) but rude 
nduncivil, yet, in one that was fo far 
‘om complements and artifice, as Gre- 
ory, and fo wary in his fpeech, it was 
reat prudence and heavenly wifdome. 
He then only fpoke without being: 
isked, whenthe defended the honour of 
30d, or his Neighbour, or the truth of 
acred Scripture, and of our Holy Ca- 
aolick Faith: but this too, when none. 
refent undertook the bufinefs. For ex- 
mple. Ifany one were affaulted with 
Woy grievous temptation or ficknefs, that 
}ade him feem to murmur ina fort at 
Pod, it was admirable to fee how long, 
wed with what piety and gravity of 
words 
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words he endeavoured to reduce hin tl 
the acknowledging of his errour, igng 
rance,and weaknefs and the decp Abyfl) 
of the Divine Wifdome,&2 Mercy, whic) 
under thofe tribulations lay hid from hi { 
eyes, and the obligation he had to God 
and to put himfelf into his more than Fa 
therly hands. He alfo defended hi, 
Neighbour with very prudent reafons) 

-as we fhall fhew in the enfuing Chap; 
ter. If 

That wherein he difcovered molt fpi 
ritand vigour was , in interpreting cer: 
tain places of Holy Scripture, fron’ 
which, wrelted and mifunderftood, He! 
reticks had drawn their errourss and it 

fuch occafions he was not fatisfied with 
alledging a few authorities and reafons, 
but he enlarges himfelf all he could, and 
alledged the beft fenfes of Scripture that 
heknew. And, in thofe places of Scrip: 
fure, which the Hereticks faid contra: 
di€ted, Gregory ufed the fame courage 
and Chriftian freedom, with ail imo-' 
defty. For, he accounted this Scripture 
for his true Mother; as having beer 
brought up fo many years at its brealts. 
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CHAP, XIX. 


Y the Wifdome he fbewed inhis Ane 
{wers, Words, and Adtions, 


. if hearkened very quictly and 
4 peaceably with great attention to 
whatever they asked him, and 
th the fame tranquillity anfwered, or 
tbore to anfwer; according as he 
dged it convenient, or neceflary. 
There came to this Village to vifit 
regory a Religious Mana Dodtor, and 
reated me to prevaile with him to 
eak fomthiag of our Lord; I did fo: 
dthe Doctor, to entice him (as they 
1) into the lifts, began with a multi-- 
de of arguments, and variety of words,.. 
difcourfe of the forementioned fub- 
t, After that the holy Man had been’ 
ae I by fignes requefted him to: 
ly fomthing. Whereto he anfwered: 
» in a low voice, fo that the Dotor 
\not hear (being fomwhat deaf) , He 
nore edified by filence, than by peaking. 
, though he itayed here two days 
lanight, he fpake not one word to 
| | hime 
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him of God. Whereupon, at the Do 
or’s going away, Lasked him, what he 
thought of Gregory. His filence, faith he}; 
pleafes me much. And Gregory himfelf, 
faid to me afterward: Father Lofa, 4: 
fee many talk well 5 let us do well. | 

Ifany, for argument fake, or for try} 
ing him, did ask hima thing premedi, 
‘tated and ftudied, propofing his doubt 
ind Latine, he with great calmnefs bac] 
him; Tell methis in Spani[h, and, after, 
he had told him, the Holy Man anfwer, 
ed; Jtis fo asyoufay ; intimating, that; 
they needed no anfwer. He ufed like} 
wife to ask of the Learned the meaning) 
in Spanifh of fome Text of Holy Scrip: 
ture thereby to humble himfelf fc 

SERCH 4 ge ae | 

To fuch as confulted him about going, 
to Spain, Marrying, or thelike, he gave 
no anfwer at prefent, but that he woulc, 
recommend it toGod, In which he dif; 
covered his fingular prudence; for, he 
knew, in affairs of that nature, it was fit 
that God fhiould difpofe the means, anc: 

move the will to that which conducec; 
moft to his greater glory, and the gooc, 
of men: and this was the reafon why hy 
would not anfwer, without firft treatiny 
- of thofe matters with God, for the : 
cae ery 
| 
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He was a great Defender of Religions 
ders, and of their Superiors, and Go- 
tnours, before their fubje@s and do- 
Witicks ; and fhewed them the preat 
Wantages that were included in Obe- 
ce, andthe obferving their Rules, and’ 
flitutions, — | | 
te made Secular Perfons underftand, 
en ogcafion was offered, the preemi- 
ice of a Religious Man's ftate above 
Js, and the great. fpirit from God’ 
Nerewith the & eligious Orders were 
Woded He faid, that God's beft Soul- 
WS Were in them, And, to this pur- 
fhe was wont to fay, a Tree ina’ 
| | K plain 
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130 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch.19), 
plain Champion had need take good root, 
ing, but in the Forreft is fafeft from thd. 
winds, od! 
He likewife ever defended Princes}, 
Governours, and Judges, both Ecclefi) 
aftical, and Civil with great courage a | 
humility in their Subjects prefence , and), 
when any difparaged their government j 
replied; Jf you were im their place , pofft, 
bly, you would not do fo well. Who hat\, 
fet ms to meddle with the Government \\ 
And, if they perfifted, affirming, tha, 
what thesPrinces did ought to be te 
formed, he replied; You fhould tell ther 
fo: for, what good doth it-here ? To fom 
that thought themfelves Spiritual, ye, 
were always detracting, he faid: 1 4 
not account him Spivitual, no nor yer Ver 
rnous, that judgeth, or fpeaks evil of, ane 
goer. He was wont moft commonly, 01 
trefe occafions, to fay : This ching car, 
not bevemedied heves {peakno more of ti, 
And, ‘by his gravity, he added fuch lif 
and weight.to his words, that: a certat; 
Perfon of quality, difcourfing of th, 
King’s government, was exceedingly, 4) 
bathed, by Gregory's faying only; Th: 
King hath as foarp anunderfrandings 
any.in Spain; and will youreprehend hia, 
And the forefaid perfon fill adr 

th 


1 


| 


| 
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wrought in him, © 

__He made another alfo, who {poke iff 
ifthe government of a certain Lord, to 
efit, by méerly telling him: You dare 
ot fay this in his prefence, ha ds 

He thewed’ great corifideration and 
sillin fpeaking to every one inhis own 
j>ployment, to the Husband-man, Soul- 
Vier, Gentleman, and the reft, without 
Pking any from his profeffion. To this 
}*pofe he greatly commended the pru- 
nce of S, Fohx Baptift, in the Counfell' 
7 §ave to the Souldiers, To be context 
We? their pay, and do no man an 'y 


o7g. bi bshiiehety bs 
When he treated with Spiritual Per- 
his, left they thould (as often it falls’ 
Wt) cenfure thofe who went ina diffe. 
itt way from them, he ‘ufed to fay, that . 
y) as much pleafed with the variety of 
Writs ; for thereby God had beautified hu 
WY Jerufalem. ~ That in the Spiritual 
Wife God was the Mafter , and none 
i ht make himfelf @ Mafter to another, 
mg him, and defiring toleadhim the 
ey » 4 whith himfelf is led by 
M3 becaufe that Way 15 good alfo by 
Ich his Majefty conducts others. a 
fo fuch as asked him counfel, what 
 : | K 2 they’ 
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they fhould do : he anfwered ; Lovi\ 
God and your Neighbour : for, that wal, 

. the Royal and perfeét, way, for all, from 
the leaft, tothe greateft , and therein car: 

be no errour ; for, it is our Law, we which, 
confifts all perfection, | 

He alfo ufed to fay - That to be alway) 

talking of Spirit was Milk, and the temp 
tation of Novices. And that, though oni, 

had an Under flanding like a Seraphim): 

he {hould not defire to make tt known, withy 

out neceffitys ’ i H 

He accounted it better to recommens| 

his Neighbour to God, then to tell hin) 

of God; unlefs where neceffity in parti) 
cular required it. To thofe, whom 
already advanced in Spirit, he faid: J) 

is better [pcaking with Ged, than of God, 

To one, that thought himfelf Spirt, 

tual, He faid: Jt were a fhame to fuch «| 
one, if it were known of him, that he defire 
to live Pill inthis world, And to this purty 
pofe alledged S$. Paul, who faith; W, 
have not here an abiding City, but we fe ee 
one, wherein we {hall continue, And hi 
perfwaded himfelf, that he who arrivey 
to this might be already numbred a) 
mong the Spirérual. 2 | 


{ 
| 


When he heard of any very great an 
miraculous things, he ufed to fay: J ha) 
| | ré 
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vather have one dram of ‘the pure Love of 
God, than all thes noife, 
~ Being asked once, whether thofe who 
ire perfect ufed recreations, he anfwer- 
d, Yes, For, when one goes a Journey , 
ic loves to fee his Horfe eat, (fo he 
ermed his Body). Buthe fuid; the Per- 
etman, even in his recreation, kept a 
traight rein over his Body, contrary to 
ne imperfect, who obferve no fuch me- 
focrity ; for, one while they immiode- 
ately torment their fpirit, another while 
*t it be carried away with the sult of 
lature, srt | 
Though, in converfe, it be an ufual 
hing for men to laugh at the carelefnefs, 
verfight, or rafh words of others, or 
hen one istroubled, flips and falls, or 
dpears with fome blemith, or notable 
W:formity, he never laughed on fuch oc: 
| fions,but difcovered that he took com- 

ffion on them rather. 

When any affli¢ed perfon came to 
m, he greatly refented his grief, and 
Pplied himfelf to it, fending him away 
<ceedingly comforted. | 
There came to this Village an eminent 
iidy, very vertuous, much afflicted ; I 
Kent to vifither 5 and, though I fpenta. 
Weat deale of time to comfort her; J 
| K 3 could 
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could not in any wife, Afterward the 
her felffpake with Gregory; who fhew,' 
ed fo great prudence, or, to {peak more 
properly, fuch a Divine Spirit in quiet}! 
ing and comforting of her, that fhe went 
away faying 5 Lam fatisfed, I ain fatiss 


¢ 


When they fpoke of things doubtful) | 
and hard to be refolved, being asked hit 
— Opinion, he anfwered : The Adoruing wil’ 
come, and we fhall be wifer. Implying. 
that there was no refolving of a doubt, 
ful matter, without taking time to trea) 
with God concerning it: Yet not mean 
inghere, thathe, by his prayer, fhouk 
prefently underftand, and be able to re 
folve all matters; for, this is not ima 
ginable of fo humble a Perfon. By hi’ 
faying alfo, The Adorming will come, ap 
we {hall be wifer, he might intimate th 
hour of our Death : for, then the Da’ 
will dawn for the underftanding of a’) 
doubts. ei | 
~ [It was admirable to fee the heavenl’ 
rudence he ufed in all hisa€tions. H’ 
heard A¢a/s with fuch filence, atténtior 
and reverence, and received the Bleffe' 
Sacrament with fo great, and fo pro 
found an humility, as raifed devotions 
1 mL: RN MRE 


of the Valour and Magnanimity of 
Gregory Lopez. 


V lewing it after an external manner, 
| it feems a thing very impertinent 
| to commend a Solitary perfon, 
fo recollected, and filent, fo poor, and 
Jbumble, for magnanimous and valiant. 
WBut,if we look on it witha fpiritual eye, 
and reafon, each of thofe things above 
Jmentioned fhews not only great valour 
nd magnanimity , but alfo very mani- 
oe difcovers the powerful hand of 
od. Who would not account it mag- 
Jnaiamity, for a yong man of Nineteen 
WYears of age, with fuch parts, and natu- 
ral abilities, as we have feen, to forfake 
jhis Parents, Kindred, Houfe, Country, 
jand the King’s Court, which he began to 
Hfollow, and fo great hopes of prefet- 
ment therein, and to exile himfelf, and 
| Bein) Pee 


patched it. 
ae CHAP. XX. 
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remove above two thoufandLeagues off}, 
to live ina Defert fo dangerous, among; 

the moft favage and barbarous men of 
New Spain? tis manifeft enough, that) 

this magnanimity was given by the moft) 

- Now, in my opinion, it is exceeding! 
great valour in fucha yong Man fo toil 

. have joyned with God inhis heart, that 
he never was known tohave faid or done) 
any thing, that was not conformable to 
the Divine Will; and with all his might) 
to have endeavoured that all things) 
what-ever fhould ceafe, and hold their] 
peace in his interiour, without any of 
them adhearing to his Memory, or af-' 
fecting his Will, but God, and what was! 

» apparently tending to the pleafing and) 
glorifying of the fame Lord. Who could: 
sive fuch vertue, fave that moft power- | 
ful hand? Since this is a thing fo diffi-/ 

cult, that even to recolle€@t himfelf a 

while to a vertuous man feems like the! 
afcending up a very fteep hill, or fcaling: 
an zmpregnable wall: And indeed fo iti 
was, had not Gregory undertaken this 
exploit with fo great courage, ftrength, } 
and-confidencein God, faying with Daz | 
vid: In my God will F pafs over a wall, | 
What’ a courage was here neceflary for | 


a || 
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a Recollection of fo many years, and 
that in fuch a profound filence, inconves 
miences, and poverty ?: walking fo long 
a time inthe narrow path of Vertue and 
the Spirit, without being known ever to 
aone ftep back. Now, this courage 
he will better underftand who confiders 
and weighs the difficulties of this jour- 
ney, the enemies that are in it, the bat- 
rels here offered, and the field they are 
fought in. | 
The Enemies are the Devils, fo much 
Hronger by nature than we, asthe natu- 
‘al power of an Angel exceeds a Man’s: 
othat our nature, as inferiour, trem- 
ples before any of thofe Spirits. He that 
walks in the path of Vertue hath alfo for 
hemies and oppofers finful Men, be- 
aufe he is contrary to them inhis works; 
nd even God many times permits the 
dibalfo to perfecute the juft, and holy 
aen to mertify holy men, which is a ve- 
y tedious perfecution. But the fharp- 

ft and longeft is that, which a pious man 

iffers from himfelf; whenby a divine 

ianifeftation and light he perceives that 

very thing befalls him from the hand of 
rod, who evidently difcovers to him, 
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tat all thefe enemies and adverfaries are | 
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doing, what they do, by the authorit; 
and power given them by God; wha 
the heavens as it were become brafs 1) 
him, and he finds his foul to be plunge, 
in an Aby(s of tribulation as it were, ani] 
totally abandoned; fo that, to be ablet | 
fattain it, there needs a very great col 


rage and magnanimity- 


“yal 
i 
1 


The Battels are fo many, as our ent, 
mies are : very fubtilly managed ; fo, 
foare thefe continued; for thefe neve) 
leave fighting; nor do our vices defi 
from purfuing us. | A 

Nor is the Field wherein thefe batte) 
are pitched a lefs argument of valour, t) 
wit, our Interiour; where the Spit; 
- wars again the Flefh, and the Fleth ¢ 
" gainft the Spirit, A very painful figl 
this; wherein he is no lefs fenfible ther, 
of that gives, than he that receives, th) 
wounds; and the rebellious flefh canni, 
be fubdued, but by extraordinary labo, 
_ of the fpirit; for, there enter in the py 
licies, and ftratagems of the invifible en, 
mies : there are the blows ,. and th, 
wounds. / 

He that knew the pains that Grego, 
herein underwent, and the gains he 
turned on fuch occafions (as througho), 
this whole Hiftory is plainly feen) mH 
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afily difcerne, how couragious, and re- 
Polute heavas : efpecially, two things con- 
idered. Firit, that “being enflamed 
vith an ardent Love to his Neighbours 
e fhared in all their tribulations and ca- 
amities ; and intereffed all in his la- 
yours, and Prayer, He was tempted 
with all, being as fenfible of their temp- 
Wations, as his own. Secondly ; that 
avegory did eat this bread of forrow ve- 
Wy ary. For, though the Divine Good- 
Hels is wont to give Spiritual gults to 
ghofe that travelin the fpiritual way for 
Mating thefe troubles, this flout Souldier 
mever delired them, but prayed God to 
| bith-hold them; becaufe he would ferve 


Mus King for his Majelty’s own fake, with- 
ut having any occafion to apply any 
Mart of his willand affection to Spiritu- 
| Confolations. For, in his beginnings 
pur Lord gave him the Gift of Tears; 
hich, for the reafon forementioned, he 


pcfought him to take away.’ He had 
i ue a moft ardent defire of fecing 
Wve Lun znity of Chri? our Lord in this 
life, but, finding this defire didretard 
im, and in fome fort diminifh his re- 
qgnation, prefently he procured to have 
tmitigated ; contenting himfelf , that, 
vhen it was his Divine pleafure, God 
ee ote 
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would fhew hirt his Sacred Humanit 
Allthefe confolations Gregory rejected! 
becaufe he defired to ferve God without! 
pay inthislife, or the bearing his char} 
ges; and therefore he died fo well con} 
rent that God led him by the way of the 
Crofs. Notwithitanding the many con} 
tumelies he heard againit himfelf, fomel 
condemning him for an Heretick, other | 
for a Foole, others for a Vagabond,- - and 
the like, he never excufed nor anfwered 
for himfelf, but defended and juttifier 


) 


thofe that fpoke ill of him. tt 
Some friends of his told himona cer. 
tain occafion of a great uproare raifed aii 
pics him, to whom hereplied; Goa 
forbid , I f hould diffipate or di Pratt my 
Senl with thinking thereon, And, thisi 
faid, he remained as quiet, ashe was be-i 
fore they told him of it. | q 
An eminent Nobleman enquired of me| 
the flate of the Hofpital of Guaffeca,and,! 
after I hadinformed him ofall, I told) 
him, there was'a manthere called Gree! 
Lory Lopez, of fuch and fuch vertues, fpi! 
rit, and prayer. And,. what doth this! 
man (faithhe) in the Hofpital ? I an-l 
fwered : he was always in a Chamber at! 
his prayers, and never went forth,! 
Ww hereto he replied. To fuch a mah 


e 
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wuld I willingly give two hundred ftripes. 
ind, when we afterward acquainted 
regory herewith, he, fmiling, defended 
im, faying. He bath reafon:: for, an idle 
plow well deferves two hundred lafhes, 
pidad Noblemen full of bufinefs can hardly 
waceive what internal exercifes are. 

He never perceived in himfelf any 
mmbition of being efteemed, or known; 
nd he many times reprehended me for 
Mommending him. He never cared, that 
f iceroys, Prelates, or Noblemen fhould 
Withim; but, uponoccafion, difcover- 

A, yet with all civility and modefty, 
Hat he was not pleafed with their vifits, 
#hen not conducing any way to the ad. 
ancing God's glory, or his Neighbour’s 
pod. And, though the Holy Man much: 
teemed the great piety and prudence 
I the Vicero yy Don Lew de Velafco, yer 
He intreated him to forbear vifiting him, 
IHedging good reafons for kis requett, 
the vifits made him by Noblemen,and 
Herfons of quality, he never fhewed an 
\mble gravity; an affured argument 
iy the greatnefs of his mind. 

i) [he Book he made upon the Apoca- 
Wipe, of very great efteem in the judg- 
entof wifemen, the Inguifitors com- 
dganded fhould be viewed, and examin: 
ed 


| 
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‘ed by Don Pedro de Agurto, Bifhop qd! 
Ciba, who gave this approbation ther¢’ 
of; that he never faw a better Expofi 
tion of thofe Divine Revelations; thal 
he wondered that he could fay fo muell! 
with fuch certainty, and brevity, thath¢ 
had never feena man fo ready in Hifto! 
_ ry; thathe believed he had Supernatul 
ral light afforded him for writing tha 
book: And, when the Holy Tnquvfitior 
took that bufinefs in hand, Gregory did| 
not difcover (nor had he, as weconceive?! 
any difgult, nor would he take a Copy) 
or fpeak a Word of, it, as thoughit 7 
been none of his work, >I 
Such was’ the greatnefs of his mind 
that he never imparted to any his pains) 
ér afflictions, nor fought comfort from! 
anycreature : though for the good of his! 
neighbour he ufed to relate fome' 
things which had befallen him in’ times| 
_He many times in the year fuftained! 
great pains of the ftomack, and Colick;| 
yet never complained, nor altered his! 
countenance, or thedecency of pofture! 
he was wont to keep in his beft health 5) 
fo that 1 knew nothing of his indifpofiti-) 
ons, but by his great weaknefs, or ex-! 
traordinary bad appetite. Seeing hit : 
/ one 
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| 
ne time fallen away,I asked him; What 
ile you, to be fo weak ?. He-anfwered: 
have had the Colick, withont intermiffion 
fren days together, Andbythefe means 
| difcovered his ficknefles; which were fo 
| 
, 
I 


teat, as drew pity from one; and it was 
great pitty and vvonder, that vvith 
em he fhould, or was able to, ufe fuch 
onftancy, and autterity of life. 
He hada fever very frequently, which 
fe cured by diet; fuffering hunger, if 
Weed were, three, foure, or five natural 
ays: and he never kept his bed, though 
i great ficknefles. 
Whilft he lived at Santta Fe, he had 
ie Toothach almoft for a year together, 
thich I had never difeovered, but that 
di: twice gathered certain herbs in the 
Held which he knew were good tocure 
m, and at other times he could not eat 
fir paine. Having once hurt one of his’ 
Minders, he vvould notlet a Barber be 
nt for to draw it,but pulled it out him- 
Ifina very boifterous and painful man- 
‘r. Such was the defire he always had 
‘finding occafions of fuffering; for , 
‘rfons nearly united:to God ufe to take 
much delight in fuffering,as othersdo 
rele; |. | a 
§) This-valiant Man told me, how the 
ih Devil 
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Devil affaulced him once in a vifibl¢! 
fhape; and, f asking him, what he did! 
‘to defend himfelf,; he anfwered me ir’ 
thefe words: ALe-thoughr, I could not de 
a better thing, than that I then was doing }. 
So,T continued ut with all my power; where 
upon he vanifhed, without tempting me vifi;' 
bly any more. piel y 

I never heard him utter any Maxime! 
or good Sentence, which in time of need) 
he did not practife. And, to this purpofe)} 
he was wont to fay; Adifery isnot to bel 
defired ; but the bearing at with eqnanint- 
ty zs, And therefore he fuftained alle: 
vents with fo invincible a courage, and’ 
conttancy, that he feemed not capable’ 
of change; fo that, from the firit day} 
that I faw him, ( now eighteen Years! 
fince) I prefently difcerned in him acer 
tain majefty andeminency, which I had 
not feen in any other man. Which con-! 


ceir went on increafing in me till he di-l 
ed, and augments fill alfo fince his! 
death , upon the Wonders which our! 
Lord works daily by him. q 

To return now to the defign’ of this| 
Chapter. What courage and magnant-! 
mity needs a Souldier, who ofa poot! 
peafant would by feats of arms come | 
ive 4 Graadee inthe King’s Gourt? How! 


. 


| 
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auch greater valour then needsa fpiri- 
ual Souldier, of himfelf poor and abject, 
Son of Adam, to become great in the 
uourt of God ? And, fince we have fo 
auch proofe, in viewing the Life of 
ivegory, that at this day he is a Favou- 
item the High Court of Heaven, it is 
t his valour & magnanimity be known, 
nat God be more highly glorified in his 

int; gathering and concluding by that 

te written the much our Lord wrought 
1 him ; in comparifon of which, what 
| Mentioned is as nothing; partly for 
ie care he had of concealing his ver- 
ies, partly for the fear left I fhould.ex- 
ed the brevity intended in this Relatj- 


jj)» Fecounting only thofe things that 


ere apparent, and which could not e- 
BRerip a feeny i lb si vhysh 26. 
Tasked him one day ; How he could 
much hide his Vertues, conceiving it 
:heroical, and difficult matter, Where- 
he anfwered mein thefe words, wor- 
eternal memory: The concealing 
as vertues 1s not hard to him that hath a 
ely Faith, For, of aman certainly be- 
€, that all his Vertues fhall be feenin the 
yurt of Heaven, what need he care for 
ng knownin the Village of this 


her not bei 
‘orld ? 
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CHAP. OX 


of the Humility, and Interior Pove : 
ty of Gregory Lopez. f 


| fhould be exceeding happy, had G 
4 imparted to me fome portion jj 
that ftore of inward Poverty, wii 
he conferred on this hisServant ; wh) 
“confits ih the heart's being firipped | 
allaffe@tion to things created, totally 
forrender up it felf to the love of | 
‘Creator? For, it may ‘be faid in pa 
cular‘of this holy Vertue, that thofe w; 
prattife, do fpeak better of it, than the 
that dtudy,it, And, confequently,1 fhoy 
better deftribe this of Gregory's, if [hy 
fome of it. Whatan excellent Patter 
Kereof this Saint hath been, may bet) 
deritood partly by what T faw with 3) 
‘own eyes, and by what gathered fir 
‘the Anfwers, which, upon occafion, | 
fade to divers perfons. | : 
~The Sons of Adam are wont to | 
paffionatly tranfported with the de; 
of being ‘efteemed more excellent # 
worthier than their Neighbours. — 


iq 
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his Gregory was fo free, that he ever 


reckoned himfelf inferjor to others, And 
| have feveral times heard him fay : 


! y- From the 
jime root proceeded that extraordinary 


rehe alwayshad, of excufing very re- 
Illy thofe that cenfured him, And, when’ 


me day told him, 
//1ctors, 


ruth, 

as fromits fource,: 
ed his not defiring ‘to have his fay- 
sefteemed ; and therefore he never 


potely premeditated or compofed: 
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cafion to deliver them: By ‘which acq! 
dent he was advertifed not to lofe tint’ 


Wifdome ; So that 1t was apparel 
what the great Lord of heaven and ear 
had hid from the prudent and world’ 
wife, he revealed to this his humble at! 
meane Servant. ae 

Eight days before his Death, a 


1) 


wife and devout Religious Man, his 
tirhate friend; came to vifit him , and § 
mong other things difcourfed with h! 
(feeing hislife in fuch danger) he fan’ 
fiarly asked him : AdafP we then go ni 
to enjoy our Lord ? thinking, he wou! 
tell him the time of his Death. Butti 
humble Servant of God with great¢! 
miration anfwered: Doth your Revere! 
ask, Me this ? It fhall be as God pleafe\ 
As if he fhould fay: Can your Rev 
rence, fo wife a perfon, imagine, tha’! 
know the hour of my Death ? I defer’ 
not fuch a favour. Wherewith the I! 
ligious Man was much edified, 


ia 
Three or four days before he Mi 


= 
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ere came in an Izdiaz Woman of this 
illage to fee him : and, asI was talking: 
ith her in her own language, becaufe he. 
iderftood it not, faith he tome, Ob- 
ve well what fhe faith : for perhaps fhe 
tld advife me in fomtbing. Whereby 
gioted his great Humility, in thinking 
ore meanly of himfelf, than of that 
dian, as conceiving,fhe might inftrué 
fm in that which was convenient for 
jn at the clofe of his life. 

Men’s minds are wont likewife to be 
fied much in taking care about future ' 
ents, that may befallthem. A thing, 
qegory waseminently averfe and free 
om; for, whoever defires purely to 
tive God elteems all fuch caresas ob- 
Aicles and hindrances. ‘Therefore he 
* entertained defignes of changing, 
life; penfive what fhould become of 
#0; whether he fhould dye of famine, 
cold; or fhould be bedrid; whether. 
ii fhould live a long, ora fhort, times 
Piecther he fhould do fuch or fuch things, 
ch tending to our Lord’s fervice, and 
Neighbour’s good. For, he knew. 
'y well, there ufeth to be in thefe and 
i like thoughts fome fecret temptation 
he Enemy, if one be carried away: 
rewith , or at leaft fome lofs of time. 
[ines And 
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‘And therefore, like a wary man, anj’ 
meanly-opinioned of himfelf, upon occa. 
fion of fuch a thought, he would alway 
fay : lam nothing, I am good for 20 
thing : contenting himfelf with the doin} 
what Godin his holy Law commandel| 
him, without judging himfelf worthy.¢’ 
greater matters for the future ; thoug) 
he was ever prepared in mind for th! 
performing in every thing what his D/ 
vine Majelty enjoined him. — i 

He lived fo void of care, and forecaf'! 


ing things for the future, that he woul! 
not let others take care for him. Fo! 
when I went about to enquire and fin’ 
out fome other place or Town to liveit 
becaufe the aire of this Village of Santh' 
Fé was not fo proper for him, by reafc' 
of his weaknefs and ficknefs, he woul] 
continually fay to me; Ler zone be fot 
citous for me : fince God will take care ’ 

provide that which bis Majefty Hk’ 

beft. i ms 
§ “He preferved his heart likewife voi) 
of all Curiofity, whether temporal, ¢ 
fpiritual ( into which fome Contempl'' 
tives ufe to fall) : whereupon he fom 


2, 


Solitary life, he tiever defired to fee ar’ 
thing of this World ; no not his Ki 


ae 
em | | 
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Ijnd affifting his Neighbour. AsI once 


ends, or the like, 


How it pleafed God; and the Trances 


ind Extafies,which in this life he defired, 


Ijvere Union, and Conformity every day 
jjnore to the Divine Will,and the accom- 


ppning, it on all occafions withall ex- 


Hictnefs, and truth, 


iq 


| 
| 


| 


We difcerned another thing in this 
Joly Man well worthy of confideration, 
hat he never rejoiced in any Temporal] 
bing,, nor admitted it into his heart. 
30d was his joy; and his delight and 
Jory was the doing his Divine pleafure, 


old him on acertain occafion the great 
teem I fet upon this Vertue, he repli- 
d: It is afhame foruswho live under 
he Law of Grace, and have renounced the 
Vorld, to value it : fince Queen Efther 
eing the Wife of a great Monarch could 
ay: Thouknoweft well my God, and my 
Lora, that, fince I was brought to this Pa-. 
ace to this prefent day thy Handmaid hath 
ot rejoiced fave only in Thee. | 

? L 4 From 
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From the firft time that 1 went to fe 
him at our Lady's of Remedies, it pleated 
God of his mercy to give me fuch 
sreat care of Gregory, that, if need were) 
T would not have refufed the doing any} 
thing for him, how difficult foever. So | 
fupplied him with what he wanted, vi! 
fiting him wherever he was. And, be 
caufe he lived in Guafteca, I'asked Alm 
three Years together for the Poor of tha 
Hofpitall; a thing, in thofe beginnings’ 
of more difficulty to me, than one can i! 
magine. And, to fay all in one word)! 
from my firft acquaintance with him, til! 
he died in myarms (which was Eigh) 
teen Years) methought I could havi 
been content to have been his Slave” 
which he very well knew, and kindly re 
fented : yet [dare affirm, we never per 
ceived him rely on, or put the leaft truf, 
in, what I did, or could do; nor tha! 
(notwithttanding all I did for him) hi 
fet his affe€tion in any exceflive manne | 
pponme. For, in all sood things tha] 
he received he beheld God as the Au! 
thor thereof , andthe Creature as th: 


i 


: at VG 4 ran! 
means, whereby the Divine Goodnef’ 


and Providence fent and conveyed them! 
So that his sratitude to his , Bene: 
fa@ars was grounded upon God, ‘no’ 
depute fea? x aos 
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on himielf; earneftly befeeching his 


/Majefty to reward the good turne done 
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tohim, fince he moved their wills to do 


‘In the fame manner he endeavoured, 
hat, whatever good work he did to 
favour or affit his Neighbours, not he, 
yt God alone, might have the thanks. 
So we often faw, that, when fome went 
to ask him doubts, he did not anfwer 
them himfelf, but tequefted of our Lord 
to declare them immediatly to them ; 
that the thanks for that light might be 
given to God,not to him, either in whole, 
orin part, 


if 
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CHAP. XXII. 


of the Exterior Poverty of Gregory 
| Lopez... «: 


E Rom the time that he went into Sollt- 

tude, and devoted himfelf wholly 
to God, he never pofleffed any 
thingashisown, To this purpofe he 
ufed to fay: that, When any one delights 
in exterior Poverty, tis a4 figne, he is in- 
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The great love he bore to Poverty wal! 
thecaufe, why he invented fundry and 
admirable ways of perfecting it. Therel| 
fore firit, he would not hold to any cer 
tain mode or kindof Apparrell; Ani! 
fo, indifferent times, he itil ufed fuch, 
Clothes, asGodfent him. The firft By 
Jeven Years it was of a thick courf 
Sackcloth. Afterward in Aersfco his 
Hof gave him fome grey cloth to wear} 
which was the beft fort of garment thai. 
he ufed all the time he lived. a 
The Gronnd was his Bed, whilft he 
was able to endure it without confidera,, 
ble harm to his health: afterward he lay, 
upon fome Sheepskins, till his great 
weaknefs and fickneffes forced him to ad-, 
mit a very thin little quilt and a cover-, 
Ict. This was his beft Bed; which (as, 


is faid already) upon my importuning, 
him he accepted of, a | 

His Chamber was very poor; for he, 
would never (even when he was very, 
weak and fickly) let any hangings, 
though but of the courfeft cloth, be put. 
Up init. : | 
_ He wafhed his clothes himfelf; both, 
becaufe he was very cleanly, and for a, 
—neceflity of his occafions, He at fome, 
times in the year wafhed his feet; and 
aie eT Ea "' 
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e warmed the water himfelf in the Sun: 
.e would never let any one wath them 
orhim; nordo we know that any per. 
onever “faw his bare flefh. 

In his Diet he ufed fuch moderation 
‘ind temperance that henever did him - 


| 
| 
elf harm by eating too much either fruit 
‘though naturally he loved it very well) 

pxrany other meat; only Purflane and 

wild Quinces, which for a certain time 

nefed on, did him hurt. To this pur- 

pofe he ufed to fay , Poor folks ought to 

ne very careful for thesr health, not to ex-. 

need in eating ana drigking ; ; hat they be 

not chargeable to theer Neighbours. 

‘Inthe firft Years he eat no Flefh. Af- L 
terward, converfing fomthing more a- 
mongft his Neighbours,he eat what they 

fet before him; 5 yet this but once a 

day. 

_ The Goods he poffeffed were a Bible, 

a Map, and a Globe; which (as was 

faid) he made with his own hands ; 


and two other Books, that he had writ: 
ten. 


“Notwithttanding this Poverty , our 
Lord ordained that he never fhould ask 
Alms; as he at notime did, either by 
word, or fignes, or even by any difcove- 
Ny of his good life,which tacitely i is wont 
fo 
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to move mem to give Alms : for, the} 
Divine Majelty was pleafed to lead him |, 
this way, inhim to leave usa proofe of 
his fpecial Providence : fince he fo parti- | 
cularly f{upplied him in all his neceffities, |, 
And, if for fome time he let him fuffer 
want of neceffaries, it was, that, by in- |, 
crealing his Merits, his Crowns might |, 
alfo multiply. How often in travelling 
hath he come weary to his lodging, and |, 
there continued without eating ? and at | 
night lien onthe hard ground, and be- | 
times in the morning againe travelled fe- 
veral Leagues on foot, (for, this was his | 
cuitome); when none took care forre-., 
lieving the neceffities of his poverty? , 
And I wonder not muchatit; for, by , 
his look Gregory feemed rather a Lord, 
than a Poor man. How great was his” 
hunger, thirft, wearinefs, labour, and) 
troubles, into which God brought him, 
upon feveral occafions ? This, I well , 
know, was very much; yet is itlike- , 
wife to be imagined, as to his courage , 
and magnanimity,that,had God brought. ; 
him into far more and greater ftraits, he_, 
would not have gone back from his refo-_ , 
lution of Poverty : for he conftantly kept 
his purpofe of not asking any thing! , 
hoping that our Lord would relieve him; 
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"Perceiving the great inconvenience 
and trouble, he endured in my houfe, by 
net asking any thing whatever, | one 
day told him: 'f / were wa neciffity, I 
would ask alms, to flame and humble my 
Welf. Heé anfwered me: Sur nor I. I 
replied: AdZethinks I fhonld doikin nor 
asking what I needed; when I wanted it, 
To which he anfwered: For your felf, 
you fay well, andi is a gooa courfe; but 
not for me: Becaufe Goad cur Lord con- 

ucts every one in his particular way, 
_ In his latter years he needed a-morn- 
ings a draught of Wine, which uniefs he 
took, he was extremely tormented with 
the Colick, and a pain at his Stomack ; 
and, though I took care to give it him, I 
could not always know, when’ he had 
fpent it. One day he looking very 
weak, and pafe, I asked him, whet he 
ailed. Heanfwered me: J have not tas 
ken my draught of Wine thefe feveral 
mornings; and therefore havedin in great 
pain. Ibegan to be troubled, becaufe 
Thad no wine in the houfe to fupply his 
necefity ; but God affifted him fo op- 
portunely, that juft inthat very inftant 
a Friend of mine came in, and brought 
us alittle Wine very good. 

‘He was fo refolute in his not asking a- 
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ny thing, that I once found him making|i 
neediefull of thread out of a little linne| 
cloth; and asking him, What he dill 
thatfor, he faid; ro fewwithal, Andi 
though he knew, I had thread, he askell 
none, : Ht 
Above Seventeen years beforé hy! 
Death I had this defire of giving him ai! 
he had need of, affuring my felf, that! 
this was God’s will to me. roma | 
I declared my mind herein to him, hé nel 
ver asked me any thing: atlength, un 
deritanding by fo many experiences the 
way our Lord led himin, I’ ufed front 
time to time to lay before him certairi 
things, which, [ conceived, he migh?| 
have need'of, to take thereof what he 
pleafed; ashedid. aoe, | 
There was another thing in his Pover,) 
ty admirable; to'wit, that it feems God! 
would have this his Servant live on 0! 
ther's leavings, liké a reall Poor Man.' 
And we often obferved, that whatever! 
was drefled purpofely for him did him' 
harm. Ofthis I had very long experi-i 
ence : for, feeing him fo weak and fee-! 
ble, I got fome delicacies to’ be’ made! 
him; which, as foon ashe éat, hurt his! 
health : and he himfelf intreated me,that:! 
nothing might be made for his'own. pe | 
: . Ber 46 Of} | 
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on, ButI, imputing this to hisdefire 


of not being chargeable to any, and like- 
iivife of living like a Poor Man, caufed 
omthing again to be made ready for 


Him in particular; and fo it was, that he 


plainly faw, by the harm he received 


igrom fuch things, that they had bin 
nade for him: fo that he refolved to tell 


ne plainly, it wasGod’s will, that no- 


Hhing fhould be made particularly for 
ea 


| 1 obferved ‘likewife my felf, that, if 


Hoth, linnen, or any other thing were 
pought purpofely for him, it did him 
warm : though, onthe other fide, our. 
Word fo ftraitened him by fickneffes and 
Hweaknefs, that it feemed impoffible to 


beable to pafs through them foas he 


did. And, when, in his laft Sicknefs, 
where needed fome particular things, he 


Wade me not to caufe. any to be made for 


him; but, if any fent them as alms, to 
ake them in good'part, And we know 


ihot, whether his death were haftened by 
Ws he dreffing fome things for him, which 


were judged. neceflary by perfons learn- 
d, and very good Chriftians : for which 


avaufe ‘the Holy Man at that time was 


ilent, and received them with pati- 


tt 
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Itfeemed, God was his ‘teward, tl 
keep him from waiting in this life any| 
part of his Celetial Patrimony. Where] 
voon, feeing his Majelty keep him 
fh: rt tied up, T once told him: It wil! 
not be faid of you, Bonterra. comedetis 
Tfai. 1.19. He anfwered + ¢ It 1 true | 
avd, as God doth tu, fo I defirei zt. And. in’ 
deed, for fuch occafions is the refignal 
tiot and conformity of Man's Will t( 
God's; when, on one fide God excee) 
dingly preffeth us, and Man, on the. 0 
ther, courageoutly fuftains fuch preffute 


with alacrity and content. a 
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CHAP. XXIIL { 


of the Mor if sation, and jufrinen , 
Gregory Lopez. 

T He Mortification of this oe Ht 
ent Man (being in a way fo high} 

_, that they cannot attain to the dif} 
cerning it who with their exterior eyes! 
behold things of the Spirit, and by them-| 
felves judge of others) was the mofl! 
rare, and admirable, that hath bin feen' 
by us. As foon as he went into the De 
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Jert, he knecled down on the ground, 
nd, taking his Difcipline in his hand, 
ke a ftout Souldier of Fens Chrif?, he 
egan to. chaltife and evil -intreat his 
jody. Buthis Captain, and moft wife 
Mafter would not leave in his own hands 
bufinefs of fuchimpertance; but told 
im; Alsws cinget te, & ducet, quo ti.non 
55 Jo. 21. Another (hall gird thee, and 
Jed thee. whither thou wilt nor. As if he 


; 


pual fickneffes he fent him 5 and the 
commodities arid labours he infpired 
m to undertake, and bear witha more 
#20 manly ftrength, but even inwardly 
Spirit, by other far greater pains, 


Pe tane tried’ him. is 

He began to exercife him: inwardly in 
ngs fo grievous, and afflidtive, that 
* great Patience our Lord had given 


nwas but neceflary : and, though he 
aged all his forces, God brought him. 
fuch extremity in this exercife, that 
I only he could no way bear a heavier 
4, but alfo it feemed’ impofiible to’ 
a M nin 
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him to go forward with that which hy 
fultained. He told me, his Nature trem); 
bled, when he thought on that Exercife|, 
and that therefore he had related to Al 
none in particular : but,though we kno 
not punctually the things he fuffered ij; 


his Interior, yet, from the Anfwers hi, 
gave to thofe that came to him with the}; 
inward afflictions might be difcoveré| 
and collected fome of them,wherein Gq, 
exercifedhim. For, he anfwered wit) 
fo many particularities, that all eafil, 
perceived, he was a Matter in fuch a,) 
AiGions, and were comforted to fee hi, 
in fo fecure a Port, after fo great ten, 
pefts. And, when difcourfed with hiy 
of fuch interiour troubles, faying, the, 
were very painfull, he anfwered me, 
Father Lota, there are men that bear y 
load thirty times heavier than this. When) 
may be gathered, that in troubles of th; 
kind what he fuffered was much mot, 
thati what he mentioned, _ mF 
For, he that had an enflamed defire y 
preferving his foul pure , and alwa'| 
employed himfelf in chaft and fervey 
Prayer, what an affliction and pain mm, 
a troop of temptations of the flefh cau, 
in him, and the images and reprefenta, 
ons of thofe filthy things, which the D) 
i 2 | 
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vil pourtraied out very lively to himjand 
with a worfe fpirit and more alluring, 
than the reall ones themfelves? And, 
though our Lord gave him grace to 
trample uponall this, yet he could not’ 
but feel great grief and anguifh in be. 
holding himfelf as hanging by the flen- 
[jer hair of his own will, whereby he was 
Hindanger of confenting ; efpecially be-: 
Haute at this time God opens the eyes of 
Hote, who are to advance in Spirit, and 
Jnakes them better fee the danger they. 
fire in, that fo they may walk with more 
iced and caution in the narrow path of | 
/ertue, | ; Ee 
- Whatafflidions did Gregory {uffer in 


hefe occafions, and dangers, feeing his 


nemies were not weary of fighting, day 


pjor night, nor by refiftance were put to 
Hight,nor by his vertue confounded with, 
wame ? efpecially, feeing they not only 
fycre about him, but within him, infti- 
ating him to evil, and oppofing him in 
pod. - Yet thefe fo great and fo dread-. 
}! afflictions were to Gregory a joy and. 
qcutity, fince he fuftained them for the 
ory of hisGodsy) es ys 3 
jin like manner he behaved himfelf in. 
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qceivitig the charge of the Arguments 
nth the Enemy made again our Ho- 
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ly Catholick Faith ; the impoffibilities) 
{nares, entanglings, and doubts, that he, 
raifed on this fubje@. For, Faith being 
the foundation of Spiritual Life, the af; 
faulting itisa torment, as being inflict, 
ed by the Devill himfelf. This Gregory, 
fuftained conftantly, and refitted ffrong 
in the Faith, Pet.s.5. and, by his pros, 
found Humility, made his adverfaries, 
quickly vanifh. — tee 
The Souldiers of our Lord are like, 
wife wont, in the like retirement, to be 
molefted with the Spirit of Blafpheay 
though he that already knows how fpiti,, 
tually to fly, and hath attained a delight 
inthe Love and Praifes of God, tofe 
high a pitch as Gregory, gains always 
advantages by this encounter, and fafety 
at his enemies cott. ag 
In the Spiritual way alfo perfons are 
not alitle nor feldome afflifted, anid mor 
tified witha kind of Deliquinm or faint, 


ing, whereby the Devil feeks to fo, 


i 


their march ; for, the foul defiring tc, 
pleafe God, and walk his way, finds a) 
times fuch a remiffenefs and weaknels. 
that it feems almoft impoffible to her tc 
advance one ftep; and, knowing that, 
unlefs fhe ‘go on, fhe difpleafeth God’ 
and that to pleafehim fhe mutt procees 


e 


Witt 


‘eee ss ase 


Ch. 23. The Life of Gregory Lopez. 16 § 
with chearfulnefs, great is the pain fhe 
llfeels in beholding her own inability to 
Hifollow what our Lord would have her. 
Our Lord gave this his Servant the cou- 
lirage and magnanimity, that is neceflary 
for the fuftaining this with patience, and 
profit, and gaining the victory ; fortify- 
[jing him with humility, and the know- 
ledge of himfelf, that he might attribute 
all the good he fhould afterward do to 
j/the Divine Bounty, as the Fountain of 
all Good. 
The Perfect fuffer another fort of mi- 
liferies, wherewith they are greatly af- 
Hiflicted and tormented; which is, that, 
Ijhaving attained to a very eminent de- 
| Bree of Charity, they grieve at others e- 
ils, as if they were theirown. It can- 
ot infew words be expreffed, in what 
jicontinual grief and affliction our Grego- 
Ixy lived, beholding the blindnefs of Sin- 
Iiners, the obftinacy of Hereticks, the ma- 
Iny Souls every day damned : for, it is 
Ithis that fhould indeed be refented: yet 
he was alfo fenfible of the fickneffes, fa- 
mines, injuries, warts, and other calam#- 
bes of his Neighbour, as though he him- 
felf had fuftained them. | 
1 Itislikewife another aflault of the De- 
vil to reprefent unto fuch as afpire to 
» . M 3 Per- 
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Perfection’ (in the beginning efpecially ) | 
how all the world will rife againft them, | 
asit hath done againft all the followers | 
of Vertue; and how they fhall be per- }! 
fecuted by falfe Witneffes for infamous | 
crimes, and fuch, as they abhor; and) 
how, if they had benefited fome by their |! 
. good life, and example, all this will turn | 
to Scandall, and a ftumbling block to o- | 
thers. And, though to fome thefe feem /' 
things eafy to be born, it is certain, that, 
when God permits our Adverfary to}! 
ftraiten thefe Cords, he makes the Ser- 
vants of God to fweat for many hours \ 
together. Since this is a far more rigo: | 
yous and fevere penance, than that of the ' 
Body; though they feem to us to fiti- | 
die, andlazy. An ample difcovery of 
this deceit our Lord hath afforded us in | 
Gregory Lopez; not only by the équani- 
mity and patience, which he was pleafed ! 
to give him for fuftaining fuch combate | 
and adverfities but by the wonders which | 
he hath wrought by him, afdinhim. ~~ 
~ One thing I will relate here, which ' 
for its rarity did exceedingly edify me, | 
I diligently obferved for many years that ! 
this admirable Man never repofed him: | 
felfin the fpiritual courfe; and, though 
I fomtimes conlidered shat his continus ' 
Sits ing 
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ing the A@ of the Love of God certainly 
cavfed in him that great intenfion, yet I 
was never fully fatisfied, cill, in thinking 
onit, our Lord was pleafed to open my 
eyes, to difcerne, that this fo unfhaken 
conftancy proceeded from his continual 
Love of God, and of his Neighbour for 
God’sfake. lLonce on this occafion tell-: 
inghim, You neither do, nor can reft in 
the Spiritual way? He chearfully and 
calmly anfwered me. It is true indeed, 
that I neither eft, nor can reft, whilft my 
Brethren are in fo many dangers and trou- 
bles. For, it is not fit, I fhould attend ay 
pwn fafety, leaving them on the Bull's 
horns. I will not do fobafeathing, If 
J know but one of them that isin danger, I 
wwill not reft all my life long. 
_ That whichI more admire is, that he 
never eyed any of the confolations , 
which in the Spiritual Way God ufeth 
liberally to beftow, obferving the pro- 
prefsinitalready made by them. Nor 
fi he folace himfelf with the remem- 
rance of paft dangers, and troubles, 
or with the vertues which by the Di- 
vine affiftance he had acquired : for, 
Vertues, after once attained, caufe joy 
pid peace. The reafon why he rejoiced 
not herein was, becaufe he caft his eyes 
pete eo Ma kom 
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continually not on what he had,but wha}! 
he wanted ; nor did he defire to ftay by) 
the way to reft, but ftill to go forward} 
for,God would always have him acquiré) 
- new gains, climbing very craggy. hills} 
‘And fo he once told me; that, in thofe) 
three firft Years wherein he exercifed| 
bimfelf in the forementioned refignation,| 
God had made him afcend very great 
Mountains. = | ; 

He endured another very troublefome)| 
and confiderable Mortification, in two) 
Purgatories as it were, that our Lordi 
fent him in this life. Theone was of: 
Love, his having the which I perceived, 
whenhe lived in Guafteca,. The pain iti 
caufeth perfons experienced fufficiently | 
know to be moft extreme, and fuch as) 
have not got fo far willnot believe it. 
For by the light, which God infufeth in- \ 
to the Superiour part of our Soul, they 
heart is wounded fo deep with love, as: 
neither the fuavity, nor the grief can be \ 
exprefled. There the foul faints away, | 
becaufe that, which above all things fhe \ 
defires, is not granted toher; and, an jj 
ardent, yet profitable, impatience feizeth | 
her, which while it lafts, fhe finds no 
-eafe,’reft, or quiet. In this condition # 
God fomtimes infpires admirable and | 
Re Se s falu- 
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alutary Words, particular means, and 
nftructions of true Wifdome : the Soul 
dures an incredible affliction, both in 

concealing the torments fhe fuffers, and. 
he jubilations, and infpirations, which 

sod communicates unto her. Where- 

yy I underftood a wonderful height of 
nortification in this Holy AZan: for, he 

nftained this Purgatory of Love with 

uch filence , as though he fuffered a 

fpiritual wearinefs, 

|] The fecond Purgatory. was of Defive 3. 
Which confifts in this, that the Soul in this 

fife cannot attain that Sovereign Good, 

yhich fhe knows : and it colt Gregory 
wch grief and trouble. For, aswith 
fs quick underftanding , lively Faith, 
od purity of fpirit, he meditated and 
yntemplated the Divine Greatnefs, 
od communicated to him fo great, and 
mnorous a knowledge of the fame 
preatnefs, that he moft paffionately 
nged to be poffeffed of it. And, fee- 
g that in this life by running after the 
Jour of thefe Divine Ointments he ne- 
sr could attain to the Good he fo much 
‘fired, he remained wounded, and 
ieved,as the Hart that defires'the foun- 
ins of living waters, to quench his 
irft, and cannot obtain them. Now, 
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of this, becaufe it happens to few, If 
what is faid fuffice. lj 

But that, “ wherein Gregory mortifig 
himfelf all his life long, and wherein ly 
fuffered much (as himfelf told me) wa; 
in always following, as he did, the Gray 
of God: for, itiscertain, one cannot fo} 
low Grace, but by flying Nature. Whi! 
pains then, and mortification cofts it | 
Servant of God to be continually flyin; 
from, and denying himfelf ? For, many 
times Grace requires of us what is co} 
trary to Nature's defire; and thereupoj 
the one mult neceffarily dy inus, ia 
the other may live. Therefore, th 
Grace might live, Gregery always labon| 
ed to become dead’ to all Creatures, 


whereas it is the property of Nature ti 
live tothem all. And, becaufe the feek; 
to be efteemed and honoured for he! 
good works, and of none to be defpifec 
he endeavoured te hide his excellencie; 
and vertues, and to be contemned in th 
‘world, as our Saviour was. And follow 
ing Grace he ftudied to quit the care ¢ 
‘temporal things, and applied himfelf t; 
the feeking, and ferving God, fince Na, 
ture inclines to the contrary. And, be; 
caufe fhe grows proud with profperity 
and is dejected with adverfity, Gree 
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i Grace, was predifpofed for receiving 
thequanimuty and conffancy what fuc- 
6 foever, without feeking to get any 
erjour delight of thefe, and other ver- 
for himfelf, but only rejoicing at the 
Mnour, that redounds thereby unto 
f dd: of which honour Nature as it were 
Weetful, in everything, aimes at her 
[acontent, and defires all good things 
: lier felf. Allher language is, 7, and, 
iy 42e- fhe hates her enemy, rejoices 
fjanother’s harme, repines at his good. 
Whofoever fhall read this Book, or 
fh converfed with this Saint, will ea- 
Wr underftand, how good ufe he made 
this Grace, in loving, and withing well 
Hithofe, who, either through malice, ot 
lorance, were his adverfaries, and re- 
iting their difgraces, and withing them 
Higood for God's fake. So that, over- 
ning himfelf every day ftill more, and 
pwing in’Perfection, he hungred and 
tited fo exceedingly after God, that 
thing fatisfied him; he always was 
ving to attain this Sovereign Good, 
ving with all his might againft the 
ram of natural delight,and, fwimmin . 
rays above water, he laboured to ful- 
athe Divine will-and pleafure. Such 
his ig the true, and elevated Spirit of 
Be es oe Mor 
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172 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch.2' 
Mortification; which he in a greaf! 
height and Perfection practifed } 
Santta-Fe; as I underftand fufficient| 
by many and good evidences. 

Having for divers days obferved th! 
Gregory grew very ill in this Village, U 
caufe I perceived him very weak, aj} 
pale, I refolved to vifit him oftner, ai! 
itay longer in hiscompany, to fee whi 
ther I could afford him any comfort, ! 
afiftance. 1 asked him- concerning | 
diftempers, but he would not tell 1! 
them; till at laft after many days || 
told me the great and continual pains| 
felt in his teeth, and grinders ; acquaf 
ting me alfo with divers other difeaf! 
he had. ButI wasnot herewith fatis, 
ed, being perfwaded, the Holy Man fi| 
fered other far greater troubles th: 
thefe : whereupon] urged, and great | 
importuned him to tell them me. Th, 
he was pleafed todothat, which J kno! 
not that he ever did in his life befide, 
which was, to utter fomwhat of th) 
which inwardly paffed betwixt God a 
him, faying thefe very words; Thou w. 
kuoweft, O Lord, that I neither have, 3 
fuffer within my Soul any Creature, 7 | 
love of thee : and why doft rhou ini 
manuer hide thy felf from me? How cet 
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on endure to fee me with fo many mala- 
es, and, being able to cure me, doft not ? 
ut wilt have me feck the herbes, that beafts 
ed on; and , being able to heal me with 
i] Fiat, will mot do it. Now, though I 

mcertain, that he fatd this not fo much 
ir hisown confolation, as for my in- 
uction, and benefit, yet I remained 
aftonifhed at his declaring thus fom- 
ghac that paffled inwardly betwixt God 
iid him, [vez. that he neither had, nor 
ffered, within his Soul any Creature 
Hr the love of God: J that I immedi- 
ily writ down thefe words, fpoken by 
lim. This happened on the 23d. of 
Wafarch, 1591. 7 


CHAP. XXIV. 


of the Mortifying of his Senfes. 


_O wonder, ifone, who ever endea: 

voured with fo great care, and 
| fuch exquifite and fublime ways 
i) mortify his Interiour, was alfo excel- 
Bintin the mortifying of his Senfes, It’ 
certainly believed, that he never went 
fic ftep to pleafehis eyes with the fight 
ee i of 
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of any cr thofe things, which arecos! 
monly wont to fatisfy and delight th} 
Senfe. So that, when he went of! 
once living atGuafteca to fee the Sprinl 
there, he told me, he did it meerly up} 

_ my importunity, and tocontentme, EF! 
ing fome Months at AZexico, he nevw| 
went out of the Houfe, fave directly }! i 
the next Church. Nor could he be pe! 
fwaded to go to any Monaftery 
Nunns, though he was requelted |} 
fome with much eafneftnefs. Whi 
he came to Santta-Fe, he went out! 
Mexico before day, without looking’ cl 
the Streets,or the Buildings. Being in th' 
Village, though he was much import’ 
ned to go and fee a Garden, that below 
ed to the litle houfe where he lived, ha! 

ving flore of water, green plotts, an’ 
flowers, he never would in above fi! 

_ Years fpace; only one Year he wer! 
down fornetimes to fetch fome water t' 
drink. He looked on Men’s Bodies wit' 
an honeft freedome..and free honefty, 2! 
if they had bin Souls without Bodies, c' 
corporeall creatures inanimate. ... | 

Though it be a thing fo natural, efpe' 
cially to men of a good underftandingt | 
be pleafed with Mufick,, { never fav} 
him go to hear any, all the time J ‘ti 
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¥m, notwithftanding t was fome 
sar his lodging. And he often told me, 
a" if the Adufick, of the great Church 
*Toledo,or all in the world,were but one 
ep off him, he would not go to hear it : 
iat, if he were cafually prefent where a- 
lay Was, he heard it quietly, and gained 
baie out of it. 


All ill fmells offended him much ; yet 
1 never had any {weet ones, nor would 
fe them : and, though Nofegays and 
Howers were offered him, he accepted 
Hone, fave very feldome, that he might 
Wot, difoblige the bringer. He fome- 
lames, but feldom, took a Lilly, or Rofe 
if Caftile, becaufe, he faid, it wasa very 
Miatfmell, — | 
Ij As foon as he went out into the De- 
grt, he refolved not to eat fordelight, 
: ¢ meerly to preferve life: Which he 
: oferved to the very laft. So that, 
ghen J urged him to taftofa Adelon, 
He Frges, (for, here thefe fruits are 
qreatly elteemed, and defired) having: 
ganelt to'the AZelon.he faid; Jt 7s exough, 
1 thy year to have {melt this Melon, OF 
le Grapes he only tafted one, faying: 
refently, Jtas enough for this year. Of 
ic Faggs he took but halfaone, and 
id the fame.- i | 
| Though: 
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Though he loved Fruit very well, at}, 
defired to livé upon itsbecaufe(he rad) 
was the proper food of Man, fince in Pa) 
radife he fhould have bin fuftained onl, 
with Fruit, of which God created fo mj, 
ny forts meerly for Man, yet, as hat} 
bin related before, he told me; Fru, 
never did him harm in all his life: Whic| 
when J wohdred dt, he gave his reafo 
_ For (faith he) 7 always eat moderatel, 
thereof. 
That which he fed heartily on, we, 
Bread, the fultenance ofthe Poor. Ye. 
even in this, it feems, he obtained c) 
God the finding fuck mortification, that 
for fome years before his’ Death, hj 
could not eat one morfel of bread, unle ) 
it were dipped in broth, withotit: Sal) 
fat, or fpices; and this was his diet 4) 
this time, tempering the bread wit| 
fome very light meat. Somtimes h, 
would keep'a bit a good while in hy 
mouth; and, when J bade him remem, 
ber to {wallow it, he anfwered’ me, | 


Caniot s nor fad a paffage. He faic 


one of the moft troublefome things t. 
him was eating. Yet he highly prize, 
the ufe of his Senfes; knowing how uft, 
ful they are to’a Spitituall man,if he kee 


them well ‘mortified, 


Afte' 
a | 
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4 After the burning Fever he had, there 
Ipntinued on hima lingring Calenture 
Wmoft a year. In this neceffity / often 
‘gedhimto make ufe of fheets, but 
y:ver could prevaile with him. | 
Ineither can nor ought te fmother a 
ity fubtil kind of Mortification, which 
came to know of Gregory's; for the 

iderftanding whereof it is to be ob- 
1 rved, that one of the things, where- 
ith our Nature is moft mortified » 1S; 
et the Spirit makes no account of her; 
fr gives her part of that which paffeth 
[thin itfelf; depriving her of the 
are fhe was to receive in. the Spiritual 

fork. This prefuppofed, J obferved 


tmany years (wherein we eat at one 
fpole, dwelt in one houfe, and flept in 
We lodging ) that he never wept, figh- 
> groaned, nor lift up his hands, nor 
funk up his fhoulders, nor uttered one 


i 


ord either to God, or to himfelf, which 
ght intimate his interiour fentiments, 

| » in @ man of fo great af- 
tions, nd fpirit, might aftonith any 
2 that knew what Prayer was. J, won- 
ying hereat, faid one day tohim: You, 
2g continually united unto God, by rea- 
1 of the prefence of fuch a Lord, do neie, 
I (gh, nor fpeak:, but ae wholly abforpe. 
. ant 
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in the Divine Goodnefs. Whereto he 4 
fwered me: That is not the reafon, ky 
ther Lofa; for, truly, I figh, and groa f 
thoufand times a day, and almoft contia| 
ally am talking with God: though th 
mintally, For Thirty Years I have ui 
this courfe + and I endeavour not to gy 
Nature any {hare im thefe feelings - wii 
is no finall mortification to her, Fer} 
have found how alfe, and treavherowm|) 
as, 
[ was not fo ready in the practil, 
this. Leffon; but that, going fomtir 
into the Carden to pray, / fhould for, 
my felf, moving my hand, or figh) 
fomtimes; which Gregory hearing , | 
ufed to admonifh me, faying pleafant | 
Father Lofa, give Nature now and the} 
bit, left fhe dy with hunger Yet he g¢ 
not others the like counfell, but advi) 
them to help themfelves with extel, 
fignes; becaufe, without them, th, 
did nothing, J undoubtedly conce, 
that whofoever fhall with a candid int, 
tion read the Penances, and Mortific, 
ons, interiour and exteriour, which 
hererelated, willreft convinced and, 
tisfied, that this “eroical Man went | 
jnto the Wildernefs to fleep, or be ic, 
but to do, and fiffers AndIam oe 
: ¢ ‘| 
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What, if he would have told other greater 
fnortifications, which he futtained 5a 
fourfe of fuch difficulty and vertue. 
Mould aftonith us: it would likewife 

ave bin very materiall that thefe were 

etter expreffed, that fo they might be 

etter known: for, I confefs, I have left 
jPt many things, becaufe J could not ex- 
ain them, nor make them intelligible : 
it, by thofe, we have obferved, is faff- 
Wently difcerned, that his life was all 
| ortification, Penance, and Croffes. 
fit remains now, that we fee the fruits, 
fit Gregory reaped from this Vertue. 
| ae fo great a Courage, that he wag 
Pat to tell me, He aor, through the 
Brine Grace,with a blafe overcame i emp 
vas, Secondly; fuch a dexterity in 
feting , that his Enemies, thaugh ve- 
cout, never made him retreat a ftep ¥ 
‘he went always getting ground, and 
1, fo frm a confidence in God, that, 
the met whole armies of Temptati- 
y coming againithim, he would have 
fy'ed and defeated them all. So that, 
them all, how many foever affaulted 
>» ne never loft the exercife God had 
rn him, but, thefe notwithftanding, 
t on in the Love of God and his 
B%oxur. Thirdly ; fo great a Peace, 


bi ana 


eS ts 


MENA EEE E A AELOW OY 


180 TheLife of Gregory Lopez. Ch.2 
and dominion over himfelf in his way |, 
combate, that never could any one pe} 
ceive by him, whether in his Interior} 
were fighting, or enjoying? He was 1 
ways one, and the fame,without chang 
and in him was verified that fentenc 
The wife man continues like the Sua; 6 
the fool hath changes like the Moon: at 
he ufed to repeat it fometimes. Fourt) 
ly, by this his fo great Mortification || 
gained that, as one well exercifed, Ge 
made him the Elder Brother, as it wet| 
to take care of his Brethren, and Neig} 
bours, and to fight for them; and 0) 
Lord accepted of hiscombates, adm, 
ting of them in the behalf of his Neig, 
bours, as if themfelves had fougt, 
which / perceived fell out often, as fh} 
be faid in the Thirtieth Chapter , £0, 
cerning the Effects of his Prayer.- 
All this {trength proceeded from th, 
lively Faith he had in God, whereby 
underftood very clearly and diftind, 
the greatnefs of the D vine Goodne, 
and Mercy, which fuffers none to , 
tempted above his power. So that | 
fought his battels with pleafure ;- If; 
with arationall delight : for this ne 
failed him. And he was wont to faj 
that to whomfoever God gave thise 


ye 


lig 


ey. | 


ght, he had, as they fay, taken him al- 
eady out of his fwadling-clouts, 


eee, 


CHAP. XXV. 


Af the Prayer of Gregory, at what 
time, ana with what Exercifes, it 
|) began. . 


' Have many arguments and reafons to 
lj. affure me, that Gregory began to 
__ufe Prayer as foon as he had the ufe 
-Reafon: I could likewife colle& it 
Wom fome difcourfes we had upon this 
WH Oject, and from other conjectures, that 
jgem undoubtedly to confirm it; as his 
(jling me, That God had called him very 
ry : That he had never bin aChild: 

at he never went a ftep back, Whence 
y be gathered, asathing very mani- 
» by reafon of his moderation in 
aking of himfelf, and his warinefs in 
King known his good things, that he 
fended to fignify, that he had always 

ed Prayer, He told me, that, when 
By was alitle Pageinthe Court, he ufed 
ental Prayer, and went on errands 
th the fame peace, as he did at that 
| oN 3 time, 
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‘time, which was fix Years before hi} 
died: and that he did not lofe this peace! 
though Dukes, and Earles pafled aa an 
other things, ufual in the Court ; 
that he perfil ited in his Prayer, noc | 
flanding this noife, as if he had bin in 
Mountain : though afterward he wer 
on by exercife itill perfeCting both hi 
Prayer, and quiet. If therefore i! 
Twelve Years old he had attaitied fuc! 
peace and quiet in Prayer, it muft f 
fuppofed: that he began to pray fom 
years before he arrived to this ftate ar’ 
degree. And, if the years wherein f/ 
had the ufe of Reafon, to the timeth’ 
he went into the Wildernefs, were b’ 
few, we may fuppofe them eniploiéd 4 
the exercife of Prayer: efpecially if 
be true (a3 we have heard, it is) tha’ 
before he came to Court to bea Page, | 
lived in Na-arre with a Hermite $' 
Years; ashath bin faid in the beginni 
of this Book, | i 

- The fame may alfo be concluded fro! 
te great courage God gave him in tl 
Court > for, though he fiayed there ty, 
or three Years, wherein are prefented' 
many’ impediments in the way of Go 
yet hé had firength to go. ‘through # 
Without navy? his Good refolutior 
Herds | ' No} 

fl 
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fuch valour and zeal is feldome 
otren, but by a long practice of con- 


) verling with God. The rather, becaute: 


when ne carne to New Spain he was but 
| Ae cnty years old; yet he came fo far 
| advanced in Mental Prayer, that he not 
only endeavoured to ufe it for a long 
jatime together in the day, but continued 
it fomtimes travelling, otherwhiles 
writing, fomtimes talking. And he told 

ne, that, for the better attaining this 

rayer, as foonas he cameto Mexico, 
he fafted a Lent with bread and water, 
in the houfeof Lewis Zapata, with in- 
! ia of begging of God affidtance and 
favour to employ him fo, ashe might 
pelt ferve him, and wholly devote him- 
i to his Divine Majefty. It is evi- 
ent, that fuch folidity and maturity of 

ertue could not, ordinarily, be gotten 
nthe fudden, but by long exercife of 
Prayer. Add hereunto, that Gregory 
was not moved to thefe fo great works 
y remorfe of Con‘cience, or the fear of 
Tell, but God led him always by ways 


Mong and fettled Vertue, andof a firm 
ove, than the coming to the /vdies, and 
oaffing through the richeft places there- 
f, which were Adexico, and Zacatecas, 
i? oN the 


4 
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Ipf Love. And what greater figne of his 
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ihe Country being in the greateft pro-|| 
fperity for riches and honour that-ever ity 
was, and he having, asis faid,fuch parts,} 
for the acquiring, and enjoying this) 
World’s glory ; notwithftanding —alh 
this, inhis Youth, fo early to renounce) 


all the{e vanities, to put himfelf in fack-| 
cloth, and retire into the Defert, thath! 
fo God there might go on cauling fpiritu 
al improvements in his Soul; as’, he; 
told me, he had received to that prefenti 
time ? Which, without queition, were! 
much increafed in Prayer, and Devoti- 
on. Befides, the Divine Majefty , the 
firtt day he led him into the field in theg 
Defert, laid upon his fhoulders one of the 
heavieft burdens, and the difliculteft Ex.) 
ercife in all the Spiritual Life ; as in they 
enfuing Chapter fhall be faid. And, 
fince God layeth on a load proportionas| 
ble to ones ftrength, the greatnefs of thisy 
evidenceth to us the Vertue of this Yong; 
Man. Which being ordinarily gotten) 
by tract of time, and holy Exercifes, we: 
may eafily conceive that he had fpenty 
shofe Twelve Years, wherein till then he| 
had enjoyed the ufé of Reafon, in acqui-! 
ting fach Vertue by means of Prayer: 
and converfe with God; that; when he| 
rame to-one and twenty Years of age, he| 
ne Sih core migh! 


‘ 


j 
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night be fit and able, as being fome way 
exercifed, to bear the Yoke of God, that 
fterward it might go well with him, ac- 
cording to that Blefling pronounced by 
the Holy Ghoft , which he recited very 
often: Jt fhall go well with the man, that 
Tom his youth fhall carry the I oke of God, 
Lam. 3.27. 
4, He did not tell me in particular thofe 
Exercifes of Prayer, which he ufed in his 
: irft Years; becaufe, as we faid, he never 
Welated things concerning himfelf, ex- 
firept on a probable occafion of benefiting 
Wikis Neighbour. But I have ever believed 
ic molt trueand certain, that the foun- 
Walation, and entrance unto this courfe was 
Chrift our Lord, fince He muitbe the 
! intrance to thofe that begin well; and 
Ie have likewife heard from him fuch 
wood Meditations on our duly Faith , 
wand on the Lsfe, and Death of our Re- 
Wcemer ,  efpecially concerning his Jz- 
acy, and Childhood, done with fo much 
levotion, and fpirit, as gave fufficient 
aproofs of hislong ufe and practice in this 
ju-ind of Meditation. Thofe were admi- 
gable, which he fhewed me the firft year 
e lived at Gua/fcca, on this Subject, and 
ae {pecially thofe concerning the moft Ae- 
Wl) Virgin Mary, our Laay, And he couns 
| Sea felled 


| 
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felled thofe that defired to profit in the | 
Spuritual Life to repeat the Rofary with i) 
devotion, and to ufe all diligence to bes | 
come very devout Difciples of this great | 


Ma firefs of Sanctity. 


i 
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CHAP. xXVL. ough 


What Prayer, avd Exercifes God IA 
{pired him to fe in hts retirement | 
and {olitude . and the benefits he 
reaped thereby. : 


Cs 
i} 

vit 
month or two under One and | 
Twenty years of age, ag nearas I could 


ay i 
| 


gather. Concerning his manner of Pray | 
er, I can relate fomthing ofa certainty, 
fince he could not conceal all from me | 
for the fpace of Eighteen Years whereift | 
I converfed with him. ; i 
_.Jhe firit Prayer, he ufed there, was | 
thofe famous words; Lord, here I go i 
forth only to ferve you, and not to have re 
gard to my felf: in the form above re 

lated. - For he intended no flourifhing | 
complements, but with thefe few words | 


ch 


4 Father, thereby rendring himfelf his 
have, that fo all his labours and gains 
night redound to his Lord ; and this he 
ermed, the not having regard to himfelf: 
or that in all his works he refolved to 
hime only at the Glory of God. The 
Almighty accepted an Offering made 
with fo- good a Will; and the Divine 
WVifdome hereupon undertook the 
pharge of being Gregory's Malter, teach- 
ng him that which was convenient. The 


— 


ee eee 


i 


: 


qwas thofe words; Fiat volurtas tua, 
asut in Calo, ein Terra. Amen Fels : 
hereby inftructing him jn the fame Pray - 
pr, wherein he had initrué@ed his Holy 
H4pofiles. And by this Prayer he gave 
}im for an Exercife one of the higheft 
leffons, and moft difficult to perform, as 
rontaining in it all the doétrine of con- 
forming our Wills to God's, which Spiri- 
tual perfons term Refignation: and this 
notin a mean degree, but in the higheit 
Jperfection, that thofe words import; to 
jit, that there be fuch conformity with 
the Divine Will on Earth, as is ob- 
ferved and pradifed in Heaven. _ 
It is very remarkable, that the Di- 
vine Goodnefs would have Gregory be- 
fe | fiow 


jecond Exercife of Prayer, he gave hin, 
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ftow as much time in this Exercife, as|, 
our Lord Cbriff {pent in preaching his|' 
Gofpel; For all that perfection of his} 
holy Doctrine confiits in the perfect | 
practifing of thefe words, ca al) 

The diligent and amorous Difciple en- | 
tertained this Divine Prayer, and Leffon 
with fuch alacrity and courage, that for 
three Years together (a thing deferving 
admiration) without tiring, or forget- 
ting, he repeated them mentally as often ' 
as he breathed,when-ever he was awake, | 
So that, confidering how little he flept, | 
‘and his extraordinary vigilance, innu- | 
mcerable were the times that he reitera- | 
ted thofe words; Fiat volugtas tua ficut 
in Calo, G inTerra. Amen Fefus. And | 
he told me, that afterayears time, he 
did not obferve his refpirations for the | 
exciting his Memory to the faid words ; | 
but the refpirations now ferved only to | 
mind him for the making more intenfe 
and fervent Acts. And I have likewife ' 
heard him fay, that , unlefs he made: 
thofe Ads with Spirit, and Devotion, © 
(though otherwife he continued to make , 
them) immediatly at that inftant the De- i 
vil affaulted him with a multitude of | 
Temptations. And he alfo told me,that 
at this time, through the many te - 
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tions that overwhelmed him, he could 
not take a Book into his hand: thefe 
words alone ferved him for a Book, and 
for inftruction; and therewith, as with 
lJarmour of proof, he defended himfelf 
againft his enemies, and vanquifhed and 
fubdued them. Having thefore tried, 
land by experience found the great effica- 
li cy of thefe words, he counfelled many 
perfons to repeat them cuftomarily with 
their whole hearts, | . 
During the time of thefe Refpirations 
his operations were fo effectual, that he 
|i was almoft always elevated, not minding 
any thing of this life; and fuch was the 
intenfenefs, wherewith he employed his 
(Memory, Underftanding, and Will in 
\j this Divine Exercife, that, though, being 
lj in it,. violent temptations aflaulted him, 
lyet after they were paffed overhe re- 
‘membred themnot. From this exercife 
lof Refignation, as from a folid and deep 
root, he extracted all his Wifdome and 
‘Spirit. — 
~ Afterhehad exercifed himfelf forthe 
fpace of Three Years in this Spirit of Re- 
fignation,his moft wife Heavenly Matter 
was pleafed to advance him to anothet 
degree of Perfection, and by an interi- 
our Acthe taught him, how the. ee of 
; er- 
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Perfection in this life confiftted in thd 
practice and obfervance of thofe words 3} 
Lhou {halt love thy God with all thy heart,' 
and with all thy joul, and with all thy mund,! 
and with all thy firength s and thy Neigh | 
bour, a Thy felf: that he mutt ever 
practife this, employing all his ftrengthi! 
herein ; with one Act ea loving! 
both God, and his Nezghbour, imitating 
thus Ged himfelf. So that he forbare! 
the repeating fo often, as formerly, that ! 
Act of Xefignation made in faying ; Fi-" 
at voluntas tua, ficut incalo, & imterra, 
Amen Fefus: becaufe, as he faid himfelf, ' 
this frequency of Acts would rather hin. 
der, than further. the continual Act of | 
Love, in which his Soul now was., For 4 
the fame caute he omitted other Medita- 4 
tions, and exteriour exercifes, which he | 
formerly ufed, that they might not di- 1 
vert him from his continual AG of Love. | 
This Exercife Gregory endeavoured: to 
purfve and practife with the fame forti- 
tude, ashe had done that of Refigwatiany 
yea rather with greater; for, now his” 
Henerigny Was ine reafed. So that within 
a few years he became fo experta Lo- ! 
ver, that, hetold me, it feemed a very ! 
difficult thing to hira to forget, even fon 
aihort ae: of time, this divine Exer, | 
cilé 
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cife of Love; and therefore, without in- 
terrupting an he did eat, and:tal., and 
perform any other actions, whether of 
Mind, or Body. 
- With this heavenly emploiment he 
began to read the £:6/e more than for- 
merly, which fomtimes he read three or 
four hours in a day. And’ from this 
great Love of God he got that under- 
indtanding of the Holy Scripeure : Hence 
he acquired an excellent gravity, and 
\imoceration in his words, a rare pru- 
li dence and difcretion in his anfwers, and 
counfels, that equality he obferved in 
loving his Neighbour, and Himfelf, 
| wherein he was fingular : for, in all his 
good works he ever: accounted himfelf 
but.as one member of the reft of rhe 
I} World; and as much defired to obtain 
|mercy for them, as forhimfclf, From 
hence alfo proceeded his great purity of 
heart, and in Prayer liberty, and domini- 
on over his enemies, and a fevere morti- 
fication of his Senfes. Now, in pray- 
ing he did not labour with fuch violence 
and force as formerly, but by amore re- 
fined and delicate Act . Iefs fenfible, but 
more perfect. In this manner he went 
jon increafing every day in perfection 5 
and that in fuch fort, that divers Spiritu- 
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al perfons were deceived in their feeing, 
him addidted to, and verfed in,other Sct4 
ences, and Arts to fuch an eminency, and) 
exacinefs ; imagining,that this divertec | 
him fromPrayer. Yet it was fo far from| 
that, that in his laft years he attained) 
fuch a high degree, that he told me often, | 
his Inner Mandid work, without impar-} 
ting ought to the Outer; and that hej 
now reduced not the Conference he held | 
with God unto Mental Words, but to) 
another language, which, certainly, was} 
no other than that of high affeCtions. In, 
fine, by means of this Exercife he ob- 
tained that excellent Unction with God,| 
which he always endeavoured to) 
pracife, and thofe heroicall vertues, | 
he poffeffed; and, to fay all ina word, 
with this there abundantly flowed- in up| 
on him all good things. i 


ay 
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CHAP: XXVIE 


We Spirit of Gregory is further evi- 
denced by the Anfwers he made te 
to certain Queftions, 


Have thought fit here to fet down cer- 
tain Anfwers that Gregory Lopez on 
\me occafions made, that, by them his 
pirit may be fomthing more difcerned ; 
hich, being fo very interior, may by 
\gefe be the better.difcovered. . 
WA Religious Man, both fpiritual, and 
\rned, one whom Gregory much valu- 
. and difcovered himfelf to more than 
Wj others, asked him, whether he affign- 
jj. certain times, and particular hours of 
e day, ornight, to quicken his A& of 
ive more, or make it more intenfe, in 
‘eit flagged,.or cooled by converfa-, 
m, or doing offices of Charityfor his, 
irighbour, and the comforting fuch, as 
ne to confer with him? He anfwer- 
; He hadno fet times, nor needed any s 
aufe there was no created thing, that 
barbed, or cooled, him: fince bis wterion 
vation was always in sts perfection s. for, 
| O he 
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be had almoft made it natural to bim : the 
he never went back, fromthe perfettion o | 
that Union, whereto God had admitte\s 
him, but went always forward : that front 
this Union he bad gotten waatfoever hy 
knew; for God had always bin his Ma\ 
fter, and not Books > though it was a grea, 
con folation to him to fee thofe things wri, 
ten in Thaulerus, and Rusbrochius, whiz, 
our Lord had communicated to his Spixit) 
and he was never fatisfied with con, 
mending, and extolling the Spirit ef ti, 
Holy Mother Terefaof Jefus. — | 

Another time being asked by the fan, 
Religious Man ; Sir, if you were 4 Prie, 
what would you do He anfwered; Wh, 
I do now, He replied. How wou) 
you prepare your felf to fay Mafs? Hi 
anfwered ; 4s Ido now. He asked hn) 
further: And how would you mak, 
your AMemento's ? He anfwered him) 
¥uft fo as I do always, Adding; Jf, 


| 


were fure to. dy within thefe few hours, 
would do nothing more than Ido. F ors, | 
ava now attually giving to God all that \ 
have; and more I cannot give him, unte| 
of his mercy, he beftow it on mes i 
On this occafion the forefaid Religéa, 
Man obferving that at certain times:| 
‘the Soul is loving God with all he 
| ftreng!| 

3 


\ 


2 f 
{| 
am 
oe | 

» | 


Ne 


shag. i | 


Ch 
{trengthin great 


pace to an height of denudation, draw: 
Hg as it were the curtain that was be- 
fyween God, and her, and God himfelf 
Uating her, and making her capable of 
fyaings, which fhe can neither compre- 
fiend, nor exprefs ; and,when the would 
jpaufe, and ruminate upon that which 
iWz0d hath wrought in her, fhe finds, that 
jjow thofe favours are gone, and leave 
nly the affections thereof behind in the 
oul) asking him again, whether, after 
J's having received the like favours, he 
(emembred them? or, whether his Soul 
patinued always in that height, to 
‘ich God is: wont to raife others for a 
jport fpace, as is faid? He anfwered, 
Wat, As it is not im the power of Atlan to 
jecure: fuch fingular favours of God, fo 
uther tsa in his pawer to remember them, 
[pe contcnue any long timeinthem: and 
Weer be doubted much, whether there were 
er any pure Creature ( fave the moff 
oly Virgin) thar always perfevered ia 
? like fublimity of Union, which God is 
[ht forntimes to give : though, in the or= 
[yi4ry Union ( fuch as his Majeftly had 
Pyparted to lim) one might very well both 
| shansly perfift , and eminently i1prove 
1 ie O 2 And, 
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1.96 TheLife of Gregory Lopez. Ch 29]! 

- . And, enlarging on this fubject further}} 
he faid, Ta: Vifions, Revelations, Ex 
tafies, azd Rapts were mot the rop of Per. 
fettion, nor confifted st therein ; thong | 
oftimes God 4s wont to givethem, For,| 
he works with every Soul according to ttsy 
capacity, necefity, and difpofitton; fincel 
Souls that are perfect, and expert im the 
AE of a pure fimple and perfect Love, neead 
not any {ufpenfion of the Senfes, for omy 
Lord's communicating much unto them : bex| 
caufe the Senfes do not binder them, nor 
difturb the Divine communications, Anas 
he bad never had Extafy, Revelation, on 
Rapt, that deprivedhim of his Senfes ; the 
which Senfes never diftratted him, 7 
At another time the fame Perfon dif}; 
courfed with him of fome Souls, that at. 
tained great peace and inward tranquilli« 
ty, with a paffive Union, as it were, ancy 
enjoying Love, which God gave them} 
Gregory anfwered, That fuch were gooe 
fouls, and in a good way; yet that Pets 
fection and Merit lay not fo much in thefe 
Ats of enjoying, as in the Soul's endea- 
vouring on her part to employ all her forces 
s2 loving her God with the perfetteft many 
ner, and ath, that fhe can : for, this ts ra\ 
ther doing, than enjoying , and that ts ra] 
sher enyoying y thau working, For 5 the. 
eat Sonl, 
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Woul, that perfectly loves her God, can give 
yo more, than {he doth; nor doth God re- 
laire any thing elfe: fince hereon depends 
jer whole Law, and Prophets. 
i) AsI was telling him once of how great 
fe timation and value, and how accepta- 
iple to God certain perfons were, that 
ijiways employ themfelves in praying 
jor the whole Church witha great zeale 
hf Gods honour, and a defire of the Sal- 
ration of Souls, he faid, /e wasa great 
WV erfection, but belonged to few : and that 
je underftood, Mother label de la Nati- 


| 
idad, a Nunn of the Monajtery of the 


i 
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ttained tt, To whom alfo, I hold for 
ertain, was fhewed by Divine Revela- 
ion that the Holy manGregory Lopez was 


ponception 27 Mexico, zow deceafed, had 


| 


ontinually taken up with this Exercife. 
Mor fhe writ a Letter, wherein were 
Mnefe words : Iam always inthe Employ- 
qeent, 77 which our Lord hath put me, of 
raying for the whole Church; asmy Bro- 
ner alfo doth, She fpoke this of Gre- 
ory; and fhe was a true Servant of 
yod, detefting all fafhood, and very far 
‘om any fufpicion thereof. 

In this Chapter have been mentioned 
rings, which in the opinion of thofe thar 
reat of and underftand Prayer, and Spi- 
L ay rit, 
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rit, are ( for the confirmation of great! 


Sanctity) above thofe miraculous: be-!4 


ing more certain Signes thercof, than Mi 
tacles are, is a Oe 


CHAP, XXVLIL 


of fome other manners of Prayer , 
whieh he had. tes | 


- fection'and San@ity is proved, 

from other ways of Prayer ,| 

wherein this admirable Man (whofe con-. 
tinuall bufinefs was the perpetuating that 
Act of loving God, and his Neighbours) 
and in this chiefly he employing all his} 
forces) exercifed himfelf likewife, with: 
out diverting his mind, but advancing, 
‘rather in the forementioned Union. 
‘When any interiour combates pre-, 
fented themfelves, he took delight in 
fighting them out for the love of God: 
and, after he had conquered, he likewi 
offered to him in Sacrifice all the Vidto-| 
ry.and fpoils of. that Warr, And there: 
fore, from his often ufing to overcome, 
and, through the great confidence he put 
in 


i 
ny 


\ 


N O lefs wonderful height of Per-| 
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in God, when he faw whole armies of 


i 


\'femptations appearing again{t him, he 


rejoiced exceedingly, as Huntfmen do 


at their prey, therewith to furnifh their 
Matfter’s Table. Nor did he only offer 


the conquetts and fpoils of his battels in 


Sacrifice to God, but alfo the gifts and 


ftrengths, wherewith his Majetty enrich- 
edand adorned him; making an Obla- 


tion thereof unto his God, and Giver,by. 
lla very profound Prayer, and very hum- 
ible acknowledgment, whereby he pub- 


lickly owned him as the Supreme Good, 
and Fountain of all good things,and con- 


which we receive fhould be offered up. 
So that, in receiving any grace or gift, 
Gregory prefently with a clear light of 


|Underitanding , and great fervour of 
Charity, without taying upon the gift, 
‘went with it to ourLord, defiring he 


fhould enjoy all that hehad; with fuch 
fidelity did he love hisGod. And on 
fuch occafions he ufed to repeat that fen- 
tence of the Wife Alan: Many men are 


fliled merciful 5 but a faithful man who can 


fiad ? Prov. 20. 6. 


He was wont alfo to offer up tothe 


Eternal Father the Life, Paffion , and, 
Death of 7sfus Chrift, his Son, and our 
O. 4 Re- 
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Redeemer. Which Oblation he made} 
fomtimes for all the World, at other)q 
times for particular perfons, or things$}| 
as he underftood it to be the Will ofjj 
God. | And to this Sacrifice, or Spiritual 
‘Mafs, he'attributed much efficacy. As} 
1 was difcourfing with him thereof one 
day, he told me, God had in the World \\ 
thoufands of Prielts, who many times 
sade this Oblation [piritually : and that he \\ 
frequented two forts of [piritual Communix \ 
ons, One, confifting in an ardent Defire of \ 
receiving Sacramentally Chrift our Lord : |\ 
the other, in anintenfe Defire of receiving || 
in himfclf the Father, Son,, avd Holy |i 
Ghott; making himfelf a living, and pure | 
Temple of the moft Holy Trinity; zd | 
giving It aktually lodging in his Heart, 1 
there to live, and abide for ever. at 

-Tasked him one day, how he did ex-_ 
ercife the Love of God and his Neigh- | 
bour . and he anfwered me; that only _ 
by repeating certain Verfes of David; | 
fuchas, Praife the Lord all ye Nations; ; 
praife him all ye People.----Blefs the Lord \ 
all ye works of the Lord ; praife bim, and | 

lorify him for ever ----Let all the Earth | 
adore, and blefs thee, O Lord, Where- 
with I remained not only fufficiently in- 
ftrued, but likewi% much affected to, 
Rei ay ee | fo | 
am | 
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lifo good a Manner of Prayer, fo compre- 
lihenfive, and ferverous, — rages 
li He hadalfo a great care topray for 
Hour Holy Mother the Church, for its in- 
creafe, and for the advancing of the Ha- 
lily Catholick Fasth, throughout all King- 
lidomes. He prayed alfo with great in- 
liftance for hainous Sizwers; and he faid, 
lithis Prayer was very acceptable to our 
iLord ; relating to this purpofe that 
liwhich had paffed betwixt Sat Catha- 
tine of Siena, and our Saviour; to wit, 
\ithat fhe, praying to him earneltly for 
lithofe in Mortal fin, heard from his Dij- 
vine Mouth; For thefe I intreat thee to 
pray to Ate. And he ufed with much 
rendernefs and compaffion to repeat 
thefe words, when there was any dif 
ourfe of Sinners. 

 Tothe fame purpofe, and with the 
fame fpirit, he related an Example, 
phich S. Dionyfins the Areopagite in his 
sighth Epiffle to Demophilus affirms, he 
ieard from the mouth of S.Carpus the 
Bifhop 3 towhom God, for his great pu- 
‘ity and fimplicity of Soul, revealed ma- 
iy things; and it was this: The faid 
Carpus, underftanding that a certain I- 
lolater had perverted a Chriftian, and 
nade him apoftatize from the Faith , 
oe ; % grew . 
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grew fo incenfed againft them both, that 
he earneitly befought God to take them}, 
away fromthe face of the earth, unable|! 
to endure that fuch wicked men fhould|] 
live therein, having perverted the way 
of our Lord. Whereupon Carpus. looki|| 
ing up to Heaven faw fefus Chroft there) 
fitting with innumerable Angels and) 
Saints: then looking down immediatly, 
on the earth, as it were through the | 
mouth ofadeep Well, or Pit, he difco:, 
vered Hell, andits torments; and there|| 
upon the pit's brink flood thofe twol 
wicked Perfons, whom he had prayed | 
again(t, ftaggering as ready to fall, and 
trembling in a pitiful manner, becaufe, 
thofe infernal Serpents fought to faften , 
onthem, and pull themin. Carpus was 
told, he fhould do wellto pray for them, | 
that they might efcape thofe fo dreadful} 
torments; yethe did it not; but defired, 
God to let them fall into that Pit. When, | 
lifting up his eyes again to Heaven, he, 
faw the moft Mild fefus. who, moved. 
with pity, rofe up, and offered them his | 
Hand to free them, yea and fent his An- , 
gels alfoto help them. Then, turning. 
himfelf to Carpus, faid ovr Lord : O 
Carpus, J am ready to fuffer again for 
Men's fake. “See, woeiber you would like 
| to 
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| Heufed al s and power- 
ful importunity with God by his Pray. 
fiers, that his Divine Majefty would at- 
tract unto himfelf all People, and Nati- 
fjons, Converting and caufing them to en- 
rer into the Bofome of the Church; and 
that he would reduce the ews, and Ae- 
yeticks to the Holy Catholick F aith, 
Which yethe did without ever dififting 
Ijfrom that Act of the Lovt of God, we 
Ii have fpoken of. 
I All his folicitude and interceffion in 
Wotaying for his Neighbours was, that 
God's Will might be fulfilled in them on 
fj Earth, asit was in Heaven; and from 
all things he took occafion to make this 
Prayer.. Ifhe heard fay, that the King, 
for-his great Power, and Jutftice, was 
feared and reverenced, and poffeffed his 
Kingdoms’ in Peace, he ftraight turned 
him to»God, and cried: Thou art all- 
powerful, and all-juffO Lord; let all fear 
thee, and reverence thee, and poffefs all 
thisthy Kingaome in peace. Uf he Be 
) that 


| 
i] 
| 
| 


20 
that a Father, for his goodnefs, was be-|| 
loved of his Sons, he prefently fpake 
thus toGod; Father, and Fountain of |i 
all good things, let all thy Sons loye Thee. \\ 
When he confidered how a Gardiner en- |9 
deavoured that all his Trees fhould bear jj 
fruit, he immediatly turned him to thet! 
ah of all, faying: Let none of thy) 
reatires, Q Lord, pertfhs bat lee allt 
ysela their freit 1a is proper feafon, Ei 
great Wars, and flanghters were reporte J 
ed to him, he lifted up his heart to God, || 
faying : Your Sons, and my Brethren, |i 
whom you [0 much enjoyn me to love, fee, 
Father, how they behave themfclves. And, \i 
to fpeak in brief, all the good, and evil | 
accidents in the Univerfe to him were 4 
Motives of Prayer. fl 
Several times he told me, that what- ¢ 
ever was in the World he faw irall u- 4 
nited into one point in God, without 
ufing any Difcourfe. Which muft be by : 
fome great light of Coxtemplation, that : 
he received in certain occafions: from 
whence fomwhat may be collected of 
the fublimity of his Prayer, and how e-: 
levated and conformable his Soul was. | 
with God, fince he had the whole World 
abbridged in his mind, and by fo fpecial 
alight reduced it allto an Unity, fo to_ 
offer it unto the fame Lord. He 
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He defired much that his Neighbours 
fhould not ceafe amidit their external 
works to be praying to God; becaofe, 
being experienced, he underftood the 
preat advantages contained therein. 
And for this Vertue he ufed to commend 
lithe Adacchabees, who, engaged in fuch 
lifierce battels, as in the Bocks of thej 
Hiftory are recorded, continued fighting 
lwwith their hands, and at the fame time 
Wpraying in thir hearts. » 
| He ufed another way of praying wor- 
Wthy the learning, and imitating; which 
was, that, every time he was to fpeak, 
1 eae or defire any thing, he raifed 
his {pirit to God by Adenial Prayer. im- 
loring the Divine Grace, that it might 
fucceed well. To this purpofe he was 
wont to relate that which befell Mebe- 
mias with Ariaxerxess as is written in 
the fecond Chapter of the Second Bock of 
Efdras. For, when that Great Mo- 
narch asked his Cup-bearer Nebemias, 
what it was that he defired, the Sacred 
Writfaith, that, before he fpake, Ae 
made his Prayer to the God of Heaven, 
Whereupon he obtained of the Kize all 
that he requetted. | 3 | 
He was exceedingly devoted to the 
Pater rofter, becaufe he was taught it 
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206 The Life of Gregory Lopez. Ch. 28} 
by our Lord ; and he reaped great bene}| 
fits by it; and to mo of the Petitions he | 
annexed thefe Words, ds iz Heaven, fo 
ta Earth: as when it is faid Hallowed be | 
thy Name; headded, As. in Heaven, fa 
o2 Earth, For, hereby he fhewed thel| 
zeale he had. of God’s Glory. And, ag|| 
any Servants of God, to attract others! 

fo good, and excite themto God's fere| 
vice, do write Letters, go Journies, and! | 
perform other pious works} Gregory, in| 
itead of thefe offices, when he would | 
help any one, and relieve him in any] 
neceflity, betook him prefently to hig 
Prayer, to treat the bufinefs with our} 
Lord. Forhe wellknew, that the ac-'| 
complifhment of all good was to defcend. 4 
from Him : and by this means he’ 
wrought wonderful effects. And, he 
told me, it 2s much better negoriating. | 
with God, than withMen. Yet thofe} | 
who asked his counfel by word, or wri | 
ting, he anfwered, thereafter ashe judg | 
ed neceflary for their good, and the glo-: ' 
ry of God; to whom he rendred thanks,’ ‘ 
that hehad, likewife, in his Church Pere | 
fons, who by thefe exteriour ways affil-’ 
| 

! 

: 


| 
} 
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ed their Neighbours: 
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C HAP. XXIX, 


of the Manner of his Habiration, and 
Manfion si God. 


| | Have deferred, asmuch as I could, the 
writing of the Manner how Gregory 
lived in God, expecting always a greater 

Wight from his divine fpirit, to be able to 

lideclare a thingfo important. This Man- 

liner was not by Extafies, or Rapts > Yet 

IIhis Unzan ever feemed to me immediate ; 

HGnce his Will with a great intenfion, dif 

: engagement : and nakednefs, looked only 

t God; and this kind of Union was 
ranifedly difcerned by the great fruits it 
always left.in him. 

ll This 2Zanfion, methinks, I may call 
e no other Name, than a nearby brs 
ion into God: becaufe the Sen! in this e- 
ate is wholly out ofitfelf, and wholly 

Nn God, according to. what the dpojtle, 

uid: Llive yer now nor], bur Chiitt 

liveth in me, Gal:2.20. And fo it is, 

‘hat all we, that beheld his Life, and Per- 

‘on, ever thought him a Reprefentatiori 

2 Chrift ; and therefore we ternicd him, 
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A Man truly Crucified tothe World = for | 
he efteemed only the Life Spiritual. § 
Whereupon, when very Spiritual Per- }} 
fons difcourfed with him, he invited | 
them to fuch a Transformation, ufing } 
thofe Words of S. Fohn, God gave them |! 
power, to be made the Sons of God, to thefe, |; 
that believe in his name: who are not bern 
of flefh and blood, nor of the will of Man, ! 
but of God, Jo.1.12,13. And I am| 
confident concerning this Transformation || 
of Gregory into God that it wasever a | 
thing much approved by all the Spititual / 
Menthat converfed with him. — ai 

In this Transformation, which I call 


A 


Immediate Union, many ufe to have @ 


great Spiritual joy, whichis termed Fra. | 
ition ¢ becaufe Perfons thus advanced’ 


in that Union the Soul always acts, yet 1 

this isnot fo much. by way of inquifition, 

as of poffeffion : for, it exercifes nof fo : 

much the a¢t of defiring, as that of pol : 

feffing and enjoying. Me ay 
, This 
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_ This Paffive kind of Union I know not 
nat Gregory ever had, -from the time. 
nat he went into the Defert : for our 
ord did not beftow himfelf fo abun- 
ently on him, that he did not every 
ay defire Him. more. And therefore 
© entertained himfelf not fo much in 
i¢ enjoying what was given him, as in 
te new defires of feeing himfelf every 
jy Nearer joyned to God, TAtign 
Sait Dionyfius the Areopagete faith, 
lat his Matter. Aierorheus, had the ftate 
‘Spiritual Rej?, and Fruition; which we 
ve fpokenof ; and puts it down as the 
WWighth .of Perfection attainable in this 
life. And all the Contemplatives are 
jj the fame opinion ; which was the on- 
|i reafon that Adzerotheus had, the Sir- 
Jime of Divine given him. .. For, this 
jnion makes the foul one with God, and 
bit like to the Divinity; which doth 
jit work with toile, but fruition. . This 
univerfal :an opinion .I on divers 
cafions told Gregory of, above Fifteen 
ars before his Death : and, though. it 
ms he had experienced it ( for heun- 
ftood it very well), yet he accounted 
better for himfelf, and more-willingly 
fe, the ftate of Action, and to be al- 
ys loving God, and his Neighbour ; la. 
gs Pp bouring 
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x10 FheLife of Gregory Lopez. Ch.29) : 
pouring therein day and night ; and hg 
{aid, God had given him this Exercsfoay 
thebeftand that he wasto ufeall Ins fore | 
not to quit iv for wharever delight, or fri) 
jtion. For hecould not conceive,, how 
-aathis life that fhould be more perted| 
| 


i 


! 


which had lefs merit ; and of this meri) 
enjoyment participated not fo much; aj] 
did'labour. But I leave this Doctrini] 
for the Learned'to decide, and profecut}) 
my intent. | 7 Hi 
"The Transformation into Chrift, whic; 
[perceived Gregory had, was an arder| 
Love, whereby he defired to follow hixj 
in his Life, and imitate him in his Le} 
ours, and Crofs. For, it is athing we | 


known, that the moft holy Life of ou 
Lord Fefus Chrift was a lively Pattert; 
that we, imitating him, fhouldall of 1 
‘effec the VVill of his Erermal Father, 
and fo hefaith ; /came not to do my om 
will, but my Eather's, Jo. 6. 38. Andi) 


} 
/ 


another place; I mujh work the works ¢ 
him, that fent me, whilftit is day. Jo. gia 
It is-alfo wellknown, that theLife of ot : 
Good 7¢/is from his Birth to hi s Deat}: 
_wasia continual bearing the Crofs of ot; 
fins, working on it our Redemption! 
and fo his whole Life was a fuffering ¢| 
labours: In thefe then G regory delire, 


y tO imitate Chrift, and in them did'; 
therefore in his life he had litle of fruiti. 
f on, and joys, and much of folicitude,and 
| croffes. It feemslikewife, that this not 
having many fenfible gufts may be 
fj reckoned a Priviledge, and particular 
| Gift of God;fince, without thefe carefles, 
HW his Majefty beftowed on him that, which 
he ufeth to beftow on thofe that have 
ijthem: as may be feen by the Light , 
Ij Wildome, Fortitude, Perfeverance, and 
fpalithe other divine Gifts, he poffeffed. 
fj tlereby alfo-it is evident, that'God al- 
ways conducted him b 


fon with courage, and perfeverance. But, 
when they ate now advanced and grown, 
‘trong,he entertains them with an higher 
degree of Charity, which is to fuffer and 

dy for their Beloved. ¥ Of both. which 
pre have exampleiin the Holy Apo files: 
Pid whoever (hall have read attentively 
- | Pz what 
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212 The Life : 
what we have written above will alfo |, 
clearly fee’, that this Exercife of the |; 
greatelt Charity, which makes one fuffer || 
and dy for his Beloved, was the whole 

Life of this Holy Man. ‘Sothat it wasa } 
thing notorious, and evident to allus ) 
who converfed with him, that this foin- || 
tenfe an Exercife of loving God with all | 
his Rrength.caufed all thofe weakneffes, || 
pains, and fickneffes in him; and he well 
perceiving this in himfelf went on dying 
chearfully for his Beloved. To this pur- } 
pofe, relating fomtimes the great pains | 
he had fultained, he faidto me: The m2- \ 
seriall Martyrdome of Whips, Iron-hooks, | 
Fire, and Sword, be it never fo great, , 
paffeth away ina fhort time: But, befides 
thefe, God hath in Heaven Spiritual Mar- 
tyrs of great emineney. He recounted 
the Lives of many Saints greatly honour. , 
ed fufficiently confirming this truth. So 
he related of Paphnucius the Heraute , | 
that, as he was led bound, becaufe he | 
was a Chriftian, and thofe that conduct | 
ed him threatned him with many tors , 
ments; unlefs he forfook the Farth of | 
¥efus Chrift, he fmiling at his Tormen- , 
ters toldthem, We Hermites are nfed to | 
fuffer fich torments in the Deferts, ‘Buty, 
becaufe both te me, and likewife ef 
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all thatknew Gregory, it isa thing moft 
certain that he was an eminent Spiritual 
| Martyr, 1 will difcourfe no . further 
| thereof; confidering the joy wherewith 

he received his Death; how without a- 
| ny apprehenfion, and terrour 5 with how 
much greater alacrity he beheld Death 
‘near and prefent, than Worldlings have 
WJ amidft their pleafures, honours, and 
| paftimes; faying with the Apoftle 5 Te 
me to live ws Chrifi, and death a gain, 
me Phil.t. 215.5 | 

| So that Gregory's content lay in fuffer.- 
Mi ing for Chrif?, and his delight, and glo- 

ty inthe Crofs; faying as S, Pax; Gal. 
6.14. Far be it from me to glory, fave ia 

the Crofs of my Lord Jefus Chrolt: and 
lf. as the Prophet David, who, feeing him- 
li felf laden with fo many bleffings and 
ii mercies, as in the latter end’of his days 
God beftowed onhim, began to confi- 
der it, andfay: Wherewith fhall Lrecon:- 
Ml penfe the Lord for fo many favours, a he 
Ih hath done me ? Pfal.115.12. & calting his 
I} ¢yes.on all that he had, he found no o- 
ther recompence fatisfactory, but to fay; 
Wv.13. Jwil targhis Cup, I will unvocate 
Ml his Name: asif, he had faid 5 1 will in- 
ternally defire to drink of the Chalice of 
his Paffion, which 1 behold , \and very 
: a Pog) i) well 
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well underftand by the Spirit of Praphe- | 
cy. This was therefore the Spirit of /) 
Gregory, by this way did God condué | 
him; thisis the Doctrine taught him by |! 
Chrift our Lord; in whofe ‘pains and 
death he found his fpiritual delight : for, 
other delight he never coveted, as hath 
bin faid. Yea he ufed to fay; That | 
Men perfett in [pirit are difpleafed at the | 
having thofe gufts, which Beginners do | 
willingly entertain, For, a Man is af- | 
fronted with the being offeved a Bunch of | 
Grapes, or an Apple, wherewith a Child | 
1s much delighted, Andhe added; That 
the prefent life is not a life of joy, and reft 4 | 
but of forrow, and labour, ~ aa ae | 


In fine , this his rejecting of Delights, | 
though thefefpiritual, proceeded in his | 
from a moft perfect Poverty of Spirit, 
which God gave him; the property 

whereof is not to defire any thing but 

God, for his own fake ; in which con= | 
fits true Charity, and the heighth of 
‘Chriftian PerfeCtion : fo that, whofoe- 
ver loves God more, is more perfect, 
whether with, or without, thofe gufts. 
For,’ if a poor Cobler mending his Shoes 
love God more than a Contemplative, | 

(how great fruition foever he have at- 
tained) he would be the more perfe@ in 

a Chriftian life -- 9. With 
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With this fpirit Gregory mainly aimed 
at the intenfion, and purity of Charity, 
| defiring ever in his life and labours to 
|imitate Chrift our, Lord; on whom 
he fixed his eyes, as onan excellent Q- 
| riginal, from which he was to copy, the 
| belt way of labouring : faying with Da- 
wid; Mine eyes are always on the Lord, 
| Pfal. 24.15. To which purpofehe was 
wont wifely to apply that Sentence, 4 
|] wife mans eyes are in his head, Ecclefo2. 
i 14, meaning, that ‘a Wife man always 
| hath his eyes fixed on Chrift, who is his 

] Head. For, faid he: The Soul couched 
with the Love of God és like the Mariners 


Needle, which, by being touched with the 
| Loadftone, fiands ever pointing to the 
North; And fo in Spiritual (den there 
MI exuft be alfo this admirable property, that 
Ih ex every place and affatre, they retaine this 
Hl éxclination, and propenfiy, of having thes 
eyes always fixed on Chritt our Lord. 
|] ~ He pleafed himfelf much with thofe 
that did this, And thereupon, Four 
 Perfons, very, Spiritual, and great Ser- 
-vants ofGod, coming to fee him once, 
and fitting one day at the Table with 
him, it fo fell out, that they were all 
bare- headed ; He looked chearfully up- 
—onthem, and faid: Bleffed be God, that 
ee RA all 


| 
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atl we, who fit at this Table, have our 
heads uncovered, Hefpake with fpirit,! 
and meant, that they were all fpiritually| 
looking'‘on Chrif?, who is our Head} 
and who at that time was uncovered to|/ 
them all: and, by the fignes we difcern:|| 
ed, ‘I hold for certain, he faw the Interi-|| 
our of thofe there prefent ; for, as wel 
have intimated, God many times did| 
hirn’ this favour : and, confidering the | 
- Vertue, and good Spirit of his Guetts, ' 
it might be believed,’ they were ina dif- | 


pofition of having then their thoughts 
bent on God, Of this Holy Man I ever | 
concluded, that he never loft fight of | 
God, and therefore God never left look- | 
ing ‘to him; according to that of Fob: | 


God will not'take off his eyes from a juft } 
Sad 


Wy 
| 


man, Job. 36. 7. And by this Divine ° 
afped God fo preferved him, that he nes 

ver ftumbled , notwithftanding all the ' 
obftacles, and fnares, the Enemylaid " 
for him ;but freely,and fecurely efcaped | 
them, as hath been fhewed. 7 | 
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CHAP. XXX. 
Of the Effetts of bis Prayer. 
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| | Always knew, God wrought wonder: 
i ful things by the Prayers of the 
Holy Man Gregory; but I percei- 
yed alfo, that, out of his great humi- 
lity, he revealed to none thefe extraor- 
dinary Effe@s : for, he never told any 
j fuch to me, though fo intimate with him. 
‘Yet I amcertain, he underftood of the 
ji ftrange things which our Lord had 
| wrought by his Prayers : of which, to 
| God's glory,I willrelate fome, which by 
jj other means I came to know. 
jl. In the Year 1579. at our Lady of Re- 
|i medies there came to vifit him a Pret, 
li much troubled, becaufe he did not per- 
fevere in the fervice of God, but, by rea- 
fon of occafions that were prefented 
him, had grievous lapfes, and there- 
ji fore earneftly requefted him to pray to 
‘God for him, and counfel him what was 
beft for him; fince, certainly, he would 
doit, though it were togo to a Moun- 
tain, and be a Hermite, inregard his Sal- 
,. on | vation 
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vation was no light matter. To all which, 
Gregory anfwered only thefe words ; ‘Bel 
you for this year a Hermite in Mexico, 
Which he underftanding, as it ought to|| 
be underftood, endeavoured to change] 
his life, and lived with much improve-|j 
ment of his Soul. Now, this Prie/? go4| 
ing once through the Streets of Mexico, | 
(for, he emploied himfelf in works of|| 
Charity towards his Neighbour) had al 
Call, and finteriour Word, without re- 
fiecting then on what the Holy Man! 
had faid to him, yet his Call agreed with} 
it, which was, that he fhould obferve, 
Interiour Recolle@ion. And at the fame, 
inftant (through the Divine Mercy) fuch| 
flrength and courage was given him, that | 
he went recollected through all the | 
Streets, and publick places, praying | 
within himfelf, fo that no impediment, | 
bufinefs, or noife was able to divert him | 
from this Exercife, as if he had for fift 
Years exercifed himfelf in Prayer. He 
found himfelfa new man, and fo much 
altered from what he was formerly, that | 
atthat very inftant all thoughts of the 
Earth left him, and he embraced thofe of 
Heaven. He quitted all complements, 
and Vifits (for, thefe were they that did , 
him hurt); and all his converfe, and de- 
CR oy light, 
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ight was to be retired within himfelf — 
lgreating with God of his Salvation, Im- 
nediatly he began to be much alone, ex- 
lept Charity required of him the con- 
rary; people difturbed him no more 
lgnan if they had bintrees, or rocks: he 
Ipegan to ule Faftings, Difciplinc 5, Cilicess 
jand God exercifed him with many Temp- 
ations, greater than any he had met with 
jan all his life; whereof fome were inte- 
\Fior, others exterior: yet the fame Lord 
lisave him ftrength to defend himfelf, as 
hough he had binan old beaten Sonl- 
Ipier, and ancient Hermite. te began 
nifo to live ia Poverty : and, by Gregory's 
prayers God formed inhim the Ever- 
ical Life as perfe@, and compleat, asif 
he had dwelt many years in the Defert. 
And, that he might not want any of the 
things that ufually befall Aferutes, he 
was almoft all that Year tempted vifibly 
by Devils. That'Year expired, he went 
|ito conferr with Gregory, who was then in 

Guafieca; gave him an account of his 
Life, as he hadbefore done at our La- 
ay'sof Remedies; and having bin fome 
eight days in his company told him, Now 
the Year 1 paft, wherein I was to be an 
Hermite, from hence forward what muft 
Ido? He anfwered only thefe words ; 
M Love 


| 
{ 
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"Love God, and your Neighbour : anc’ 
with this they parted. So, the Priej 
returning for AZexico began in.alonely! 
place that was in the way to think on thi} 
aforefaid words; and having already! 
-ftudied the matter of Charity, he con 
ceived, he underftood fufficiently thi? 
point, and thereupon went fomwha/ 
unwillingly to that Exercife , to whict' 
he had bin directed. But, . remembring’ 
how much good Gregory's firft counfel! 
had done him, he began to humble him? 
felf, and to apprehend,there was in thoft' 
words fome deeper Myitery, than his! 
meaning arrived at: So, he refolved to 
make them the fubject of his Prayer, and 
befeech God to difcover, without re.| 
garding his arrogance and pride what lay! 
hidden therein, When prefently he! 
perceived an interiour fpeech from God,' 
very intelligible, and diftin€t, which faid' 
tohim; That you may attain the Love o 
God, you muft diveft your felf of all yor" 
are, and poffefs, and dy to all things of the' 
World, Hereto he offered himfelf with’ 
all his heart, to the end the Divine Ma-' 
jefty might confummate this mercy in) 
him, divine seas he found in ek | 
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qequired of him : and withall received 
an Undction of the Divine Love jfo excef- 
ve, that neither his Underftanding was - 
able to comprehend, nor his Heart capa- 
pious enough to receive it; even totally 
dnguifhing away in this great Gift: and 
aefaid, it was a wonder that he didnot 
fall offthe Horfe, which then he rid on, 
by this the Przeft underftood the depth, 
aind perfection of Gregory's counfel, and 
he efficacy of his Prayer - and he endea- 
; youred-to cleanfe and to dilate his heart 
ior the receiving fuch a favour, and 
iqniade firm purpofes of following in eve. 
shy thing the will, and conduct of God, 
what way foever he pleafed to lead him, 
“An that Rapt of Love he continued the 
fpace of feven hours; during which 
God fhewed him the 7 ertues, and their 
iBeauty, and fome he made him experi- 
ijImentally apprehend, and as it were feel, 
nnd poffefs them. This favour left 
n' him a great effect, which was, 
ee for the fpace of Six Years after, 
he was extraordinarily fuftained in 
ithe fame Love, almoft always ex- 
ifercifing fome act thereof, and practi- 
| 36 thofe Vertues, God had fhewn 
whim : and even to this day, being 
|| ewig now 
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now above + thir 3 
Years fince , it is his} 
fupport, and ftaff fox’ 


_perfevering, amid 


all his tribulations 
and afflicions, cou! 


rageoully in God’s 
way. And many o. 
ther things have be- 
fallen him which 
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this and fome other 
Additions were made 
to it not Ing before 
the publifhing of it, 
which was in A. D, 


| 
| 
| 


AaGX are not here re- 
; counted, becaufe)| 


this is fufficient to fhew, how accepta:|| 
ble to our Lord the Prayers of this Holy! 
Man were, ever during the time he! 
lived in this Exile. ul 

A certain Perfon very .edrneftly re-! 
quefting Gregory. Lopez to undertake thé: 
chargeof him, that he might advance in} 
the Spiritual Way;he bade him:Go, Bros)! 
ther, for Jefus' Chrilt 2s your Mafters! 
And prefently he felt the truth hereof in: 
his Soul, and perceived it by the effect | 
for, he began-to proceed with fo great.a:! 
difference in his fpirit, as. feeing is frong!! 
blindnefs : immediatly God gave him a: ' 
knowledge of his own Nothingriefs, and | 
Chrift's being the Verity fo evidently, 
that he began tobe quite another manj' 
acknowledging the fublimity of fuch a | 
favour 
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favour befell him for the Prayer of Gre= 
gery. Hehath fincethat had many £x- 
tafies, and Rapts, whereby his foul gain- 

Jeth more humility and courage. 

| A Religious Woman, of great vertue 
and fpirit, had an interiour advertife- 
j ment of a fore affliction that would befall 
her. She was exceedingly troubled 
jhereat for the fpace of eight Months, 
| fearing this. affliction might prove fome 
| offence againft God, and therefore re- 
| commended her felf to the Prayers of all 
ithe Servants of our Lord. So, this Re- 
ligiows Woman, having communicated on 
fjthe Feftival of the Virgin our Lady's 
| Rist iaisiy, being in Prayer had a particu- 
lar impulfe to recommend her felf to the 
| Prayers of the Holy Man Gregory Lopez, 
| who was at that time in Saztia-Fe. In- 
fomuch as that fhe intreated a Gentle- 
man who fomtimes vifited her, and is 
now a Religious Afan, to go and defire 
|him to. recommend her toGod. The 
| Holy. Maz received the meffage from 
| Him, and anfwered: J will do fo - les 
| her be faithful to God, and fear nothing x 
for, fhe fhall not fall into any offence againft 
him, Upon this fhe remained as quiet, 
jasifan dzgel from Heaven had faid it: 
jand things fell out juf as Gregory had 
forcs 
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foretold. But the Gentleman going to | 
Santa-Fe, to carry thismeflage, by the || 
way went into the Covent of S. Domi- 
nisat Mexico, to requeftacertain Rels- || 
gious Man of eminent Sanctity that he 
would recommend to God this Keligzous | 
Woman, his Penitent. The next day this | 
Religious Maz being at Prayer was rapt | 
in Spirit, and faw holy Gregory kneeling _} 
in the Prefence of God, and praying for | 
her; and that the Divine Majeity ac- 
cepted His Petition with great willing- | 
nefs; and told this perfon, thathisSer- 
vant Gregory took miuchcare forher in 
his Prayers. This the Religious Afanre- 
lated with much refentment, and many | 
tears: arid affirmed, that in that Viren || 
he came to kriow Gregory Lopez; forhe | 
knew him not before. The Relzgzous | 


Woman became thence-forward much || 


devoted to the Holy AZan; whoat the -\) 
day of his death requited her : for, fhe; ; 
knowing nothing thereof, had, for four. 
days fpacej a very particular feritunent | 
of the Goodnefs of God, and how much | 

_ fheowed to him, withla manifeft difco- _| 
very of the deceitfulnefs of the World; | 
atid fhe conceived, that for certain Gre- | 
gory bad obtained her that favour | 
fom God; becaufe he was then, in | 
? Hea 
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\jHeaven enjoying his Divine Prefence. 
There was a Prieft that bare a great. 
\faffection to the Holy Afan, and who fol- 
f'owed his counfel and dire@tion in the 
way of Prayer; him God had done cer- 
tain favours, in the which he took fuch 
frontent, that in the enjoying thereof, he 
freglected any further advancement in 
Fhe Spiritual Way. Gregory, feeing his 
manner of procedure, alledged that Sen- 
|Feace of Tfaias; Thou haft found the life of 
it and therefore thou laft not 
If. 57. 10. with the which God 
Mouch opened his eyes, to walk with 
fore difengagement of his Spirit, and 
fo plunge himfelf into that valt Immen- 
ty of God, without attaching his heart 
fo ways of his own, oralfo to thofe fa- 
outs, with which - God otherwhileg 
iad conducted him, For, he endeavours 
(qc to itrip himfelf of all things whatever, 
ip be, thus, the more difpofed to obey 
pall occafions the Divine Wiil, and not 
\P make a ftop in the Spititual Way ; 
[ceiving hereby miuch improvement 
Woth for hinifelf, and for others. 

4 Yong Man, of very good defires, 
Wow much difquieted for four or five 
fponths, and the principall caufe of his 
(quiet was the not knowing what ftate 
‘life to chufe, for his Salvation, Here- 
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226 The Life ef Gregory Lopez. Ch.30, }| 
with he acquainted fome pious and de- 
vout Perfons, defiting them to pray for), 
him; and, when none of thefe means} 
ferved to calme his fpirit, in this diftrefs 
he remembred him of Gregory Lopez, } 
and went to Savtta-Fe to vifithim : now, | 
though he wasa Yong Man, without de-| 
pending upon any, yet the meer behold- 
ing of himimprinted in him fuch a reve-}' 
rence, that, notwithitanding Gregory wasi| 
of an humble afpect, and in a poor habit,)| 
he faid, he had never in all his life feen| 
a man, that rendred him both interiorly, | 
an exteriorly fo much compofed; and 
that it feemed to him that he faw in his, 
look fomthing more than Humane. He 
requefted him to recommend him to | 

God, that his Majefty would vouchfafe| 
him light, to chufe that State, whereinti| 

a ‘might dohim moft fervice : and, upon; 

| Gregory'sfaying only, Ref? your felf cor | 

tented, for I will recommend you to God 3) 
his {pirit wascalmed, and theforemen: | 
tioned inquietude never returned more; | 
which he attributed to the Holy ALan's, 
Prayer: and, chufing the ftate of Praeff-) 
hood he died in very good repute for} 
Vertue and Sanctity.. He affirmed alfo { 
uponoath, that, going at other timesto|i 
Gregory, & acquainting him with feveral) 
temptations of his, he always return’d' 
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very much fatisfied and. comforted, 
| Another perfon, very well affected to 
| Gregory, went where he was,and the firtt 
| night fultained divers and very fore 
temptations, of which ftraight in the | 
| morning he gave him an account ; where- 
| upon he anfwered ; J forgor my /elf laf 
might; it {hall not be fo from hence for- 

| ward: and the nights following he found 
li) himfelf more eafed, and with more de- 
| votion ; which he held for certain befell 
lj him bythe Prayers of Gregory, 
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Of the reverence be caufed in theyz 
that looked on him. | 


I T is indeed a thing very worthy of ob- 

fervation,that a Man, poor,folitary, 
and unknown, clad in grey Sack-cloth, al- 
ways bareheaded, and abandoned, as it 
iwere, fhould ftrike fuch.an aw and vene- 
ration into thofe that looked on him, 
‘that, though they were people of much 
Iconverfe in the world, yet fome fhould 
| not be able tofpeak a word tohim. In- 
|deed Vertue and Sanctity do happen to 
ibe honoured, and reverenced even by 
ithofe that do not practife them; for, 
Good always looks well : and, fince, 
through our fins, it is fo rare in the world, 
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no wonder,’ though it vee admiration, 

~ and fear, \ 
A Perfon of quality, ae of much ver- |] 
tue, repaired with a great defire to fee 
the Holy AZan, and to treat of a bufinefs | 
of importance, that difquieted his Mind, 
and made him melancholick and fad’; as 
foon as he came into his prefence he was. 
troubled, and fpecchlefs, fo that he could 
not fay a word to him : being in this per- | 
turbation, and Gregory ftill expecting 
when he would declare his neceflity, he 
was not able for along fpace of time ; |/ 
till the Afoly Afaz lift up his counte- |) 
nance, and looked on hima while (pofit- 1 
i 

| 


bly, recommending him to God) andin. 
the end eafed his pain, and anfwered his. 
doubt, and fatisfied him in‘every thing 
that he would have asked, hadhe not bin 
{truck dumb : at which he grew more 
confounded and amazed, perceiving, he | 
had underftood his very mind and: 
thoughts by the divine light of Prayer, | 
So, going forth he related this paflage to |) 
another devout Cavalzer,that'cameé along | 
with him, and,asked by him what thould 
be the caufe of that perturbation oe 
He anfwered ; the feeing fo venerable | 
an afpect, with fo great mortificationjand || 
fo holy & interiour a recolle@ion’; ‘and: ] 
shat he: ‘went away attonithed, becaufe, 
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without his acquainting him with his bufi- 
nefs, hehad given him fo particular an an- 
[wer to all that was in his heart. 
| There came to fee him a Yong mana Stw- 
Ment, and before the Holy Adan’s {peaking a 
word to him, fuch a fear and amazement 
reized his fpirit, that he immediatly deter- 
iamined thence-forward to change his life, & 
lawas afterward a Prieft, very retired & ex. 
lemplary, continuing for the fpaceof thofe 
five Years that Gregory lived, to conferr 
hwith him. * | | ue: 
| AcertainGentleman’s Servant came to him 
with a meflage from his Matter, & being in 
his prefence was feized with fuch a terrour 
land aftonifiiment, that he was not able to 
f{peak,whereupon going forth he faid  /¢ zs 
one thing to [peak with thefe Men of God; & 
another, with Men of the World; I never 
thought any man’s countenance could ever 
|bave tronblet me. Not many days after 
coming with another meflage, and telling it 
ame, Lasked him, ifhe would goin, & deli- 
ver it himfelf to Gregory, he anfwered me, 
No Sir,T pray,do you tell it himsfor Idare not. 
Another came a great way off to this Vil- 
lage of Sanéia-Fe to vifit him, and, having 
heard reports, and commendations of his 
Sanctity, was troubled in his mind that he 
‘was to appear in his Prefence; but, when he 
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conceale it, he told the Holy Wed what 
paffed, whereto he anfwered : Give Goa! 
thanks for it. This his Joy continued fou! 
two days, to the great improvement of hig’ 
Soul; and he faid,he conceived,he had feen! 
an Apoftle; and that, on that occafion,God): 
gave him fuch extraordinary fentiments, ag’! 
he was in no wife able to declare. He affirm. '! 
ed, that the fecond time he faw him, with! 
the meerly looking on him, without asking! 
him any thing, he found himfelf inwardly 
fatisfied concerning his doubts. For, as 
hath bin faid, our Lord had beltowed this i 
favour upon Gregery. beg ‘i 


Thefe (Chriftian Reader)are the Wonders | 
which God wrought in his Servant Gregory || 
Lopez; which furnifhed me with matter for) 
a larger, and compleater Narration, had E } 
not bin difcouraged by that want of Devo- § 
tion, into which in our times the Faithful « 
are fallen;whom the brevity of a Book mu& | 
invite to readit: hereby caufing Writers, ' 
where our Lord hath bin very liberal in do- i 
ing his Servants favours, to be very fparing | 
inrelating them. ThereforeI content my } 
felf with having given the Contemplatives 
an occafion of inferring, from what is faid, | 
how many the excellencies were, and how 1 | 
great the fire of Divine Love, that enflamed | 
the PApEY foul of GEE fince the meet | 
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aparks thereof that flew abroad, fo mucha- | 
gainit his will, (by reafon of that continual | 
Aigilance, whereby he always procured 
hat his a¢tions might be concealed from 
y’Zen's, and only acceptable to God's eyes) 
mete alone,I fay,were fufiicient to make his 
{-ife be accounted for miraculous. And this 
ipery juftly: For, whofoever confiders the 
Mrailty of our Nature, its relu@ance to Ver- 
guc, and inconftancy in practifing it; and, 
vithall, the heroicall actions, and _perfeve- 
ferance of Gregory, may very plainly per- 
leive, that his manner of life was no lefs 
miraculous, and isas rarely feen as it is to 
| aife the Dead, & perform by the grace of 
sod other like Supernatural works. Now, 
hat fo far forgetting all hiscontents ; his 
lifengagement from things of flefh, and 
lood ; Poverty, both interiour, and exte: 
iour, fo well obferved ; his Mortification, 
Hind Abftinences, not only from things that 
Weal the Body,but likewife from thofe that 
|o renew the Spirit, and help in part to de- 
i} cay the charges of fuch as traffick in Spiri- 
ual Matters; fuch a wonderful Silence fo 
Harely feen, interrupted in due times with 
|pentences, which in few words had fuch 
reat effects;a neglecting of his own conve- 
\iences fo far, as. to have his mind meerly 
in God, and almoft totally to forget him- 
elf; a profound Humility, whereby he 
co | thought 
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oe fo bafely of himfelf, and fo val of | 
all befides ; fucha confidence i in, and parti-) 
cular refignation to, God, defiring rather to” 
rely on the Providence of his 7Zaje/ty, than: 
~ the care of Aen; the not fpeaking anidle 
word (a defect ordinary;even amongtt pet- 
fons very perfect;) the fhewing’ fo great. 
difcretion as never to become tedious or 
-offenfive to his Neighbours, yet without} 
failing to aid them in their neceffities ; an 
invincible Patience, wherewith he fuftained 
fuch troublefome perfecutions, & flanders, | 
as the Devilinvented to obfcure his repu- 
tation; an univerfal Knowledge of the 
Holy Scriptures, wherein he had for his Ma-— 
{ter the Holy Gooff; Andlaftly. fucha per) 
fet Union with God in his Spirit, and his” 
moft high Prayer, continued throughout | 
the whole courfe of his life, fo as thatthe. 
diverfiry of times, places, or perfons did” 
notinterrupt it ; Thefe were all fo many 
' Miracles wrought by God in his Servant’ 
Gregory; anddo affure us how prevalent: 
his Interceffion is with his Divize Mayefty s 
that thereby alfo wemay procure to imi- 
tate his Vertues ; and thus more advance 
the Glory of Goal devotion tothe Saint, 
and ourown good: ‘the only thing that f 
defigned, in writing this Book, Farewell. 
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